CHAPTER VI.

GROWING BOY

THE Lord occupied Himself with these Juvenile Pastimes
the manner of Gopala (Cow-Boy Krishna).

per time for the performance of the ceremony
begin His studies, having arrived, Jagannath M
cious day and moment for ‘putting the wri

Hands of his Boy’ to initiate Him into the art
and ’rithmetic,

after
Meanwhile the pro-
of making the Boy
isra chose an auspi-
ting-chalk into the

of reading, writing
This is one of the ten purificatory ceremonies

enjoined by the Scriptures as necessary to be observed by the
Brahmanas.

Some time after the ceremony, all friends of
gathered together to perform the next purificatory rites, viz., per--
foration of the ears and tonsure. The perforation of the ears
is to make possible hearing of the Word of Godhead or the attain-
ment of the fitness of listening to words regarding the highest
good, as distinct from ordinary non-spiritual utterances, The

making of the tuft known as ‘#he tongue of fire’ in the Vedas or
subsequently as ‘teaching of Sree Chaitanya’ (Sree Chaitanya-
siksha), is another of the ten lustrations.

Mayavadins (illusion-
ist—Monists), who believe in non-activity, admit the value of the
tuft only in the sphere of work which is illusory and, accordingly,
in the long run, shave off the tuft on renouncing all activity.
But the Vedic theistic renunciation of the triple staff (tridanda)
does not dispense with the tuft which, in

this case, is emblematic
of progress in the sphere of the service of Godhead, even in the
stage of sannyasa.

the family

Sree Chaitanya read all the letters of the Alphabet at the
first sight, to the amazement of everybody. He finished all the
compound-letters in two or three days and began to write con-
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stantly the series of the Names of Krishna. He wrote and read

~ aloud, night and day, with the greatest ardour, the Holy Names

of Rama, Krishna, Murari, Mukunda, Vanamali, etc.. The for-
tunate people of Nadia actually saw the Lord of Valkun.gha r}e;ld};
ing in the company of their children. The sweetness with w 1cf
the Lord articulates the letters has power to steal the hearts o

all jivas, if they have only a chance of listening to Him.

Sree Gaursundar engaged in diverse kinds of strange frolics,
and His -demands were always most difficult to satisfy. He would
ask to have the bird which flew across the sky and the .moo'n and
stars of the firmament, and would cry violently, rolling }n th'e
dust and dashing His hands and legs against the grmfnd, if E[‘IIS
wishes were not fulfilled. All present would take Him 1.1p into
their arms to console' Him, but Viswambhar always proved intract-
able and went on crying, ‘I must have it’. There was only one
sovereign 'i‘em‘edy‘to stop Him. - He was hu:'shed the moment He
heard the Name of Hari. All of them recited aloud t}Te Name
of Hari by clap of hand. This at once quieted the Child Who
forgot all His turbulence. They chanted the Name of .Harn }tlo
please the Boy and the home of Jagannath was turned into the

aikuntha. :
Tealn;t(i IXcessax:y to guard against a possible error. That which
is not the Abode of Godhead should not be supposed to be con-
wertible into the same by chanting the Name of Hari. St'lch spe-
«culation, theologically dubbed as ‘transubstantiatio.n,.’ appl.les only
to mental and physical phenomena. The non-splrltu.al is never
turned into the sf)iri“cual. Godhead dwells etemall}'r .1n. the pure
spiritual essence which is the manifestation of His Spiritual Pov;eﬁ‘;
eternally distinct from the play of His Deluding Energy: ; i
home of Jagannith Misra, in which the Lord appears, is never
within the jurisdiction of the Deluding Power of God!.lead. :

One day Nimai began to cry violently. The Child was .not
uieted even by the chant of the Name of Hari, but kept on .crymg.
After every method of consoling the Boy had failed, they implor-
ed Him to' tell them the cause of His grief, promising to p'rocur_e
whatever He desired. The Lord replied that He was very ill and
Tacked the strength to move or be quiet. If they really wanted to
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save His life, they must hasten to the house of two Brahmanas,
Jagadish Pandit and Hiranya Pandit. Those two had prepared
a great variety of offerings for Vishnu on that day, which was the
ekadasi tithi or the Lord’s Day. 1If they could get from them
all those offerings and give them to Him, He would be cured of
His ailment by feeding on those things.

The mother’ was' shocked to hear, thinking it was opposed to
custom and the Scriptures for any one to desire to eat offerings
intended for Vishnu and that also on the ekadasi day. But the
others only burst into merry laughter at these words of the Child
and assured Him that they would send for the offerings immediate-
ly, so He need have no anxiety on that account any more.

Jagannath Misra himself went down to the house of those

two Brahmanas who happened to be his most intimate friends.

He told them what the Boy so imperatively wanted. Those two

Brahmanas were struck with a sudden wonder on hearing the

strange proposal. They thought within themselves, “This is most

wonderful for a little Boy. How could He know at all that this
is the Day of Sree Hari? How could He know that we have

prepared to-day a great variety of offerings? This makes it per-
fectly clear to us that Gopila (Cow-boy Krishna) Himself dwells

in the Figure of this beautiful Boy. Niriyana Himself sports in
the Frame of this Child. May be it is He Who makes Him say
these words from His seat in the heart of the Child,’ Thinking in
this way those two Brihmanas were filled with supreme joy, and
at once with the greatest pleasure they brought out all their
offerings intended for Vishnu and themselves conveyed them to
the Home of Jagannith Misra, They offered them with the
greatest delight to Nimai and pressed Him to eat everything, giving
out that all their preparations were at last really offered to Krishna
Himself. - The Lord was very much pleased on- receiving the
offerings and tasted a little of everything. His distemper was
completely healed. . He became as naughty and restless as ever,
Scattering the eatables in all directions and. throwing bits of ‘them
at those who stood in a circle round Him and chanted the Name
of Hari as He danced in the midst of the samkirtan of Himself.

Of
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It is the custom of the Vaishnavas not to eat.anythi?g on the
day of ekadasi. This does not apply to the Lord Himself to
Whom accordingly the usual offerings of food are made on the
ekadasi day also. Those Brahmanas must have offered th,e .food
to Nimai in the firm belief that the Boy was no other tt.lan -I\rxshna
for Whom the offerings had been prepared. Such instl.nctlv.e good
sense, observes Thakur Brindabandas in this connection, is only
possible to one who obtains the special mercy of Krishna. Devo-
tion to the Lord does not make her appearance in the hez.irt as long
as the worldly egotistic attitude persists. One, who g.lves up ail
reliance upon his own powers and humbly seeks enhg:hten.mf:nt
from Krishna Himself, or, in other words, becomes His vtnllmg
servant, obtains the mercy of Krishna in the shape of de.votlon to
the Feet of the Lord. To the worldly egotist all this is utte.rly
incomprehensible. The sudden resolve of the Brahmanas to .offer
the eatables to Nimai, instinctively believing Him to be Vlsh.nu
Himself for Whom they had been prepared, is a circgmstance which
cannot be properly grasped by any one except the servants of
Krishna.

The reader may be reminded of the fact already not'ed ch?.t
when the Lord appears in this world, He comes down with His
eternal Associates, Servitors and Paraphernalia.  This Defc?nt
of the Lord serves His merciful purpose of bringing the Divine
realm within the vision of fallen souls thereby affording ther.n
the opportunity of serving Himself. The narrati\.re of such Agtl-
vities preserved in the language of this world continucs to provide
the same opportunity for all succeeding generations.  But the
Abode, ‘Associates, Servitors, Paraphernalia, Narratives, although
They appear to us like the things of this earth, are really spirit1‘1a1
entities, being of the Divine Essence. The Lord ever sports with

His Own. He is ever manifest in the pure spiritual essence an.d
all His Activities take place on the plane of the pure soul. His
Activities manifesting Themselves in this world also bougess the
same spiritual nature. The Lord in His Real, Positive or Spiritual
Nature is knowable and servable by pure souls alone.

This material world is the shadow of the spiritual world.
If the soul seeks the Lord in this world, he is perpetually delude
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and is forced to arrive at the conclusion sooner or later, if he is
really sincere in his quest of the Truth, that He is not to be found
in this world. Less sincere people think that they can find Him
in this world. But when the Lord actually appears in this world,
these insincere people either ignore Him, thinking that He is an
ordinary mortal, or, even if they are told of His Divinity, miss the
real view of Him believing Him to be Godhead in the guise of a
mortal and subject to the imperfections of the flesh, as by such
process of ‘incarnation’ alone He is wrongly imagined to be able to
make Himself visible to the fettered souls,

The first is the frankly sceptical attitude that ignores al-
together all possibility of spiritual existence. The second is no
less fatal. = It supposes that Godhead may be subject to the bondage
of Maya, that Godhead may appear in this world as an
actually sinful person and may engage in all worldly activities
in the same way as we do. That such sinful activities of God-
head are not sinful, that it is the duty of fallen souls to submit
to these sinful pastimes of the Lord i his human form, and that
by such submission alone they can attain to the highest object of
life. This is psilanthropism, or the doctrine of prakrita sahajia
sects, which is responsible, in some form or other, for all the
corruptions of all current spurious creeds that profess to be theistic.

The true view is that the Lord, even when He chooses to
be visible to the mortal eye, is nothing less than the Lord in His
Fullness, because He is always All-powerful, always All-pure,
always All-knowledge.  Those alone can join in His Activities
who share His Nature Who is Spiritual and incapable of corrup-
tion. That is to say, no sinful person can really see, understand
or participate in His Activities. The soul that is averse to God-
head, if by dint of the awakened sincerity of his nature he is con-
vinced that no connection with the Lord can be established so long
as the sinful condition itself persists, is enabled to obtain deliver-
ance from the bondage of this world by witnessing with faith, by
studying with faith and by listening with faith to the Narratives
of these Activities from the lips of the servants of the Lord, by
serving with' faith those from whom he receives the tidings. The
Lord, His Associates and servitors, His Abode, the Narrative of
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His Activities, although they choose to be visible in Fhis worl'd
from time to time, have nothing in common with anything of. this
world and are incapable of receiving the least stain of worldliness
by their descent into this world. :

Those who think otherwise are utterly misguided and are
profane atheists, as they imagine that the Lord-is.only‘a ?Teatéd
being like their false selves and possessing a similar habl‘hty t.o
mundane defects and merits. But the Scriptures say that there is
no greater slander of the All-pervasive (Vishnu) t}}an -tl:') af:fect to
believe that the Body of Vishnu is material. If .thlS point is pro-
perly understood, there would be no chance of 1mposjcors: full of
all t'he worst vices of humanity, setting up as ‘Incarnations’ (?) of
Godhead and by their sinful activities and spurious .performances
bringing about the terrible ruin of themselves and their unfortunate
Victims.

Lord Vishwambhar continued to be exceeding-l_v restlf.ss and
wayward. He became the leader of all the turbulent Brahma%na
bOV"S of the neighbourhood. He and His company w.ere constantly
af‘;er some mischief or other and engaged in a campalfg*n of regular
raids on different places. No one could check His t\{rbulence.
He would cut jokes at other children, whenever H_e. chan'ced to meet
them. They would also retort, till the affair developed 1.nt0 a} regtt-
lar fray. The boys of the Lord’s party were always victorious 12
these quarrels by reason of the superior strength of' the .Lord,ﬁ and

their opponents found themselves compelled to re'fu'e discomfited.
At this period Sree Gaursundar had the most charming Appear.anile.
He was always gray with dust and His Body was beautifully
adorned with points of writing ink. :

After study was over at midday, Sree Gaursund.alr, in the com-
pany of -all the children, went daily for His ba.th in the Gange.s.
As soon as He got into the water, He engaged in merry sports in
the water with the children who splashed water at one anqther.
Nabadwip was a most opulent city, and the number'of bathers at
each bathing-place baffled all calculation. The.'y‘ included verz

staid persons, respectable and grave fathers of fam1¥1es, and 1~'evere;1
sannyasins, as well as a very large number of urchins. T}}e LO}‘ )
sporting in the company of the children, soon attracted the atten-
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tion ‘o.f everybody by the extraordinary Beauty of His Person and
by His turbulence. As the Lord played with the children, the
shower of water from His Feet drenched all bathers. He pai’d no
attention to the expostulations of the aggrieved parties and moved
abou% so quickly from place to place that no one could catch hold
of Him. In this manner the Lord made everybody bathe over and
over again. He would touch some of the bathers and even spout d
the water by His Mouth at them! e

of § 'The Brahmanas, who were also treated in this unorthodox
fashion, unable to catch hold of the turbulent Boy, at last went to
.]aganné.th Misra and laid before him their grievances. ‘It was
mmpossible for any one to bathe in the proper manner in tl:xe Ganges
Sree Gaursundar disturbed one’s meditations by the summga;r .
method of deliberately dashing the water at him or by spoutiny
watef' at a person in the act of meditation for the avowed reasoﬁ
that 1t. was unnecessary to meditate any more, as one could actuall

.see Him on Whom he meditated, by simply opening his eves stand}j
ing before Him; He Himself being Narayana manifest i;l ;l’u; Kali

)

Age’.

The Boy, it was alleged, stole one’s phallic symbol of Siva and
decamped with the upper cloth of another. He occupied the seat
prepared for Vishnu, ate all the offerings and put on His own per-
§0n the flowers, etc., while the owner of them was engaged inphis
t{ath prepgratory to worship, and ran away before He could be pre-
vented, and would retort, into the bargain, ‘that one need not I;e I
sz:ry at all as’He' Himself, for Whom the offering is meant h:s
Z : (tle:rth; Zarvr:,e.t Tl;Iereafter; coming forward unobserved by di,ving
s en.':laer,d e would -drag away a bather by the legs,
"M % ge ‘1n performmg‘ his sandhya standing up in the
it , ower-_basket and loin-cloth of another were always
. bsnll)g. he Geeta of one bather was stolen. He had made the
I;le };;a ((i)}; 1(i>rfn ]:;m;ther,cry by putti.ng water into the ears of the child.
vty ed one’s bac'k to his shoulder and from there jumped
g .o he Wz;;ter, Ehying ‘T am Mahesha’. He Himself wor-
oty n1}11 y occupying the seat arranged for worship by
o k ’ef aving first eaten the intended offering. He threw

at one’s hody, after one had finished his bath, and had for the
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purpose all the naughty boys at His heels. He put the cloths of
all male persons in the place of those of females and vice versa, to
the utter shame of all who put on the wrong cloths. This was done
cvery day. He did not get out of the water for half the day. Was
it not likely that He might fall ill?

These Brahmanas were not the only complainants. The girls
had serious grievances which they duly laid before Sachi Devi. He
stole their cloths, abused them and got up a quarrel if they pro-
tested. He forcibly took away all the flowers and fruits brought
by them for performing their vowed worships (brata) and scatter-

ed them in all directions.

As, after bathing in the Ganges, the girls began to worship
the gods, Nimai would appear on the spot with the other children
and took His seat in the midst of the girls. He asked the maidens
to worship Him and told them that He would give them the boon
they desired, that Ganga and Durga are His maid-servants and
Mahesha is also only His servant. With His own hands He put
the sandal-paste on His Own Person, wore the garlands of flowers,
snatched the intended offerings from the girls and ate them.
The girls were very indignant and said that ‘He was their brother
by the relationship of the village. It was not proper for them to say
all this against Him. But He should also not take away their
articles for the worship of the gods and should not be boisterous in
His behaviour. To this He would only say, ‘I give the boon to all
of you. The husbands of you all will be most beautiful, learned,
adept, youthful and possessing an abundance of grain and other
riches. Every one of you will have seven sons a-piece, all of whom
will live for ever and be of an excellent understanding.” The girls
were much pleased at heart on hearing about the boon, although
externally they took up the scolding attitude by the display of false
anger. Some of the girls ran away with their offerings. Nimai,
however, called out to them and angrily told them that if they

proved miserly and did not give Him their offerings, they would
have old husbands with four co-wives. ~ They were extremely

frightened on hearing this, lest He might possess some supernatural

art or be possessed by any deity. They accordingly brought their
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offerings back to Him. The Lord ate those offerings and then gave
them the boon which they desired. He threw sand at their bodies,
after they had finished their bath, and this was done by Him at the
head of all the naughty children. Coming up unobserved He
shouted into one’s ear with a loud voice. He spouted water with
His Mouth at one’s face,. He stuck the prickly seeds of okhra
into the hair of a third. He wanted to marry some. He did this
every day, as if He was the Son of the King. Nimii, they alleged,
acted exactly as the Son of Nanda in old times. If he was not
checked, they would be compelled some day to tell their parents, and
then there would be serious trouble.

On hearing all this the mother of the Lord smiled and, taking
all of them on her lap, spoke kindly to them: ‘Let Nimai come
Home to-day. I will tie up His Hands and Feet and punish Him,
so that He may not again cause any trouble to you.” Then the
girls, after taking the dust of Sachi’s feet on their heads, made
their way once more to the Ganges for their bath.

But, as a matter of fact, all concerned were exceedingly pleased
in their minds, however wayward might be the conduct of the Lord
towards them, by the force of the actual benefit dispensed. They
came to Misra to acquaint him with those occurrences, only for the
fun of it.  Misra, however, took their complaints seriously and
spoke threateningl_v and with anger: ‘He constantly behaves in this
way to all persons and has made it impossible for any one to bathe
in the Ganges in a satisfactory manner. 1 must immediately go

there myself and give Him a good thrashing that He may never
do this again. If a1 of you try,

you will not prevent me from
punishing Him.’

Gauranga, the Lord of al| beings, was aware of all this, He
knew it all, as soon as Misra was on his way to the Ganges with

an angry mind. ' He was then playing with other children, easily
recognisable among them all by

girls were the first to inform Hi
wambhar, Misra will be coming

His extraordinary Beauty. The
m. They said, ‘Be careful, Vish-
just now; fly at once’ Ag the
Lord, taking all the children with Him, ran to catch hold of them,
those Brahmana maidens scattered in a fright.
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The Lord now instructed all His companions to tell Misra that
his Son had not come to bathe at all. He had gonfe hom‘e from
school by the other road. They were waiting for His coming for
His bath. After coaching the boys in this manner, the Lord return-
ed home by another path. The good Misra now appe.ared at the
bathing-place of the Ganges. On reaching the s:pot M}sra eag?rly
looked about in all directions but could not find his Son in the midst
of the children,  Misra asked them about the whereabouts of
Vishwambhar. The children readily replied, ‘He has not come to
bathe to-day. He went home by the other road z%fter school. We
are all waiting here for Him.” Misra, with stick in hand, peered 1.n'
all directions and stormed and threatened, being unabl.e to find his
Boy. Those Brahmanas, who had complained to him for fun,
no;\' came forward and informed him that Vishwambhar had ﬂefl
home for fear; and they entreated Misra to return home but not
say any unkind words to the Boy, telling him t%lat jchey ther.nsel.ves
would catch and take the Boy to him, if He again did any m1s'ch1ef.
‘What we had told you, was said in fun. There is no one in the
three worlds who is more fortunate than yourself. What can
hunger, thirst or sorrow do to him in whose home there happens
to be such a Child? You alone have truly served the Feet of the
Lord. Most fortunate, indeed, is he who has such a Son. If
Vishwambhar commits crores of mischief, hold Him fast to your
bosom.” Misra said, ‘That Child is the Son of you all. Swear
by me that you will never be offended with Him.’ And then
Misra embraced them all and came back home.

Lord Vishwambhar had gone home by another path, with.“che
beautiful books in His Hands, looking like a second Moon. Points
of writing-ink adorned all parts of His Body, as if the champakg
flower was besieged on all sides by the black bees. Th'e Lor :
began to call loudly on His mother asking for oil tc? rub His Body
for going to the Ganges for His bath. The voice of her S.on
gladdened the heart of Sachi. She could not discover any sign
of bath on His Person. She gave Him oil and began to mt.zse.
‘T do not understand what those girls and the Brihmanas said just
now. His Body is still spotted with the marks of ink-and He
has the same books and the same cloth!” = Presently Misra also

K—40
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returned home. = Vishwambhar ran into the arms of Misra as soon
as He caught sight of him. By that embrace Misra lost all faculty
of his external activity, having been filled with happiness at the
very sight of his Boy. Misra also noticed that His Son’s whole
Body was full of dust and was astonished on finding no sign of
bath. Misra said, ‘Viswambhar, is this Your good sense? Why
don’t You allow the people to bathe? Why do You steal the
offerings for the worship of Vishnu? Are You not afraid even
of Vishnu? The Lord said, ‘T have not gone for my bath to-day.
My companions have gone there before Me., They misbehave to
all the people. - People blame Me even when T am not really there.
If they thus slander Me when I am absent, I say truly that T will
really treat them ill.”  With these words the Lord ran away laugh-
ing to the side of the Ganges to bathe and re joined those children.
As soon as they saw Vishwambhar in their midst, all the children
embraced Him and burst into uproarious laughter on hearing of
His ruse. They all praised His cleverness and congratulated Him
on His narrow escape and resumed thejr pastimes in the water.
Here at home Sachi and Jagannath cogitated over the affair.
‘What all those people said cannot be false. W hy then was there
no sign of bath on His Person? The same dusty Body, the same
Dress, Books, Cloth and Hair?  ‘Is it possible Vishwambhar is no
mortal? Has Krishna Himself been born as our Son by His own
Power, or some transcendental person?”  While they were think-
ing in this manner, the Crest-jewel of all the twice-born made His
Appearance. Their déliberations were ended by joy at the sight
of their Son. Both were filled with instinctive gladness and all
suspicions were laid at rest. Half the day, whilé the Lord was
away for His study, seemed to those two' as a couple of Ages.:
In this manner played the Lord of Vaikuntha and by His Own
Contrivance not a single person was able to recognise Him.

Those, who put up with the almost intolerable turbulences of
this strikingly beautiful Urchin, certainly possessed a more than
ordinary share of patience and of the truly asthetic and tender
sentiment. A naughty boy is most liked, if his naughtiness is
purely juvenile and the outcome ‘of an abundance of the pure child-
ish energy. Tt is in this sense that the extraordinary events of
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the Childhood of Sree Gaursundar have been affected to be regarded
by His empiric admirers.

But the point of view of the associates and .narrators of‘th.e
Transcendental Deeds of the Lord is altogethe{- different and it is
their point of view which will give us the att}t\}de of thos.e who
were taught the true relation between the }'ellglon ar{d His own
illustrative Conduct by Sree Chaitanya Himself; and they had
also the opportunity of realising the Absolute Truth of those stat?-
ments by their actual experience. The sum and substance of their
attitude is that these pranks of the Childhood of Sree Gaursu.ndar,
Who was by far the most turbulent of all the naughty children
who then abounded at Nabadwip, were not only tolerated but they
made all those, who were the victims of His turbulence, have. an
extraordinary affection for the Child Whom a fevxr f?rtun.ate
persons also regarded as Transcendgntal. It is on this hlst.or‘u.:al
fact that a momentous generalisation in regard to these Act1v1t1'es
has been made to rest, viz., that when Godhead Himself appears in
this world, He comes here with His Divine Associates and' Abodci
and These alone are the directly incorporated helpers of His Leela
in this world. ‘ i

All those persons, who had anything to do with the f\Cthltl?S
of Sree Gaursundar, are the eternal associates and serv.al-l’cs ?f t}.le
Lord who came into this world for the purpose of part1'c1pat1ng in
His Activities. - But they themselves did not know this fully,. z%s
such knowledge would take away the possibility of t?xose Activi-
ties. . So 'their knowledge was to that extent moc¥1ﬁed by the
Spiritual Power of Godhead. This apparent obscuration of knovf\lf-
ledge, that is thus found in His devotees serves to augmen; the
joy of His Pastimes and is totally different from the ef:fect o ‘;h e
operation of the Deluding Power that shuts out the view of he
Divinity from fallen souls of this world by the screen of the
material world. il : : .

- The psilanthfopists do not understand this v1fa1. dlfferf:nce

between the apparently similar functions of the two dlStll’lCt‘ powers
and confound the spiritual with the worldly. ~Th§ result of such
ignorance is also most deplorable. A lgrge nur‘nbe.r 'of -rascals
have in all Agés set up as ‘Incarnations’ (the term is theirs) of
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the Divinity and have imitated the activities, the real Avatars
narrated in the Scriptures. The unbelievable holdness and shame-
lessness of these ‘Incarnations’ have captured the credulity of
even sensuously disposed cultured people who have fallen easy
victims to their own immoral designs.
have re-acted on the beliefs of the mor
unfortunately enough served to shak
claims of any kind.

These events in their turn
€ moral sections and have
e their belief in spiritual

This is the psychology of the sceptics and impersonalists whose
condition is not otherwise different from their deluded immoral
brethren who are actually misled to accept the worst forms of
vice as the means of attaining the promised spiritual condition.
Both these deluded groups remain necessarily confined to worldly
activities which are, by their very nature, offensive to Godhead,
the one through undue credulity and the other through undue
incredulity, regarding one’s imperative spiritual duty.

True belief in Godhead is spontaneous and, in its natural form,
is very rare in this world. Those who really believe in God are
thereby freed from all worldliness. The conduct of perfectly pure
souls cannot be understood, so long as we remain in the condition
that is dominated by the sensuous outlook. The only way of
getting out of the sad plight is to gradually acquire faith in
spiritual existence by listening to the accounts of the Transcen-
dental Activities of the Lord in His different Avataras from the
lips of true sadhus who alone can prevent us from falling into the

errors of the misguided psilanthropists (prakrita Sahajiyas) on
the one hand and sceptics and atheists on the other, the plight
that would befall us if we try to understand those accounts in the
light (which is really

7 obscuring) of our sensuous understanding.

The Boy continued to be a source of trouble to all the neigh-
bours. They complained to Sachi that the Boy stole their things
and beat their little children. On hearing this Sachi scolded
Nimai and ordered Him to remain always at home and never to
80 to anyone’s house. This so much angered the Lord that He
forthwith ran into the house and smashed all the earthen pots
that He found there.  Then Sachi took Him into her arms and
He was pleased and felt ashamed for His naughtiness. One day
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He struck Sachi gently with His Hands and wept when éhe fzm;eci
away being so struck. The women who nursed Sachi sai ;‘ l:;1
if He could get green cocoanuts, His mother would 1'ecover... 1e
Lord immediately went out of the house and returned with two
green cocoanuts. This feat astonished everybody, z}s the .green
cocoanut was a rare fruit at Sree Mayapur and almost impossible to
at that time of the year.
Procu(:le day as Sachi lay in her couch with her S(?n, she be.hel_(%
that the house was filled with celestial beings. Sachi asked Nll’Il‘;?.f
to call His father. As He was leaving the rO(.)rrf to fetch (1;
father, the tinkling sound of anklet (nupura) distinctly proceed-
ed from His Feet. Misra told Sachi that he actually. heard ﬂ}lle
sound of nupura coming from the bare Feet 01:’ the Child. Salc'1
said that she had a most strange experience. She had beheld tlmt
the courtyard of the house was thronged by .a great crowd ofl ce ;s;
tial beings. She did not understand the noise that they ma ?, u
could infer that they must have been chanting hymns o.f pralse’to
some One. Misra said that there was no cause for'anx1ety, what-
ever happened. He only desired the welfare of Vishwambhar.

Another day, on noticing the wayward na.ltur.e (?f the.: Boy,
Misra scolded Him very severely and tried to 1r}it111 11.1 Him .the
principles of orderliness enjoined by Religion. That mght. Mlsr(all
had a dream in which he beheld that a Brahmana came to him an
told him with an angry voice that he did not kn(?w.at all the r;al
truth regarding his Son, and it was owving to h.IS ignorance that
he scolded and punished Him under the impression .that He was,
indeed, his son and protege. Whereupon Misra said that wha;c-
ever the Child might be in Himself, even if he were B god, a self-
realised soul (siddha), a contemplative sage. (muni), or hov}\lr'so-
ever great a personage, He was still only his o BcTy t(? im.
It was the specific duty of a father to teach and maintain his son.
If he did not tell Him about it, how would the BO}j know the
meaning of Religion? The Brahmana said that if th? Child was per-
fect in all knowledge by the grace of Godhead ?—Ilmself‘and pos-
sessed spontaneous Omniscience, then his te:ilchmg m.ust be per-
fectly useless. Whereupon Misra said that it was still the c{u'fy
of the father to teach his Son, even if He happened to be Nara-
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vana Himself, They discoursed in this way, Misra ignoring all
other considerations in trying to uphold the point of vgi:w ofg t?l
p:;lren?. Th‘:it Brahmana was at last satisfied and took his leav:
}(:is 1(:/[1sra with great pleasure. Misra told all his friends about
ream and all of them were very much surprised to hear of it.

CHAPTER VII

GROWING BOY—(Continued)

Sree GAURSUNDAR pursued His studies at the Academy of
Gangadas Pandit with great zeal. He soon acquired a great pro-
ficiency in the sutra, panji and tika of Vyakarana. One day the
Lord, making obeisance to the feet of His mother, begged for a
boon from her. Having made mother promise to give Him what-
ever boon He desired, the Lord said that she was to promise that
she would not eat cooked grain (annam) on the Lord’s Day (eka-
dasi). Sachi agreed to follow His advice, and from that dav
observed the ekadasi fast.

In this manner Sree Gaursundar continued to manifest Him-
self in various ways under the guise of childhood pastimes. He
was extremely turbulent and restless and paid no heed to the
expostulations of His mother who tried to teach Him to be quiet.
The warnings and entreaties of His mother seemed only to increase
His waywardness. He used to break whatever article of the
house He could lay His hands on. The parents, for fear of fur-
ther mischief, gave up all attempt to oppose Him, to the great joy
of the Child, Who was thereby afforded an opportunity of unres-
trained play. Nimai soon ceased to be afraid of all persons, includ-
ing His parents. The only person, whom He still feared, was His
elder brother, Viswarup, Whose very sight made Him exceedingly
meek. :

Viswarup had no attachment for the things oZ this world even
from His birth. He devoted all His time to discourses about
Krishna. He served Krishna with the ear, mouth, mind and all
senses, and served only Krishna at ‘all time. ' Viswarup was struck
by the habits of His younger Brother, which were altogether dif-
ferent from those of ordinary children. ~He realised the conduct
of Nimii as identical with that of Boy-Krishna. He was aware



