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Vowels: Svara

The sounds of the Sanksrit alphabet are divided among the different places
in the mouth; a and a are pronounced in the throat, i and 1 at the palate,
u and G with the lips, r and t with the tongue curled upward at the roof
of the mouth, 1 and | at the teeth, e at the palate, ai sliding from throat to
palate, o at the lips, au sliding from throat to lips, and ah at the throat. (&
is a nasal sound)

[19")

H — a, pronounced like “a” in “Roman,”?

HAT — a, pronounced like “a” in “father,”
3-— i, pronounced like “i” in “it” or “pin,”
é- — 1, pronounced like “i” in “police,”
I — u, pronounced like “u” in “push,”
I — 1, pronounced like “u” in “rude,”
 — r, pronounced like “er” in “fiber,”
3|€ — 1, pronounced like “ree” in “reel,”
E% — 1, pronounced like “le” in “angle,”
— |, pronounced like “lea” in “leash,”
3 >

Q- — e, pronounced like “ay” in “way,”
ﬁ\- — ai, pronounced like “ai” in “aisle,”

3:i [ — o, pronounced like “0” in “note,”

IMany of these pronunciation examples s have been taken from the fine introduction to
Sanskrit called Sanskrit: an easy introduction to an enchanting language by Ashok Aklujkar.
(Richmond, British Columbia: Svadhyaya Publications, 1992)




31 l — au, pronounced like “ow” in “now,”
A am, pronounced like “ung” in “rung,”

* .
H:— ah, pronounced like “aha,”

Consonants: Visnujana/Vyanjana

The Ka-varga

These velar consonants are all pronounced in the throat.

a:l_ — k, pronounced like the “k” in “sky,”

qd _ kh, pronounced like “c” in “cat,”
<
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T':— g, pronounced like the “g” in “gum,”
a:— gh, pronounced like the “gh” in “doghouse,”

S n, pronounced like “ng” in “sung,”

-~

The Ca-varga

These palatal consonants are all pronounced at the palate.

< — ¢, pronounced like the “ch” in “church,”

<
g — ch, pronounced like the “ch” in “chew,”
N
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E':— j, pronounced like “j” in “jump,”

§|'— jh, pronounce this like ”j” with a strong outward breath,”
<

H —3, pronounced like “n” in “canyon,”

~



The ta-varga

These retroflex consonants are all pronounced with the tip of the tongue
curled upward touching the roof of the mouth.

< _ t, pronounced like the “t” in “art” or “stop,”
~

o — th, pronounced like the “th” in “boathouse,”
~

3\- — d, pronounced like “d” in “ardent” or “bird,”

G — dh, pronounce this like “dh” in “hardhat,”

~
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Ul — 1, pronounced like “n” in “yarn,” “land” or “tint,”
\

The ta-varga

These dental consonants are all pronounced at the teeth.

d — t, pronounced like the “th” in “the,” “them” or the french
<
word “tete (head),

g th, pronounced like the above letter ‘', but with more
~N
aspiration,

E:_ d, pronounced like in the french word “donner” (to give),
g[ — dh, pronounce this like “d” with a strong outward breath,

1 — n, pronounced like “n” in “no,”
<



The pa-varga
These labial consonants are all pronouced with the lips.

€.\

‘3[ — p, pronounced like the “p” in “spin,”
‘{T — pha, pronounced like the “ph” in “tophat,”
a: — b, pronounced like “b” in “boat,”

H_— bh, pronouned like “bh” in “abhor,”

-~

H_— m, pronounced like “m” in “mud,”

-

The Semivowels

The sounds are divided thus; y is produced at the palate, r at the roof of
the mouth, | at the teeth, and v at the lips.

€l CC

?3[— y, pronounced like the “y* in “yoga,“

L 1, pronounced like the “r” in “relic,“
~

o — 1, pronounced like “1” in “land,”

-~

qd_— v, pronounced like “v” in “vote,”

-~

The Sibilants

The sounds are divided thus; § is produced at the palate, s at the roof of
the mouth, s at the teeth, and h at the throat.



I — S, pronounced like the “sh” in “Swedish-chocolate,“

-

‘3[ — s, pronounced with tongue curled upward touching the
roof of the mouth,

q_ s, pronounced like “s” in “sun,”

~

g- — h, pronounced like “h” in “house,”
X

Combining Vowels and Consonants

Most vowel consonant combinations follow the pattern shown here.

d + A = &
£Q AT = &l
§+3‘=%
§+§‘=Ehsl'
T+ 3 -7
T F -7
T +H - F
TR - T
Te@ = F
T w -7
§+Q'=%
§+ﬁ\'=%
§+3ﬁ'=ﬁ
§+3ﬁ'=aﬁ'



and

EEE EbEEEEREE & £ E

shE mabl Rl eg

+ 4+ 4+ + 4+ + + 4+ + + + + o+ o+

FE FEFEFEEEREEEEEE

And so forth.



Compound Consonants

F kka
F ktra
FT kya
& ksa
T gya
&7 ghya
& nhksa
§ ngha
] nya
=4 cya
7 jiiya
$H ficma
A tya

g dghra
U nta
ue n dha
©h tkra
& tna
I tya
o—~q tsnva
g dda
§ dbha
g dva

o dhra
=< nda
¥ npra
& ptya
& pla
&% bda
&7 bya
¥ bhva
H mma
I yva
™ lva
I Sca

#9 kkha
T ktrya
= kra
& ksma
I gra

o ghra
& nksva
] nghya
¥ cca
3T chya
SH jma
¥ ncya
3 thya
% ddha
Ug ntha
UUr nna
T tta
o~ tnya
T tra

o« thva
g ddya
& dbhya
gl dvya
7 dhrya
=% ndra
“H nma
J pna
I pva
& bdha
o bra

o mra
¥ mya
o~ lka

& lha
T scya

F kea
& ktva
FT krya
& ksya
4 grya
§ nka
g nkha
§ nghra
=5, ccha
3, chra
ST jya
¥, ncha
& thra
<7 dma
TS nda
UH nma
T ttya
9 tpa
3 trya
7 dga
@ ddha
T dma
g dhna
=T dhva
=T ndha
4 nya
“I ppa
X psa
g bna

g bva
 mpa
o mra
&7 Ipa
g vna
I sna

0 kna
# kna

& kla

& ksva
" ghna
g nta

gJ nkhya
g nna
=g, cchra
ST jja
ST jra

I fja

§ dga

ST dya
UST ndya
UT nya
T ttra
o tpra
o tva

g dgra
& ddhya
T dya
T dhnya
= nta
= ndhra
9 nra

“H pma
& psva
g bba

+T bhna
T mpra
= mla
& lma
J vya
37 sya

& kta
@ knya
& kva
% khya
= ghnya
gJ nktya
§ nga

§ nna
o cha
5= jjha
39 jva
39 fjya
¥ dgya
&T dhya
7% ndra
U9 nva
Td ttva
oH tma
o tsa

g dgha
g dna

g dra
= dhma
=T ntya
¥ nna
“H nsa
T pya
s bgha
=7 bbha
¥ bhya
¥ mba
= mva
& lya
a vra

3 $ra

& ktya
FT kma
F kvya
g khra
= ghma
g] nkya
¥ ngya
g nma
=H cma
T jha

g fica

g tta

§ dgha
G dhra
TS ndrya
oh tka
o ttha
o tmya
o tsna
§ dghra
g dba

oI drya
=T dhya
= ntra
<9 npa
q pta

Y pra

&7 bja
& bbhya
Y bhra
"7 mbha
o yya
& lla

g vva
3 srya



7 $la T $va T dvya TI$sa Tsta = stya
¥stra  Frstrya Fstva Fstha SMspa T snya
STspa Tspra SHsma SFsya Ssva Ehska
&g skha & sta T stya T stra &9 stv & stha
 sna S snya ¥9 spa Th spha ™ sma T smya
T sya Hsra Tgsva THssa mhna &Fhna

& hma & hya & hra & hla & hva

Pronunciation Table

gutteral | palatal | retroflex | dental | labial
short vowel T g £y ) I
long vowel AT T T En SEREED
unvoiced/unaspirated & T e T T
unvoiced/aspirated q £y [ oI T
voiced/unaspirated T ST g T T
voiced/aspirated T £l 3 Cl T
nasal Ea T o T T
semivowel T T S8 T
sibilants T Y q g

T slides from gutteral to palatal.

2 slides from gutteral to labial.



