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Hari Om!

O Agni (Jatavedas),! bring her to me, that Laksmi, who is the color of
gold and of yellow,”> who wears a garland of gold and silver, who shines [and
pleases] like the moon and is made of gold.? (1)

Bring her to me, O Agni; that Laksmi who never departs. When she [is
present] I shall obtain gold, cows, horses, and people. (2)

I call to her who is preceded by horses, who is in the midst of chariots, who
announced by the trumpeting of elephants, the goddess Sri. May the goddess
Sribe pleased with me. (3)

I call her here, Sr7, someone* whose gentle smile is lovely, whose color is
the color of gold, who is moist® and glowing, who is pleased and pleasing to
others, who is seated on a lotus flower and who an image of the lotus flower.

(4)

T According to the commentators, Agni is addressed here because he is the messenger of the
gods. As the sacrificial fire, he brings the gods to the feast and carries the offerings to them. Thus,
the context for these hymns should be seen as a sacrificial fire. According to the $iT Vaisnava
tradition, Jatavedas refers not to Agni but to Narayana.

2The word here is harinz, which can mean the color yellow or green (harita) or it can mean “one
who takes the form of a doe.” According to the Sri Vaisnava interpretation of Ranganatha, harini
means “one who takes away sins.”

3This being made of gold is said by Vidyaranya, one of the commentators, to refer to an image
of Laksmi made of gold. If this is true, it suggests the lateness of these hymns, since the worship
of images is a rather late development in Indic religion.

“This is the interrogative pronoun ka in the accusative case. It is said by the commentators to
indicate someone unknown and unknowable in this context. She is beyond words and mind. Her
true nature is difficult to discern or describe. Another possible interpretation is “she whose nature
is Brahman.” This depends on ka meaning Brahman. According to an unspecified $ruti text: “ka is
your name, o Lord of Creatures!” (& f&§ & 19 ¥=T9a.)

5She is moist, says a commentator, when she emerges from the ocean of milk. Moist also means
soft-hearted and compassionate.
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Appearing like the moon, the finest in splendor, blazing with fame, radiant,
satisfied by the gods in this world, magnanimous, and lotus-like, to her do I go
for shelter. Let my misfortune be destroyed. I choose you. (5)

O you, the color of the sun. The lord of trees born of askesis is your tree,
the bilva. May the fruit of that tree by askesis wipe out misfortunes, both the
external ones of maya (ignorance) and the internal ones. (6)

[O Sri!] Let the friend of God (Kuvera)® and fame (Kirti)” come to me along
with the jewel.® I was born in this country. Let him give me fame and fortune.

7)

I cause the destruction of the elder’ misfortune, who is whithered by hunger
and thirst. O Sri, you drive from my house all calamity and failure. (8)

The god referred to here according to Vidyaranya is Siva. Thus, his friend is Kuvera, the lord
of wealth.

7This may also refer to the daughter of Daksa, named Kirti, according to V.

8The jewel is the Thought-jewel, Cintamani, the jewel that bestows one’s wishes as soon as they
are thought.

9Elder misfortune means misfortunes produced or born before the appearance of Sri. One com-
mentator (Prthvidhara) says that at the time of the churning of the ocean of milk, since misfortune
Alaksmi was produced before Laksmi she is considered her elder.
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I call here Sri ...
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[The hymn ends with these verses, though the last is said to be by the au-
thor of the Nirukta, his proclamation of the result of reciting this hymn. The
verses that follow are other proclamations of the results arising from reciting
this hymn. There is also in verse 23 the inclusion of a Laksmi gayatri]
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O Abode of Lotuses! ...
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The Laksmi gayatrT:
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