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Mahamantra

Mantra and Mahamantra

Sri Gaurahari, the source of all descents (avatdra) who purifies the
Age of Kali, referred to a specific, sixteen-name, thirty-two syllable
set of names of Sri Krsna as the mahamantra (the great mantra):

Master himself instructed all:

“Hear joyfully this Mahamantra

Of the holy names of Krsna:

‘Hare Krsna Hare Krsna

Krsna Krsna Hare Hare!

Hare Rama Hare Rama

Rama Rama Hare Hare!””

Master said: “Now I have spoken

this Mahamantra; repeat (japa) it

one and all, with persistence (nirbandha).
From it will come every success for all.
Say it each and every moment;

here there is no other rule!™

! Caitanya-bhagavata, Madhya (2), 23.75-78:
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6 Mahamantra

Generally, a word with power deposited in it by sages and that
has descended through a line of aural (srauta) gurus, that is con-
nected with a seed (syllable), that has a sage, a meter, and a divinty
and is adorned with the word namas (meaning “bow, salutation”),
that consists of a name of Bhagavan with the fourth or dative case
and that establishes a relationship with Bhagavan is called a mantra.
But, the sixteen names in the vocative case (signifying calling to
someone) are not merely called “mantra” by that source of descents
who purifies the Age of Kali (Sri Gaura) but “mahamantra.” Before
the word “mantra” he used the word mahat (“great, large, big, huge,
ample, extensive, long, abundant, numerous, considerable, impor-
tant, high, eminent”) to indicate something most special about it.

Sri Gaurahari, Both the Form and Giver of
the Mahamantra

The mahamantra is the source of all mantras. The mahamantrais Gaura-
sundara, the love-in-separation form of the combined body of Radha
and Govinda. Sri Gaurahari, the combined embodiment of Radha
and Madhava, enacted his sport of giving bhaktas and instructing
them in the mahamantra, which contains the two names Hara and
Krsna as calls or addresses and which is beautified by feelings of
love-in-separation, and then spread it himself. This kind of com-
passion, which has not been offered for a long time, is very rare in
the world.

The Whole and the Part

Within the mahamantra the quality of being a mantra is included. Be-
yond that, the generosity and sweetness of the holy names, which

%1 oot o e <
B (xre W4T O TR
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Sundarananda Dasa 7

are the essence of all mantras, are present in full measure. The power
of causing liberation, or the quality of carrying one beyond, that
belongs to mantras and the power of bestowing divine love, or the
quality of taking one to the highest limit, both exist simultaneously
and completely in the mahamantra. Within the whole, the parts are
always existent.

Mahamantra Not to be Revealed Like Other
Mantras?

Mantras are generally not to be recited loudly or revealed to others.
If one reveals a mantra that one has received from one’s gurudeva to
another person one becomes an offender and a resident in unlimited
hells. still, is that the situation in the case of the mahdmantra also?
Should the mahamantra not be recited loudly or in the hearing of
others? Are there no rules and restrictions for the mahamantra like
there are for other mantras? In other words, mantras are (1) to be
heard from an aural guru’s lips, are not (2) to be revealed to anyone
else, are (3) to be chanted as japa (silently) and not recited loudly or
in the form of songs, and finally (5) are to be counted.” Are these
kinds of restrictions not to be applied to the mahamantra which is
the very image of generosity?

Evidential Sources

In the subject, if one wants to arrive at the proper conclusion one
has to search for evidence in the scriptures and in the instructions
and practices of the source-descent who purifies the Age of Kali (Sr
Krsnacaitanya) and his companions, such as the exemplary teacher

20nly after extracting the following promise from a person who seeks instruction,
does a guru instruct that person in mantra:

T T AT FATeTe|

Reciting (japa) a mantra without counting and revealing it to anyone, [these should
not be done]. (Hari-bhakti-vildsa, 2.177)



8 Mahamantra

of the holy names, Thakura Haridasa, Gosvamins such Sri Riipa, Sri
Raghunitha, and so forth, and other companions of Sri Gaura.

The Instruction through Practice of Gaura-
hari

The gurudeva, outside the hearing of others, recites the mantra in the
ear of his disciple and that mantra is not to be revealed to others—
this has already been stated.®* But when Mahaprabhu taught the
mahamantra to his bhaktas did he do that outside the hearing of oth-
ers, only in the ear of a specific bhakta, or did he teach it to many
bhaktas loudly? Did Mahaprabhu say that this mantra is not to be
revealed to others like other mantras and only recited to oneself
(japya), or did he teach that is to be spoken every moment? By the
practice and instruction of Mahaprabhu, whose sport was to teach
the people, it is proven that the mahdamantra is not only to be re-
cited to oneself (japya) like that other Visnu mantras, but it is to be
repeated (kirtaniya) loudly as well. This is not hard to conceive; it
has been revealed in Mahaprabhu’s own practice in many places.
Later, those will be cited.

Uncounted Recitation

Now here there is a doubt. If the mahamantra is not only to be recited
to oneself like other mantras, but is also to be repeated loudly, then
does that other unavoidable rule of keeping count of one’s repeti-
tions also not apply to the mahamantra? Because, it is clearly stated
in Prabhu’s teaching: “Say it every moment; in this there is no other

3Hari-bhakti-vildsa, 2.136, citing a verse from the Narada-paficardtra:

T AT qhed2d 7 Tl
Mo <Ferm o Réfuftel SRR |
The mantra taught by one’s guru is not to be taught to anyone else, nor is it to be

spoken in assembly. Similarly, sacred text is to be kept secret and protected like
one’s own body.



Sundarananda Dasa 9

rule.” In other words say the mahamantra every moment—repeat it
loudly; in this there is no other rule. That is, repeating it loudly is
the only rule; in this there is no room for any other rule.

Is this the meaning of Prabhu’s statement? Let’s revisit the state-
ments of the Caitanya-bhagavata to determine the meaning of Prabhu’s
statements:

Master said: “Now I have spoken

this mahamantra; chanting (japa) it

one and all, with perseverance (nirbandha),

from it will come every success for all.

Say it each and every moment; in this there is no other
rule!™

If one reconciles the prior and the latter of the four verses of
Prabhu’s statement cited above, it is clearly understood that “recit-
ing” or japa “with perseverance” (nirbandha-sahakare), that is, keep-
ing count of one’s repetitions in a regulated way, and “saying it ev-
ery moment,” or kirtana (saying it loudly) are together the only rule
for partaking of mahdamantra. Apart from that, there is no other rule.
If you take it in any other way, the prior and the latter are not rec-
onciled. If, for instance, apart from “saying it every moment” or in
other words, doing it as kirtana, there were no other rule or, in other
words, if repeating it “with perseverance” or in a counted manner
were not a rule, then the rule about reciting (japa) it “with persever-
ance” (i.e., with counting) in the prior verse would be meaningless.
Therefore, apart from the rule of repeating the mahamantra “with
perseverance” mentioned in the prior verse there is no second rule.
That means that, unlike with other mantras (as is described in the
Hari-bhakti-vildsa, in the section on the rule of counting in reciting),
there are no approved good or bad times for repeating it nor any

4Vrndavana Dasa, Caitanya-bhagavata, Madhya, 23.77-78:

oG I Ffeee 93 TRITY
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10 Mahamantra

rules for initiation or purification rites and so forth. This is clear
from Mahaprabhu’s order that the mahdmantra should be spoken ev-
ery moment.

Some people may say: “Another meaning can be made out of
Prabhu’s statement—the mahamantra when recited (as japa) is to be
done with counting and when it is “to be said at every moment”
or as kirtana, it is not dependent on any rule. In other words, only
when one recites it is there a rule for keeping count. When one says
it loudly as in kirtana there is no necessity to count it or observe any
rule at all.”

If one accepts this meaning then the instruction through prac-
tice of Mahaprabhu, who performed kirtana of the mahamantra at ev-
ery moment, as well as of the Teacher of the Holy Name (Sri Haridasa
Thakura) and of other companions of Sri Gaura becomes meaning-
less. This will be clearly discussed in another place.

Here may arise another question—when there is a rule for the
saying of the mahamantra at every moment, or for doing it as kirtana,
can one sing it with muscial instruments and so forth, too?

Kirtana of the Mahamantra with Musical In-
struments

When the mahamantra is sung with the accompaniment of musical
instruments, if the one and only rule enjoined by Mahaprabhu, that
repetition of the holy name be counted, is an impediment to that
then how can it be repeated with singing and musical accompani-
ment? Among all of the kirtanas that Mahaprabhu and his bhaktas
performed with singing and instruments, as described in the Cai-
tanya biographies and hymns, nowhere is there an example of a
kirtana of the holy name performed with singing and musical in-
struments in which the holy names were not counted. Then again,
if someone performs, with singing and musical instruments, songs
from the Caitanya-bhagavata that describe Mahaprabhu’s teachings
on the holy name, they can do so without counting that mahamantra.
But, that is not cultivation of the mahamantra, because in uttering
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(japa) or singing (kirtana) the mahamantra, there is the instruction
that it should be repeated more than once and in that instruction
there is the rule of keeping count of the number of times it is re-
peated. Therefore, among the kinds of practice Mahaprabhu demon-
strated through his bhaktas, the following is found:

Prabhu said, “Do you know

Whom I call a Lakh-lord’?

One who says a hundred thousand
Holy names each day.®

Prabhu said, “If you are aged,

Do a smaller number.

You have your accomplished body.

Why do you insist on practice? ...

Now do a smaller number in your kirtana.”®

In the Caitanya-mangala Locanadasa Thakura says:

Smiling said Prabhu to all the bhaktas:

“Give away this holy name of mine from house to house.

All the people, young and old, who live in Navadvipa,

Candalas, unfortunates, honest folk, and villains, too,

Teach them all the holy name along with knotting.

Then easily all people will cross beyond worldly exis-
tence.”’

Sibid., Antya 9.121:

&g I G AR el FIR? |
af e e (@ 2%t S| |

%ibid., Antya 11.24, 26:

A TR T G2 R g 4 |
e oY, e Sl & 792 | .o
O g R4 FE T ARG | |

"Locanadasa, Caitanya-mangala, Madhya, p. 118:

AT TRl 2 T TS |
@2 (TR 2R 72 9@ 9 | |



12 Mahamantra

Gaurahari’s Practice Regarding the Holy Name

Before all else, let us determine what teaching Sri Gaurasundara, the
initiator of musical presentation (sarkirtana) of the holy name him-
self, gave to living beings through his own practice. Riipa Gosvamin
Prabhu in his Stavamala has praised Sri Krsnacaitanyadeva:

Tongue vibrating with “Hare Krsna” loudly,
Glowing hand on a thread around his waist
Which is beautified by a row of knots

Made for counting the holy names,

Eyes enlarged, arms trembling like two long bolts,
0 will he come, that Caitanya,

Before my eyes again?®

The Gaudiya Vedantacarya, Baladeva Vidyabhiisana, has written
the following in his commentary on the this verse:

The words “Hare Krsna” are to be taken as standing for
the whole mantra. His tongue was made to vibrate or
to dance by the loud vocalization of the sixteen name,
thirty-two syllable mantra. A line of knots created to
count the vocalized names made fortunate or beautiful
the thread around his waist, the border of which illu-
mined his left hand.’

RN G (I TS O |
vare, 35S @ sweee e | |
eI fRrahe 2famm afy Ff1 |
TR I (FAIF TS O | |

8Rﬁpa Gosvamin, First Caitanydastaka, 5:

B PG FPHRAREAT AT
H AN ORP TS A ;|
ENIRIGIR PR DURICRIBRE L

F da=: T 7 TR garafeiy oe|

9Baladeva Vidyabhiisana, comm. on the Stavamala of Ripa Gosvamin: & $-

SOIRY AU SIS STHLRERTT AU eeRreaTNa THRAT Hagea I—
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In repeating the mahamantra, “Hare Krsna,” loudly his tongue
danced; his left hand was brightened by the thread around his waist
which was adorned with a line of knots created to count the vocal-
ized holy names; his eyes were large and wide and his arms were
decorated with two, long, undulating covers, or, were as long as
door bolts; will that Caitanya again pass before my eyes?

From the verse just cited of Prabhu Riipa Gosvamin it is evident
in clear language that the world teacher Krsnacaitanya Mahaprabhu
presented the model for loud repetition (kirtana) of the sixteen name,
thirty-two syllable mahamantra that was both loudly performed and
counted. What better evidence can there be than Mahaprabhu’s
own practice and Riipa Gosvamin’s written instruction?

Ripa Gosvamin in a benedictory verse of his Brief Nectar of the
Bhagavata (Samksepa-bhagavatamrta) has also proclaimed the teach-
ing of Krsnacaitanya Mahaprabhu concerning repeating loudly the
sixteen name, thirty-two syllable mahamantra:

The syllables “Hare Krsna,”

From the mouth of Sri Caitanya

Is submerging the world in divine love.
May his calls be victorious!*

In his commentary Baladeva Vidyabhisana says:

By that, the thirty-two syllable mantra of the holy name
is understood. His calls means his names.!!

May the thirty-two syllable mantra of the holy name, “Hare Krsna,”
calling to SriHari, that issues from the mouth of SriKrsnacaitanyadeva,

1 5T I ;| AP eaTRar MU et A1 S, T G G Siog,
T degeiivae: R g I |
1°R{ipa Gosvamin, Samksepa-bhagavatamrta, 1.4:

s & peofaute:|
oo oI, DT forrea darea||

11Baladeva Vidyabhiisana, comm. on the Samksepa-bhagavatamrta, 1.4: O GTfch—

Q&R A A1E | TETEAT:—PSUHTIT




14 Mahamantra

while submerging the people of the world in a flood of divine love,
reign supreme above all!

By this statement of Riipa Gosvamin it is also proven that Sri-
man Mahaprabhu used to repeat loudy the world-benefitting mahd-
mantra. “Calls” are done at top volume; moreover, if they were not
done loudly they would not be heard by the livings of the world.
Therefore, Ripa’s foremost follower, Raghunatha Dasa, too, sings,
in the clearest terms, of Sriman Mahaprabhu’s instruction to the
people of Bengal concerning the repetition of the mahamantra:

The Master, having accepted

In all the world these people of Gauda
As his own, teaches them like a father:
“O repeat the names ‘Hare Krsna’
Through the practice of counting them.”
Will that son of Saci ever again

Cross the path of my eyes?'?

Prabodhananda Sarasvati has raised Sri Gaurahari’s name as a
loud singer of the mahamantra along with counting when he extends
his blessings to the people of the world:

His hand trembling with divine love

He ties knots with the strings around his waist
To keep count and repeats the names

“Hare Krsna,” his own world-blessing names.
Face bathed with tears, he wants to see
Jagannatha, who is himself;

And so he goes to and from the temple,
Pleasing everyone who sees him.

May golden-bodied Hari protect you."

12Raghunatha Dasa, Caitanyastaka, 5:
forored AiEiam, sr e uRrar TR,
& POUAE TURIfEAT dHicrre o
et frert S 3 v g
rfiRg: o & ool arR=Ify |

Bprabodhananda Sarasvati, Caitanya-candramrta, 3.16:
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Repeating his own names “Hare Krsna,” which are auspicious
for all the worlds, and tying knots in the threads about his waist to
keep count of the names, his hands trembled from deep love. Out
of desire to see his own other form, Jagannatha, with tears washing
his face, he went back and forth to the temple, increasing the joy
of the people who saw him. May that Sri Gauranga-Sri Hari protect
you all.

Thakura Vrndavana Dasa in his Caitanya-bhagavata praises Sri
Caitanyacandra as a repeater of the mahamantra with counting:

Victory to the might

Of Navadvipa’s new lamplight!

A lion for those elephants

Who are impious ignorants!
Holder of a thread for counting
Repetitions of his own name!

To Caitanyacandra who is

Lord Murari let there be victory!™

He who is like a new light in Navadvipa, like a matchless lion in
controlling the elephants in the form of heretics, and who holds a
string with knots for keeping track of the number of repetitions of
his own names: “Hare Krsna ... ,” may he, Lord Murari (Krsna) under
the name Caitanyacandra, be victorious!

That Mahaprabhu used to repeat the holy name with counting
all the time Thakura Vrndavana Dasa has revealed in particular in
describing his sport in Nilacala:

FET SFRI Faa]] T-2fi] HeTeRad: |
SSISIGRENEIEREREEAN IR ISR

Vrndavana Dasa, Caitanya-bhagavata, 2.5.1:

T AaGIase T —
T Wﬁzﬁfﬁgz|

FIATTIRETSTIRALRY
YFraeal TR ||



16 Mahamantra

When he moved about

Repeating the holy name with counting,
Someone went before him

Carrying a Tulasi plant.

The Master followed after

Looking at the Tulasi.

Showers of joy fell, flowing

Over his holy body.

Wherever the Master sat down,
Repeating the name with counting,
There they kept a Tulasi plant

By the Master’s side. He looked at Tulasi
And repeated the name with counting.
This principle of bhakti-yoga

Who else would know?

Then, when the number of names was complete,
The Lord left taking Tulasi with him.
What the teacher Narayana teaches,
One who accepts it finds protection,'®

If he does not accept the instruction of the teaching guru, Gaura-
Narayana (Sri Caitanya), who manifested his sport to provide the
model for repeating the mahamantra every moment in a counted
way, the living being is not protected. This the Vyasa of Caitanya’s

15ibid., 3.8.57-62:

I BT IRAF-AI A a1z |
T (T W BT TG | |
FRGITS BT &g et (I |
AGT ST Srerst fZw | |
FRAFI-A CTCS (T BT &G 0T |
TRAR AT G &g A | |
AN (AT SO TS+ |
9 SFEFEIR 0§ & @ S| |
53 (T2 HL51-T1sT F5pef faratt |
BUET ST SO Gerot el | |
fRrlesss AR (T FAICH = |
IRl (T W (R G A T | |
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divine sport (Sri Vrndavana Dasa) proclaims with the thunder of a
lightning-clap.

When Mahaprabhu was present, he used to repeat the holy name
with the help of counting. When Mahaprabhu was ready to travel to
the South India alone Sri Nityananda Prabhu while making several
efforts to send Krsnadasa Vipra along with him made the following
argument:

Your two hands are bound up
In counting the holy names.
How will you carry your
Water pot and outer cloth?

When Vallabha Bhatta came to Sri Krsnacaitanyadeva to read
to him his own commentary on the Bhagavata, Krsnacaitanya told
Vallabha Bhatta:

I'm not able to understand

The meaning of the Bhagavata;

[ am not qualified to listen to

The meaning of the Bhdgavata.

I only sit and repeat Krsna’s names;

My number of holy names

Is not complete during the day or night."”

16Krsnadasa Kaviraja, Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 7.37:

(T 72 T8 5 -5/ |
TreTolg R AR | |

Yibid., Antya 7.78-9:

... S JfRTs 1 oH1f |
shgel wivrs @ify 92 affwd| |
Jf5T e SIa SR 2|
SRS Sff (I = [l | |



18 Mahamantra

Mother Visnupriya’s Practice

Thus we have completed Mahaprabhu’s example and instructions
on the counted repetition (japa) and singing (kirtana) of the maha-
mantra. What has Gaura’s power (sakti), Sri Visnupriya Devi, taught
the world? That we can discover in books such as The Ocean of Bhakti
(Bhakti-ratnakara) and the Play of Divine Love (Prema-vildsa):

She completed her number of

Holy names using grains of rice.

Then she cooked those grains of rice and
Offered them to her lord.*®

Hear, all you brothers, of the way

The lady repeated the holy name,
Hearing which you will understand
The nature of the divine sport.
Bringing a new pot made of clay

And then placing on her two sides,

An empty pot and a pot filled with rice.
As she chants once the sixteen-name,
Thirty-two syllable [mahamantra]

She places one grain of rice in the pot
With a heart filled with joy.

Until the third prahara®® of the day

She ceaselessly repeats the holy name.
Then she takes the rice accumulated
In that pot and cooks only that amount.

That she feeds her lord with tears in her eyes.?

18Narahari Cakravartin, Bhakti-ratnakara, 4.50:

BRA-31471-51f S T |
O ST NI T &G T | |

19A prahara is a period of time measuring three hours.
20prema-vildsa, 4th Vilasa:

SR AeRe ¥ O3 71 |
T FU-HJCE A 2 S| |
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The Namacarya Haridasa’s Practice

Such were the practices of Sri Visnupriya Thakurani. Now, what do
we find in the practices of Sri Haridasa Thakura, who Mahaprabhu
manifested in the world through his power to teach the greatness of
the names of Hari in the world and to instruct the world the method
of praise through the names of Hari:

The character of the branch of
Haridas Thakur is wonderous.
Three hundred thousand names
He repeated without fail.

In a deserted forest he

Built a hut and honored tulsi.

Day and night he performed
Repetitions of holy name

Numbering three hundred thousand.?!

Sri Haridas Thakur said to the prostitute sent by Ramacandra
Khan:

Performing the sacrifice

A Jgrew it 73 sfe & |
a3 *[TFAIG SF AItE O of | |
OFIIF St (I -S4 |
OF TG AL G TFH-SST | |
DO &2 oY A 2N |
SIS (T YT 2 (AN S T | |
C1R (77 SY @ T FIl|

S R AL SR (2| |

HUKrsnadasa Kaviraja, Caitanya-caritamrta, 1.10.43, 3.3.99:

BELERIE CRINERECIES)

&1 &% =TT (8! e woifSs | |
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Of repeating ten million

Holy names in a single month,
Into this I am solemnly initiated.
When it is complete,

I will come to you at end.?

The exemplary teacher of the holy name, Haridas Thakur, used
to perform counted sarikirtana of the holy name. In the way that this
can be understood through the statements of Kaviraja Gosvamin
from one angle, again from another angle that he loudly used to do
counted kirtana of the holy name can be understood, too:

One day Haridasa
Sitting in his cave,
louding did sarnkirtana.”®

When, while Thakur Haridas was doing this loud sarikirtana of
the holy name, Maya, the deluder of living beings, came to him, that
teacher of the holy name said to Maya:

Numbered sarikirtana of the holy names
I consider to be the great sacrifice.

[ am consecrated into it each day.

As long as the kirtana is not complete,

[ can pursue no other desire.

When the kirtana is finished,

The consecration comes to an end.

Sit at the door and listen

To sarikirtana of the holy names.

21bid. 3.3.123:
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When the holy names are complete,
I will do what pleases you.

Saying this, he did sankirtana

Of the holy names.

That woman sat there

Listening to the holy names.?

In the Caitanya-bhagavata there is a roguish brahmana from the
village of Harinadi who, hearing Haridasa’s loud kirtana of the holy
names, became unhappy and told that Name-Master (namdcarya):
“The instruction of scripture is to recite the name of Hari in one’s
mind. There is no mention in any scripture about reciting the name
of Hari loudly. On this matter a gathering of scholars will be call-
ing together and Haridasa Thakura’s view will be refuted.” In re-
sponse the Name-Master recited statements of scripture and estab-
lished that kirtana of the name of Hari is better than japa of Hari’s
name. This topic is described in the final portion of the sixteenth
chapter of the first division of the Caitanya-bhagavata.

Elsewhere, in the Caitanya-caritamrta Mahaprabhu said:

Haridasa Thakura—foremost of great Bhagavatas.
Every day he recites three hundred thousand names.?

What can we learn from the example the Name-Master gave us
just before the sport of his departure?

21bid. 3.3.238-41:
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He saw—Haridasa Thakura has laid down

Slowly he doing counted sarnkirtana.

Govinde said, “Get up! Come and eat,”

Haridasa said, “Today I will fast.

I have not completed my count; how will I eat?
You have brought grace food; how will T reject it?2

The Lord said,—What disease? Tell me the details.
He replied,—I have not finished the count.?”

All these examples and statements of the Name-Master prove
very clearly that he used to repeat the Mahamantra while counting
them. He never used to recite holy names, softly or loudly, without
counting them.

Sri Gopinatha’s Practice When Imprisoned

SriRayaRamananda’s brother Sri Gopinatha was imprisoned for cap-
ital punishment by the oldest son (Barajena) of Pattanayaka Sri Prata-
parudra. Even when he was being led to the scaffold he was repeat-

ing the holy names while counting them:

Gopinatha fearlessly
repeated the names of Krsna.
“Hare Krsna Hare Krsna,”

%Cc.,3.11.17-19:

O, —2fRI SR IR *157 |
S T TSR RTINS | |
NRTw 0z, —B5, Wit F9% (Siew |
2w S, —wifen S e | |
ALLT-TTRIGA A AR, @I AIET?
SR SRR, (FCS Seoify?

27Cc.,3.11.23:

4G TR, —FH I F2© fefa|
ST TR, —RAI-TRSH 7 57T | |



Sundarananda Dasa 23

he said without cessation.

To keep count, he marked the fingers

of both hands. When a thousand was reached,
he made cuts on his body.

Hearing this, Mahaprabhu

felt the highest joy. Who can

understand Gaura’s mercy

when it’s in disguise?*

Even when brought to the door of the king, Sri Gopinatha did not
give up his counting while repeating the holy names. Then, since it
was not convenient to keep a string of tulasi beads, he kept count on
his hands and on his body. From all of these examples it is clearly
proven that for one who chants the Mahamantra, it is necessary at
all times and in all circumstances to keep a count. Though there is
no consideration of place or time for chanting the Mahamantra, still
the one unavoidable rule is that one must count while chanting the
holy names—that must be observed.

Sri Raghunath’s Practice

The daily manner of worship of the companion of the Sri Gaura,
Srila Raghunathadasa Gosvami Prabhu, has been described by Srila
Kaviraja Gosvami. In that one can see that Srila Raghunatha counted
while chanting a hundred thousand holy names:

He did one thousand prostrations,
a hundred thousand holy names

2(.c.,3.9.56-58.
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and to Vaisnavas two thousand bows.?

The Six Gosvamins’ Practice

astaka), the examples of Sri Riipa, Sanatana, the two Raghunathas,
Jiva, Gopalabhatta and other teachers counting while repeating the
holy names is clearly recorded:

[ praise Rpa and Sanatana,

with the two Raghunathas,

and Sri Jiva and Gopala,

all of whom filled their time with
prostrations and with singing

the holy names while counting them.
They conquered sleep, eating, and
idle pleasures and were
extremely humble. They were
enchanted by the joy of

the sweetness of recalling

the traits of Radha and Krsna.*®

In this passage, by the words samkhyd-ptirvaka-nama-gana the idea
that the Mahamantra is only to be counted during japa (private rep-
etition) is refuted. While “singing” (gana) or at times of loud praise
(aka., sankirtana), too, the Six Gosvamins used to count while pro-
nouncing the holy names. This is proven.

C.c., 1.10.99:
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The Practices of the Siksa Students of SriJiva

The middle period teachers who were immediate followers of the

Thakuran’s disciple Sri Yadunandanadasa has written in his work
Pleasure for the Ears (Karnananda):

While counting he repeated

the names of Hari for a prahara.>!
Another prahara went to
studying the sacred texts.>

In the Play of Divine Love (Prema-vilasa), the way Narottama Thakur
Mahasaya honored the holy name is described in this way:

One year passed for Narottama

in repeating the holy name.

For that time he practiced day and night.
Two hundred thousand names he did,
sitting in a solitary place.

While counting he repeated

the holy names, sitting awake at night.

Narottama repeated

one hundred thousand names.

When he repeated the names

he took on all of Gauranga’s powers.**

31A period of three hours.
32Pleasure for the Ears, Berampur edition, First Chapter, page 4:
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When there was opportunity

he repeated the holy names.

In this way a count of

a hundred thousand was measured.**

In the Reveal of Syamananda (Syamananda-prakasa), it has been
said of Sri Syamananda:

He practiced day and night
a hundred thousand holy names,
visiting Govinda and holy men.*

The Practices of the Lineages of Disciples

to King Virahamvira Narahari Cakravartin has described:

Introducing what he said before,
with great joy he gave initiation
into the Radha-Krsna mantras.
He taught the meaning of the
Desire-gayatri with great care.
He made the repetition of the
holy names fixed [by number].3
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34ibid., Chapter 17.
35The Reveal of Syamananda, Second Chapter:
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disciples used to celebrate the Mahamantra in the following ways in
his Pleasure for the Ears:

Ramakrsna Cattaraja

was one of the master’s branches.
How will I write of his glory

and merits? Always engaged

in the holy names, he ever
repreated the names counting them
in japa without cessation.*’

Then that one named Kalanidhi Cattaraja

was always engaged in repeating Hari’s names.
This was his fondest desire.

Master said, “To Caitanya you are most dear.
You make it a rule to chant

a hundred thousand names.*®

In the village of Kaficanagariya,
each one of the master’s followers
keeps a rule to chant a hundred
thousand names of Hari.
FIF- A e = 249 | |
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By day they do not chant the names,
at night they sit tying their hair with rope
to the roofs of their huts and smiling they chant.*

His*® wife Sucarita was very smart.
She was recipient of Radha’s grace
and had a very fine character.

She repeated Hari’s names

a hundred thousand times

and spoke moment to moment

of Mahaprabhu’s deeds.*!

Master gave his grace to
Kaviraja Karnaptura.

who repeated Hari’s names
a hundred thousand times.*

Sri Vam$idasa Thakura Mahasaya,
whose branch is dear to Master
and a reservoir of sweetness,

398ri Yadunandanadasa, Pleasure for the Ears:
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was ever engaged in Hari’s names.
He repeated Hari’s names always,
counting the names in japa,
always without cessation.*

Ramacarana Cakravarti

was a servant of Master.

I will describe some

of his many disciples.

A hundred thousand names of Hari
they counted in their japa.

They talked of Radha-Krsna sports
and relished them immensely.**

An object of Master’s grace

was one Catta Krsnadasa.

A hundred thousand names of Hari
he recited in his japa;

his faith was in the holy names.*

Most dear to Master was
Sri Mathuradasa.

43$ri Yadunandanadasa, Pleasure for the Ears:
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He was thoroughly pleased
always repeatingd Hari’s names.*®

There was Sri Atmarama,
Master’s dear servant.

Always repeating Hari’s name,
indifferent to worldly life.””

One named Sri Durgadasa

was Master’s own servant.

He always repeated Hari’s names,
feeling ecstasy inside.*®

And there was another servant,
Sri Gokulanandadasa.

He always repeated Hari’s names,
his faith was in the lord’s names.*

There, he bestowed his grace

on Vallavi Kavipati.

Who, gaining shelter at his feet,
became a man of virtuous deeds.

He always repeated Hari’s names,

4681 Yadunandanadasa, Pleasure for the Ears:
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in a regulated manner.
Without finishing one hundred thousand
Names of Hari, he would not eat.>®

Then the Master bestowed his grace
on Nimai Kaviraja,

Rupa Kaviraja’s brother,

famous throughout the world.

He repeated Hari’s names

counting a hundred thousand names.
In group singing of Hari’s names

he danced, being absorbed in bliss.>!

After that, he gave his grace

to Srimanta Cakravarti,

who, finding shelter at his feet,

became someone whose fame was made.

He repeated a hundred thousand

names of Hari; he believed

in the holy names. He was

a huge enjoyer of rasa.

Towards worldly life he was indifferent.>?

>0$ri Yadunandanadasa, Pleasure for the Ears:

TS Ffe vl 7w
AT A2 R 224 JFe | |
IS Tt st e e |
&% 2far {1 7 e (oo | |

51$ri Yadunandanadasa, Pleasure for the Ears:

W A Al (Fr frg FREAS|
Tl FRANCTH TSl L5 G- | |
& RIS ot RS (T T |
IS o5 T IS =37

528ri Yadunandanadasa, Pleasure for the Ears:

I 5 P (T A 5@ |

S Sf1EaT Rica (et ol | |
T AN &, TS |



32

Mahamantra

Sri Syamasundaradasa

was a simple brahmana.

He chanted the names of Hari
a hundred thousand times.

Premi Harirama and
Muktarama Dasa always
had firm faith in the Master
and inside they rejoiced.

All of them, meeting together,
had their meals in the same place.
All repeated Hari’s names

a hundred thousand times.*

The Practices of Sri Sri Jagai and Madhai

After attaining the grace of Nitai and Gaura, Jagai and Madhai used
to chant the Mahamantra along with counting. That Thakura Vrnda-
vana described in his Lordship of Caitanya (Caitanya-bhdgavata) in the
following way:

The two, Jagai and Madhai,
by the grace of Caitanya,
reside in the town of Nadiya
in the most virtuous way.

T3 Afie fow, Feomte S| |

53 All these quotes from Sri Yadunandanadasa come from the Baharampura edition
of the text (Pleasure for the Ears), First Chapter, pp 10-24:
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Bathing in the Ganges at daybreak,
they, in a lonely place, repeat

two hundred thousand names of Krsna
each and every day.*

When a ring-leader of thieves wanted to steal the jewelry on Ni-
tyananda Prabhu’s body and, by Nityananda’s grace, he surrendered
to him, then in allegiance to Nityananda’s instructions he, along
with his followers, gave up the profession of stealing. He became in-
tent on pursuing vituous behavior and while counting chanted the
names of Hari.

Giving up the misbehavior

of crime, thievery, and violence,
they all took on the practices

of extremely good people.

They all repeated Hari’s names
by the hundreds of thousands.
They all became expert

in the yoga of bhakti to Visnu.>

>4Vrndavanadasa, Cai.-bhdg., 2.15.4-5:
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The Practice of the Disciple of the Teacher
of the Holy Name

After the prostitute sent by Sri Ramacandra Khan took shelter at the
feet of the Teacher of the Holy Name, Haridasa Thakura, she used to
repeat the Holy Name while counting by his instruction.

Covering her head with one garment
she remained in her house.

Night and day she repeated

three hundred thousand Holy Names.>

The Master’s Instruction to Tapanamisra

When Sri Tapanamisra asked Mahaprabhu about means and goal,
Mahaprabhu gave Misra this kind of instruction:

Night and day repeat the Names
while eating and while lying down
In the Veda its glory

cannot be given.

Whatever little there is

about the truth of means and goal,

one will achieve everything

through group singing®” of Hari’s names.
Hari’s names, Hari’s names

nothing but Hari’s names;

in the age of Kali there is not,

there is not, there is not another way.
Hare Krsna Hare Krsna

%6Cc., 3.3.139:
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Krsna Krsna Hare Hare,

Hare Rama Hare Rama

Rama Rama Hare Hare.

Reciting this holy name verse,
repeat the mahamantra,
sixteen names, thirty-two syllables;
this is indeed the science.

As one continues to practice
when the bud of love appears,
then one will know the truth
of means and goal.®®

An Objection to this Argument

In this passage, repeating the Holy Names night and day “while eat-
ing and while lying down” can never be done while counting. When
one is eating the right hand is engaged. Therefore, it is not possi-
ble to keep count with that hand at that time. In Sri Mahaprabhu’s
statement “Hari is always to be praised,”’ the times for going for
a bath and so forth are included in that word “always.” If so then,
how is it possible to keep count of the names chanted? Moreover,

58Cai. bha., 1.14.140, 143-47:
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in the Bhakti-sandarbha (para. 263) Sri Jiva Gosvamin has cited state-
ments from the Bhagavan-nama-kaumudi and a commentary on the
Visnu-sahasra-nama-stotra in which a brahmana instructs a friend of
a ksatriya that in all actions such as standing, sleeping, walking, fu-
ture travel, and so forth and in all conditions such as hunger, thirst,
stumbling, and so forth one should repeat Govinda’s name. For in-
stance:

One who is standing, sleeping,
walking, preparing to travel
should always say “Govinda,”

in conditions of hunger,

thirst, stumbling, and so forth.*

If we take these scriptural statements from the Bhakti-sandarbha
with Mahaprabhu’s statements: “repeat the Holy Names night and
day while eating, while sleeping,”®* and “while eating, while sleep-
ing, whatever the case maybe, repeat the Holy Names. There is no
wrong time, place, nor any restrictions; all success will happen,”®?
and reconcile them, we find that the instruction of scripture and
the instruction of the Master is to repeat the names of the Lord at
all times and at all places. But at this place in the text immediately
after Mahaprabhu’s teaching on the singing of the names of Hari
(hari-nama-sankirtana) the verse from the Brhan-naradiya Purana is
cited: “Hari’s names, Hari’s names, nothing but Hari’s names,” and
immediately after that the sixteen-name, thirty-two syllable Maha-
mantra is presented. Therefore, by the implication of Mahaprabhu’s
statement, the Mahamantra is to be repeated “while eating, while

¢0Bhakti-sandarbha, para. 263, quoting the Visnu-dharma:
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lying down,” counted or uncounted, in any condition whatsoever.
This is being proven.

Resolution of this Objection

The conclusion of those who make this argument is invented inside
their own heads. Therefore, is it not extremely important that it
be reconciled with the instructions of Mahaprabhu and his com-
panions as well as of scripture? The subject of singing of Sri Hari’s
Names Mahaprabhu has taught as part of a general teaching about
names of the Lord. If one imagines that as specifically about the
Mahamantra of Krsna’s names, then it does not agree with the Mas-
ter’s other instructions and practices. Though Sri Gopinatha was
being led out for punishment, he was counting while repeating the
Holy Names. The statement of the Visnudharma that was cited in
the Bhakti-sandarbha was about singing the name Govinda. There-
fore, saying that since one should repeat the Holy Name “while eat-
ing, while lying down,” one should repeat the Mahamantra without
counting—Mahaprabhu never gave such an instruction. He always
made a distinction for the mantra nature of the Mahamantra.

The Distinction between the Mahamantra and
singing the Holy Names

There is a distinciton between the methods of the Mahamantra and
the singing of the Holy Names. In the Caitanya-bhagavata®® the in-
structions for the Mahamantra and singing the Holy Names were
given together: “Hear with joy the Mahamantra of Krsna’s names,”**
saying this, Mahaprabhu spoke the sixteen-name, thirty-two sylla-
ble Mahamantra. Finishing that topic, he gave another instruction
immediately following that:

032.23.76-92.
64Cai, bha. 2.23.76: TFRT-NZTY ©=7 T
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“Five or ten people gathering

and sitting at their own doorways,|
may you all do songful praise (kirtana)
to the clapping of your hands:||
‘haraye namah krsna yadavaya namah|
gopala govinda rama srimadhusiidanal|
Thus praise in song has been described
to all of you. Wives, sons, fathers,
gathering together, do this at home.®

265

In this way from town to town

SacT’s son encouraged singing praise.
Lifting up all, Master embraced them,
gave them garlands from his neck.

Taking grass in his teeth, he begged:
“Brothers all, worship Krsna night and day
Seeing Master’s pain, everyone cried.

17767

65

A bow to Hari, O Krsna,

A bow to Yadu’s descendant,
0 Gopala, 0 Govinda

0 Rama, Sri Madhustidana!

Six names of Krsna featuring different qualities and connections. Hari is the remover
of sins or stealer of hearts; Krsna the attractive one; Yadava refers to Krsna’s appear-
ance among the descendants of Yadu; Gopala is Krsna the cowherd; Govinda is Krsna
the cow-pleaser; Rama means Balarama, Krsna’s brother, Ramacandra, a previous
avatara of Krsna, or Krsna as enjoyer of the cowherd girls, and Madhustidana is Krsna
as the crusher of a demon named Madhu.

%Cai. bha.,2.23.79-81:
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In body, mind, and word,

they accepted singing praise,

with the highest joy, the citizens.
Clapping hands they sang: “Rama Narayana.”
In every house there were

drums, cymbals, and conch shells

to play at Durga’s festival.

Those same instruments were now
used for singing praise. Everyone

sang and played with satisfied hearts:
“Hari” and “Rama Rama,”

“Hari” and “Rama Rama.”

Thus arose in town Brahman’s name.%

Some interpreters connect the later verses containing Maha-
prabhu’s instructions on performing singing praise (sarikirtana) of
the Holy Name with the verses containing his instructions on the
Mahamantra and conclude that the Mahamantra, too, can be sung
and used in singing praise with being counted. Actually, Mahaprabhu,
after speaking the words “haraye namah ...,” said, “this singing praise
has been described to all of you.” Which this kind of clear language
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he has described what singing praise is. That singing praise he has
instructed women, sons, and fathers to get together and do and he
has shown by his own example to do it from town to town. With
the playing of drums, cymbals, and conch shells one sings “Hari and
Rama Rama, Hari and Rama Rama.”®® This “Name of Brahman” has
been sung in the form of singing praise in the towns. There is no
mention of the Mahamantra being sung. The Name of Brahman
is not the “Saving Name of Brahman” (taraka-brahma-nama) or the
Mahamantra. Though between the Name of Brahman that is sung
in the town and the essence of the Saving Name of Brahman there
is no concrete difference, there is a variety and a distinction within
the sport (lila).

If one considers the teaching Mahaprabhu has given in other
places on the singing praise of the names of Krsna and that he him-
self has revealed in various places in his sport, this conclusion will
be supported.

Singing Praise of Krsna’s names as Instructed
by Master

When his students asked Sri Nimai Pandita about nature of praise-
singing, Nimai instructed them in the songs and method of praise-
singing in the following way:

His students asked: “What sort of praise-singing?”
Master Son of Saci taught them:

“(Hare) Haraye namah

Krsna Yadavaya namah|

Gopala Govinda Rama

Sri Madhustidanal|”

Showing them the way, Master

clapped his hands and did praise-singing

Along with his students.”

%Cai. bha. 2.23.92.
70Cai. bha., 2.1.406-8:
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In the courtyard of Srivasa every night and on Sri Harivasara
(Ekadasi) from dawn throughout the night and day Mahaprabhu used
to perform Krsna praise-song with a gathering of bhaktas. What
was that praise-singing like? The son of Srivasa Pandita’s niece,
Narayani, Thakura Vrndavana Das has written:

On Sri Harivasara

Hari’s praise-singing is prescribed.
The Master, life-force of the world,
began to dance. The auspicious rite
started at pious Srivasa’s house.

The sounds of praise-song arose there:
“Gopala Govinda.”

Hear the forty songs of Master’s praise
to which the Master, life of the world,
danced in ecstasy. In all directions

the sound “Govinda” spread, and

the son of Saci danced in joy.

He became overwhelmed

with all of his companions.”
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What kind of praise-singing took place in Srivasa’s courtyard,
the place of the Circle Dance of praise-singing? That Srila Thakura
Vrndavana has further described:

“Glory to Krsna Murari

Mukunda Vanamali,”

day and night everyone sang,
becoming filled with delight.

Day and night Vi§vambhara danced
along with his followers.

No one felt tired;

all had pure bodies.”

One year of only the Name;

how many ages had passed?

In the bliss of consciousness,

no one really knew about it.

Like in the Great Circle Dance,

how many ages passed away?

All of the cowherd girls

thought them less than a sesame seed.”

More descriptions of the nightime praise-singing sessions of Sri
Gaura, Nityananda, and Advaitacarya in the courtyard of Sri Srivasa
are found:

Saying “Haribol” Master rose up.
Surrounding him, all his followers sang.

2sattva-kalevara—a body of pure being
73Cai. bha., 2.8.76-79:
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Advaitacarya was

beside himself with joy.
becoming greatly intoxicated,
he danced forgetting everything.

“Glory to Krsna Gopala

Govinda Vanamali,”

day and night everyone sang,
becoming filled with delight.
Nityananda and the great Master
were completely overwhelmed.
Still in Caitanya’s dance

they were supremely skilled.”

Singing Krsna’s names in Public Praise-singing
Gatherings

Inthe spreading of public praise-singing gatherings (nagara-sarikirtana),
we also see:

“haraye namah krsna yadavaya namah
gopala govinda rama srimadhusidana,”
this is praise singing and has been
described to all of you.

Wives, sons, fathers gather together,

74Cai. bha., 2.16.97-8, 100-1:
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go to your homes, and perform it.

In this way, the son of Saci
encouraged from town to town
gatherings for praise singing.”®
and

In the greatest pleasure,

all the citizens of the town

clapped their hands and sang “Rama Narayana.”
Drums, cymbols, and conch shells

are found in every house

to be played during Durga Puja.

All those instruments now are used

at the time of praise singing.

Everyone sings and plays with joyful hearts.
“Hari and Rama Rama, Hari and Rama Rama.”
In this way Brahman’s name rose in town.”®

When the Kazi who was of another religion (Islam) banned the

praise singing of the citizens of Navadvipa, some heretical Hindus,

75Cai. bha., 2.23.80-1, 85:
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supporting the side of the Kazi, said: “Scripture says that the name
of Hari is to be repeated in the mind.””’

Hearing of this impediment to the praise singing, Mahaprabhu
undertook to punish the Kazi and gathered together different com-
munities for public praise-singing gatherings. All the different songs
that were sung in the praise singing of the Hari’s name at that time
Thakura Vrndavana has elaborately described in the following man-
ner:

In the town arose a great

Krsna tumult. From place to place
saying “Hari” everyone danced.
“Hari and Rama Rama,

Hari and Rama Rama.”

say “Hari” everyone danced,

they were the fortunate ones.”®

and

Hundreds of thousands, tens of millions,

all of the communities

dancing in bliss they went

all over Navadvipa. [Singing]

“haraye namah krsna yadavaya namah

gopala govinda rama srimadhusidana,”

some danced gathering together.

Somewhere ten, somewhere five, they danced,
clapping their hands together.”

77Cai. bha., 2.23.110-14.
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In this connection Srila Thakura Vrndavana has promoted one
song and Sri Caitanyadeva’s “original” praise-song:

Master Gauranga, the beautiful,
went about dancing, surrounded
all around by his followers:

“O I place my mind on your feet.

O Holder of the Sarangal!

I place my mind on your feet.”°
This was Caitanyacandra’s

first praise-song. His followers sang
and the Son of Saci danced.®!

The other songs of the followers in the public praise-singing Srila
Thakura Vrndavana has made known:

The Lord of Vaikuntha danced

all over Nadiya. Around him

his followers sang of Punya-kirti.%
“Say Hari, o ignorant folks,

Say Hari, Hari. There is no

danger of punishment
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in saying the holy name.”

To all these praise-songs danced Gauracandra.
whose two lotus-like feet

Brahma and the other gods served.®®

After Mahaprabhu had performed the auspicious procession of
public praise singing and chastised the Kazi he returned home. Then,
too, the type of praise singing of the holy name he performed Thakura
Vrndavana has described:

After punishing the Kazi,

the king of all peoples®!

in the rapture of praise-singing

went dancing with all the people.

Playing drums, cymbals, and conch shells and clapping
their hands, [they sang:]

“Rama-Krsna Jaya-dvani

Govinda Gopala.”

“Jaya Krsna Mukunda
Murari Vanamali.”

All the citizens sang

with a clapping of hands.
Tumultuous “Jayas” spread
to every town and village.
Everyone floated in

an ocean of delight.®

83(Cai. bha., 2.23.268-70:
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Praise-singing of the Names at Other Times

How Mahaprabhu launched praise-singing of the holy names in the
weaver neighborhood of Navadvipa is described like this:

An auspicious sound arose,

the tumultuous sounds Jayal!

The weavers were overcome with joy.
All the residents danced,

clapping their hands [and singing:]
“Hari Bol Mukunda Gopala Vanamali!®

Mahaprabhu, when he danced in the emotion of Laksmi at Can-
drasekhara’s house. performed praise-singing of the holy names in
this way:

Mukunda performed

the auspicious opening song:
“Rama-Krsna bolo Hari
Gopala Govinda.”®’
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The kind of praise-singing Mahaprabhu performed when he re-
vealed his sport of renunciation is written about in Murarigupta’s
notes:

Having bowed to the feet of his teacher,
Hari, ocean of compassion, stayed there,
singing the beneficial names

“Sri Rama and Sri Narayana”

and of their [divine] qualities,

his composure shattered by love.%

The kind of praise-singing of the holy names that Gaurasundara
engaged in when he was wandering about in Radha-des$a is described
in the notes in this way:

Sometimes like an maddened elephant,
sometimes he increases in splendor,
sometimes he sings,“Govinda,

Krsna, Krsna” with esteem.*

The way that Mahaprabhu performed praise-singing of the holy
names when he went to Santipura is described by Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura and Kaviraja Gosvami respectively in the following ways:

The Lord of Vaikuntha danced

88Kedava Bharati.
89Murarigupta, Krsna-caitanya-caritamrta, 3.2.5:
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with his companions. This was
unprecedented on earth.

“Hari bol! Hari bol!

Hari bol! Brother!”

Other than this nothing else could be heard.**

and:

“What can I say, friend?

Today he had his pleasure.

Every day at my Madhava’s house.”

Having this song sung he danced in joy:
perspiring, trembling, covered

with goosebumps, with tears, shouts, and howls.”

Mahaprabhu at the time of his going to Nilacala performed praise-
singing of the holy names in the following way:

“Rama Raghava Rama Raghava

Rama Raghava Protect me!

Krsna Kesava Krsna Ke$ava

Krsna Ke$ava Deliver me!”

Thus singing this melodious song

and smiling, the best knower of the Truth,
taught these worlds, he who is

the imperishable

protector of the worlds.”
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and:

“Rama Raghava Rama Raghava
Rama Raghava Keep me!

Krsna Kesava Krsna Ke$ava
Krsna Kesava Protect me!”

The Lord, sings this verse

with a very sweet voice.

In the bliss of divine love

with stuttering speech I repeat it.”

51

Mahaprabhu performed praise-singing of the holy names in this

way in Bhuvane$vara:

Singing “Siva Rama Govinda,”

Gaura-raya clapped and danced always.

Going to Bhuvanesvara himself
Gauracandra worshipped Siva
along with his followers.

Those who do not accept

the teaching of the Lord,

who is the teaching guru,

by their own fault come to misery.
This much everyone knows.”
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and:

“Sri Rama Govinda Mukunda Saure
SriKrsna Narayana Vasudeva,”

to the king of bees intoxicated

by drinking the nectar of these names,
to the destroyer of all miseries

to [Siva, do I bow.]%

Mahaprabhu when at Alalanatha performed praising singing of
the holy names in the following way:

Some danced, some sang “Sri Krsna Gopala.”
People floated in love,
women, old folks, children.®’
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This is an interesting example in that the verse cited here is part of an eight-verse
praise poem directed to Siva called an astaka. This is verse six of that poem. It de-
scribes Siva as one who is intoxicated by the names of Krsna. So it is not actually an
example of Caitanya doing praise-singing, but of Siva doing it. Of course, Caitanya
and his followers are reciting the eight verse praise poem before the image of Siva
known as Bhuvaneévara during their worship of Siva referred to in the previous ex-
ample. The final or ninth verse of the poem, called the phala-sruti or the hearing of
the result of reciting the poem, says that one who hears this poem gains divine love
for Krsna, knowledge, understanding, unprecedented magnificence, becomes filled
with feeling for Krsna and respectful. Check the appendices for this astaka of Siva
recited by Caitanya for Bhuvanes$vara.

Of great interest here is the fact that Caitanya is described by his earliest biogra-
pher as worshlpmg Siva. This should perhaps be a lesson to those of his followers
who perceive Siva and Saivites as enemies of Caitanya’s movement.

%7Cai. bha., 2.7.81:
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and:

“Krsna, Krsna!” “Krsna!” he said
loudly again and again.

One moment he rolled on the ground,;
the next moment he fainted and
babbled; the next moment

he sang the names, “Govinda,

Krsna, Rama.” His body flowed with
great love when he saw Alalanatha.?®

At the time when Mahaprabhu was wandering in South India he
did praise-singing of the holy names in this way:

Like a drunken lion Master

went traveling. Absorbed in love,
he traveled along doing
praise-singing of the holy names.

Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna
Krsna Krsna Krsna Hey!
Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna,
Krsna Krsna Krsna Hey!
Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna
Krsna Krsna preserve me!
Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna
Krsna Krsna protect me!
Rama Raghava Rama Raghava
Rama Raghava preserve mel!
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Krsna Ke$ava Krsna Kesava
Krsna Ke$ava protect me!
Rama Raghava Rama Raghava
Rama Raghava protect me!
Krsna Ke$ava Krsna Kesava
Krsna Ke$ava preserve me!

Reciting this verse, he traveled on.

Going to the Gautami
Ganges he took his bath.”

and:

The Lord said: “Everyone say
‘Krsna Krsna Hari.’

Now shout in your gurus’ ears
Krsna’s name quite loudly.

Then all your ‘gurus’ will awaken.
All the ‘awakened’ will gather
and sing praises of Krsna.”

Then, in their gurus’ ears everyone shouted

“Krsna Rama Hari.” Awakening,
the teachers said “Hari Hari,

Cc., 2.9.13-4:
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and:

Krsna Krsna Victory Krsna Hey!
Krsna Krsna Victory Krsna Hey!
Krsna Krsna Victory Krsna Hey!

Krsna Krsna Victory Krsna protect us!'®!

and:

“Rama Raghava Rama Raghava
Rama Raghava protect me!

Krsna Kesava Krsna Ke$ava

Krsna Kesava preserve me!”
performing praise-singing like this,
vigorously and loudly,

on the road, his body excessively
covered with goose-flesh, his voice
distressed, and, seeing the frightful
forest in some places,

the highest lord looked [apprehensively 7] about him.!02
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and:

Traveling through the southern lands,
he danced and said [sang ? chanted 7] this:
“Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna

Krsna Krsna Krsna Hey!

Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna,

Krsna Krsna Krsna Hey!”

Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna

Krsna Krsna preserve me!

Krsna Krsna Krsna Krsna

Krsna Krsna protect me!*®

and:

Singing “Sri Rama Govinda Krsna”
and crossing the Godavari river,
Krsna entered the great Paficavati

forest overwhelmed with feelings
remembering Sri Rama and Sita.'%*

At the temple of Bindumadhava in Kasi when Mahaprabhu danced
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absorbed in divine love, Candrassekhara, Paramananda Kirtaniyf,
Tapanamisra, and Sanatana Gosvami performed praise-singing to-
gether. That, too, we find described in the words of Kaviraja Gosvami:

Sekhara, Paramananda,
Tapana, Sanatana,

these four joining together
performed praise-singing of the names:
“Hare Haraye namah
Krsna Yadavaya namah
Gopala Govinda Rama

Sri Madhusiidana.”

In all directions thousands
of people said “Hari Hari.”
An auspicious sound arose
filling heaven and earth.'®

How the followers of Mahaprabhu used to perform praise-singing
of the holy names while doing some sort of service has been de-
scribed by Vrndavana Dasa in the following way:

After bathing, Suklambara

with great care heated fragrant water.
Then, along with rice, he placed

in it the shining inner petals'®®

of plantain flowers without touching them
and the brahmin joined his hands together.
With delight Suklambara

began to sing: “Glory to Krsna

105¢Cc,, 2.25.62-4:
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Govinda Gopala Vanamali!”1%

Sanatana Gosvamin has described loud praise-singing of the holy
name in sweet tones in his Expanded Nectar of the Bhagavata:

[There is nothing] higher than

worship of the lotus-like feet

of Madanagopala

predominantly consisting of

praise-singing of the holy names,

which gives results beyond one’s wildest dreams.'%®

What is that praise-singing like? In his own commentary on that
verse he says:

Nothing higher than what? Nothing higher than [wor-
ship] that is made whole by loudly pronounced praise in
the form of sweetly melodic songs made of holy names
such as “SriKrsna, Krsna, Govinda, Gopala” and so forth.!®
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Sanatana makes an interesting distinction here: kirtana means repeating some-
thing loudly whereas samkirtana means singing something in sweet tones and, though
not specifically mentioned here, probably with the accompaniment of musical in-
struments. The importance of this passage for Sundarananda Das is in the example
Sanatana gives: different names of Krsna, but not the Mahamantra.
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If one attends to all these examples of praise-singing of the holy
names it is clear that there is a distinction between repeating the
Mahamantra (mahdmantra-kirtana) and praise-singing of the holy names
(nama-samkirtana). Praise-singing of the holy names is always sung
or celebrated with musical instruments in an uncounted manner.
But, while there are no rules concerning proper time or proper place
in the practice of repeating the Mahamantra, it should always to be
done with counting. For this reason there are no examples in any
of the previously mentioned authoritative books of the singing of
the Mahamantra in public praise-singing, or in celebrations involv-
ing songs and musical instruments, in the obserances of either Sri
Gaurasundara or of any of his contemporary companions.

The method of praise-singing the names of Gaura that Nitya-
nanda Prabhu, Advaitacarya, Srivasa and other contemporary fol-
lowers spread and the method Thakura Vrndavana, Krsnadasa Kaviraja
and other prominent teachers (acaryas) showed for the praise-singing
of the names of Gaura, Nityananda, Advaita or of the Five Principles
do not require counting or any similar practice. All these practices
demonstrate in an incidental way that the rule of counting applies
only in the case of loud repetition of the Mahamantra and not in the
case of the loud repetition of other names of the Lord. This is so be-
cause all these names are known simply as names of Hari or names
of Hari’s power; they are not mantras. The Mahamantra is not just
a name of Hari; it is referred using the word “mantra.” Therefore,
that has to be counted when it is recited.

Two Meanings of Mahamantra

Krsnadasa Kavirdja has used the word mahdmanta in two senses in
his Immortal Acts of Caitanya: as referring to eighteen syllable Em-
peror of mantras the Gopala-manta (in this case Mahamantra means
the king of mantras) (1) and as referring to the sixteen name thirty-
two syllable mantra (Hare Krsna ...).

You are a fool, unqualified
for the study of Vedanta.
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Repeat (japa) Krsna’s mantra always—
it is the essence of mantras.

From Krsna’s mantra will come
freedom from cyclic birth and death.
From Krsna’s mantra you will gain
proximity to Krsna’s feet.

There is no other sacred rite

in the Age of Kali.

The Name is the essence

of all mantras. This is

scripture’s essential truth.

What a mantra you gave,
Goswami, what power it has.
Repeating it over and over,
this mantra makes me crazy.
It causes laughter, causes dance;
it makes me weep loudly.
Hearing this, gurudev told me,
“this is the nature of Krsna’s
Mahamantra of his names—
whoever repeats it

develops love for Krsna.''°

Hocc, 1.7.72-4, 81-3:
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Whether the eighteen-syllable or ten-syllable Gopalamantra or
the sixteen name thirty-two syllable Mahamantra is meant, the word
Mahamantra used in either sense is to be recited as japa. This is
proven by the above citation.

Three types of Repetition (Japa)

Without japa (private chanting, repetition) there is no Mahamantra.
Japa is of three kinds: vocal (vacika), softly whispered (upamsu, lit.,
in a low voice or whisper, secretly), and mental (mdnasa). As the
Nrsimha Purana says:

The sacred practice of japa

is of three kinds and you should know
their differences. Vocal,

whispered, and mental are the three.
Of these three japa practices

the latter excell the former.

The form of japa which may

loudly pronounce a mantra

with syllables, high,low, and mid-range,
producing clear sounds is vocal.
Whispered japa, tradition says,

should pronounce a mantra softly;
one’s lips should move only slightly;
some sound is present for oneself.
Repetition with the mind,

letter after letter, word after word,
while thinking of the sounds’ meanings
is called the japa of the mind.!!!

M Gopala Bhatta/Sanatana Gosvamin, Hari-bhakti-vildsa, 17.155-158:
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And the Yajfiavalkya-dharma-sitra says:

A hundred times more effective
is whispered japa than vocal,
Mental japa a thousandfold,
since it equals meditation.!!?

Sanitana Gosvamin in his commentary on this passage says: “The
Jjapa of someone whispering is one hundred times better than vocal
japa.113

Gaurasundara’s vocal japa sport is described where descriptions

like: “Hare Krsna appears loudly on his tongue, his hand is on a shin-
ing thread around his blessed waist, a thread containing a series of
knots created for counting the holy names,”''4

The Practice of Praise-singing of the Maha-
mantra without Counting is Recent

In Gaursundara’s behavior and that of all of his elevated followers,
in deliberation, in settled conclusion, in speech, in the practices of
rule-initiated bhakti, and in passion-pursuant (raganuga) worship,
there is nowhere any evidence for or conduct supporting japa of
the Mahamantra (whether it be vocal, whispered, or mental) that
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is not counted. Nor do we hear any description of any old custom of
performing praise-singing using the Mahamantra with drums, cym-
bals, or other musical instruments. It has only been more or less 150
years since the practice of praise-singing the Mahamantra with mu-
sical instruments developed—this can gathered from the testimony
of old folks.

In the Vyasa-smrtiit is said: “all [mantras] that are repeated (japta)
without counting become fruitless.”'*®

In the text called Sri Sri Radhakrsnarcanapaddhati (A Manual for
the Ritual Worship of Radha and Krsna) by Siddha Krsnadasa Babaji of
Govardhana, it is stated unmistakably in relationship to the daily
practices of Caitanya Vaisnavas that;

Now, the afternoon duties: one should repeat the holy
names as fixed by number and listen to bhakti texts such
as the Bhagavata.t

One of the great panditas of Vrndavana, Srila Vanamali-lala Gosvami
says that in Vrndavana, beginning just a short time earlier, the prac-
tice of doing praise-singing of the Mahamantra with musical instru-
ments has appeared. Previously, that practice did not exist. In Ben-
gal presesnt day aged scholars headed by Atulakrsna Gosvami and
Rasikamohana Vidyabhiisana say they have not seen or heard of the
practice of uncounted praise-singing of the Mahamantra in Vaisnava
society previously.

Praise-singing of the Names of Gaura and Ni-
tyananda

We find all of the following examples of singing the names of Gaura
and Nityananda:

5Cited in the Hari-bhakti-vildsa, 17.135: ST TooTH e Hd fSthet aq
H16This passage is actually from Siddha Krsnadasa’s Sadhanamrtacandrikd, 5.1: 31—
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All the world now sings Gauracandra.
still all who don’t sing are ghosts.

One who is averse to singing

the name Krsna-caitanya

know for certain he’s a sinner ghost.!"’

and:

Now look, the one who utters
Caitanya’s name is overcome
with goose bumps and tears

in his love for Krsna.

As soon as one says Nityananda
love for Krsna arises.

Every limb is in disarray,

a Ganges-river of tears flows.
When one chants “Krsna,”
there is concern for offense.
When an offender says “Krsna,”
he feels no physical ecstasies.

With Caitanya and Nityananda
there are none of these concerns.
As soon as one says his name

he gives love and streams of tears gush forth.

The independent Lord

is extremely magnanimous.

But if one does not worship him
one will never get salvation.'®

17Cai, bha., 1.71-72:

e G AT oM (N4 |

oxl1forz 7T AR o gogw | |
AFwoT-C [y @ T |
5 Srifer (12 ooT gworet | |

HU8Cc,, 1.8.22-4,31-2:

IR (T4 S-S (X2 &7 |
FHETG FFF-F (T 27| |

Mahamantra



Sundarananda Dasa 65

Nityananda Prabhu spread the praise-singing of Caitanya’s name:

By Nityananda’s grace all the world
sings of Sri Caitanya’s descent.!'

and:

Serve Caitanya; sing Caitanya;

repeat Caitanya’s name!

One who performs bhakti to Caitanya,
that one is my life-breath.

In this way he spread in the world
bhakti for Caitanya.

The poor and lowly, the abusers,

all of them he delivered.'?

The Bengalis who went on pilgrimage to Nilacala (Puri) performed
praise-singing of Caitanya. On this subject the Caitanya-carita-mahakavya
(The Full Poem on the Acts of Caitanya) had this to say:

Thus they, overwhelmed by love
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for Gauranga, while singing

his names and qualities,

traveled along happily.

Beginning the singing in the morning,
in the evening or the night

they rested and performed

their other travel duties.!?!

In Nilacala (Puri) in the courtyard of Totagopinatha Nityananda

Prabhu and Gadadhara Pandita together performed praise-singing
of the names, beauty, qualities, and sports of Gaura:

Knowing of Nityananda’s going,
Gadadhara gave up reading
the Bhagavata and came quickly.

Then the two Lords becoming resolute
sat in one place, singing
auspicious songs of Caitanya.'?

In Nilacala (Puri) the bhaktas did praise-sining of Gaura’s name

following the wishes of Advaitacarya:

One day Advaita, becoming
delighted in the highest bliss,

121Kavikarnapiira, 14.29-30:
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said to all the bhaktas:
“Listen all my brothers,
make one assembly today
and sing full-throatedly
of Sri Caitanya Raya.
Today do not sing of

any other descent.
Caitanya Goswami

is all descents rolled into one.”'®

and:

Someone says: “Glory glory Son of Saci!”
Someone says: “Glory Gauracandra-Narayanal
Glory Lover of Praise-song, Gaura Gopala!
Glory Lover of Bhaktas, Ruin of the Wicked!”
Advaita the lion dances—indomitable.

All sing Caitanya’s merits, acts, and names.

Glory beautiful Gaura, Ocean of compassion!
Glory glory Prince of Vrndavanal
Glory glory glory Now King of Navadvipa!

Give me the shade of your lotus feet.

The bhaktas perform all these songs.

Advaita dances thinking of Gaura’s feet.!*

123Cai. bha. 3.9.157-9:
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and:

Someone came from Tripura;
someone else from Catigrama;
someone was from Srihattiyé;
someone else from Bangadesa.
Thousands of people did praise-singing
describing Sri Caitanya’s descent.
“Glory glory to Krsnacaitanya

who is none but Vanamali.!?®

Glory glory to him who delights

in the rapture of bhakti for himself.
Glory glory to him who takes

the form of the highest renunciant.
Glory glory to Murari,

the libertine of praise-singing.
Glory glory to the king of twice-born,
the frolicker from Vaikuntha.
Glory glory to the helper

of all the universes.

Glory glory to Krsna-

caitanya, the son of Saci.”

Singing in this way, they danced

those people numbering in the hundreds.'?®
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Radhamohana Thakura presented the praise-singing of Sri Gaura’s
names in this way:

Glory glory to the excellent

name of Sri Krsnacaitanya,

the unprecidented descent

of the wish-fulfilling tree.

Unasked, he distributed

the rare fruit of divine love.

All the most wicked are not left out.
The wish-fulfilling gem is not

the equal of that divine fruit.
Making the lowest caste first,

he gave that as his gift.

If one does not serve such a Lord,
nothing worth having will be gained.
Radhamohana says:

but if one worships that will be.'?”

He wrote in his commentary: With the intention, “Without the
worship of SrT Krsnacaitanya, the source of descents purifying the

O O Ao AN |
o o frier-efeam-goze | |
T O SRR |

O O FRRGA-eTHG-AN
o o e (g |
T O TRGNSF ST | |
T OT FRCES AIBIT T |
TS 511 TAICH =SR2 G | |

127Radhamohana Thakura, Padamrtasumudra (Ocean of the Nectar of Song), p. 487:
O O AT A |
oigho FeTot-fAfad T |
I fe? e coree |
3fes fR (S oI 7 |
fogmfer 2tz R weat ST |
B Wit S O Fell 7| |
(= &g W I T e 77 |
TR 1 S 7 2 |



70 Mahamantra

Age of Kali, what is to be done will not be” he wrote: “Glory glory to
the excellent name of Sri Krsnacaitanya” ... .12

The Practice of All of the Siksa Gurus

The instruction of Sriman Mahaprabhu who was enacting the role of
the teaching guru as well as of the Master of the Holy Name, Thakura
Narottama Thakura, and Syamananda Prabhu as well as from the
instructions and practices of their followers; the evidence of the
Caitanya-bhagavata, the Caitanya-caritamrta, the Caitanya-candrodaya
Nataka, the Caitanya-carita-mahakavya, the Caitanya-candramrta and
other authoritative scriptures or in other words the evidence of the
Lord himself and of the saints, scriptures, and gurus has specified a
system of praise-singing and repetition of the Mahamantra that re-
quires counting. Nowhere is there the method, system or instruc-
tion for repeating the Mahamantra without counting.

A Fraudulent Argument and its Refutation

Even though this conclusion has been thoroughly established by
the string of proofs just described, some appeal to a form of fal-
lacious reasoning saying: “There is no statement anywhere saying
‘the Mahamantra should not be repeated in an uncounted manner.””

Actually, in no teaching of scripture or of great souls is a conclu-
sion ever established by the inference that the absence of the prohi-
bition of something means its endorsement (nisedhabhave adesa) or
the absence of endorsement of some practice means its prohibition
(adesabhave nisedha). This is nothing but a fraudulent or deceptive
argument. Cannot those who make this false argument be asked
in return: “Where in scripture or in the words of Mahaprabhu, the
Master of the Holy Name, or the Gosvamins is there a teaching that

28GR — S AT I HRf 9 T E— oF o
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the Mahamantra should be repeated without counting?” Instead,
there is clear teaching for repetition with counting. Therefore, just
as the absense of their teaching in that matter (i.e., the uncounted
repetition of the Mahamantra) you do not accept as a prohibition,
so too the absense of prohibition you cannot accept as an endorse-
ment (of uncounted repetition of the Mahamantra). In this case, all
the clear instructions and practices that one receives only in an af-
firmative way should be followed. Srila [Narottama Dasa] Thakura
Mahasaya has said:

The path of the great-souls,  to that will I be loyal,
recognizing what came earlier and later.'?

Some folks, citing the Caitanya-bhagavata’s statement “Everyone
repeating this (japa giya) with persistence ..."*° and other state-
ments like it, say that Mahaprabhu clearly taught repetition (japa)
of the sixteen name, thirty-two syllable Mahamantra with persis-
tence, in other words, while keeping count. This is indeed true, but
when he has not prohibited doing loud praise (kirtana) of the holy
name without counting, uncounted loud praise (kirtana) of the holy
name, which is Brahman the Savior (taraka-brahman), cannot not be
forbidden.

Hearing this argument, some scholar (grammarian) has presented
acounter-argument: “Ifan ‘a’ follows it, an ‘" is replaced by a‘y’. But
since the fact that that does not happen to a ‘k’ is not stated, should
that happen to a ‘k’, too? When one gives a rule in one case it should
be understood that, other than in that one case, it does not apply to
all other cases.”

Those who are on the side of doing kirtana of the sixteen name
thirty-two syllable Mahamantra without counting say that Mahaprabhu
instructed doing kirtana with the rule of counting. Therefore, when

129Narottama Dasa Thakura, Prema-bhakti-candrika, 2:
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we do eight-period (asta-prahara) kirtana, we count the time of eight
periods in that.!*!

To this argument a scholar has said in reply: “If someone told
someone—‘Count these rupees please’ and he replied "These rupees
have been in my house for eight periods. Therefore, they have been
counted in time.” You do this sort business?”

A Difficult Opposing View (Pirvapaksa)

Again some members of our community are able to make the fol-
lowing objection: “I accept all of the previously mentioned evidence
and arguments. But, our gurudevas, at least the ones whose views

we know—Om Visnupada Sri Srila Thakura Bhaktivinoda, Om Visnupada
Sri Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada—in front

of these two gurudevas there are many examples in many places of
kirtana of the Mahamantra without counting. There is no way of
anyone’s denying or hiding that. Should the practice and teachings

of these two great men be rejected instead of followed?

A Response

The response to this we have to listen to with attention because:

Whom to reject, whom to honor—
two weights on a scale.!*?

On the one hand we have Sri Mahaprabhu, Namacarya Thakura
Haridasa, the Six Gosvamins, the Lords companions during his man-
ifest divine sports, Thakura Vrndavana Dasa, Kavirdja Gosvamin, the

tus feet of our gurudevas who gave us their mercy directly and who

1317 prahara is one eighth of a day or a period of roughly three hours.
1329,
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are dearer to us than a million lives. The scale is not lesser or greater
on either side. Now what is the solution for a minuscule living be-
ing? “The order of the guru is not debatable.®* According to this
rule one should follow the order of the guru without questioning
it. But again a previous guru, Thakura Narottama has written: “The
path of the Great Ones, on that one should travel, considering [both]
the earlier and later.”*** He didn’t say say to follow only the previ-
ous great ones nor to follow only the later great ones. He has said
that reconciling the conclusions and opinions of both the previous
and later great ones, one should travel on the path of the great ones,
that is, one should become engaged in cultivating that path. Prab-
hupada [Bhaktisiddhanta] himself has written about the practice of
his gurudeva in an essay entitled “About My Master” published in
the Sajjana-tosani-patrika (19|5 page 181). What he has written there
I quote here:

I saw on his [Sri Gaurakiéora’s] neck was a tulasi mala
[rosary or circular string of beads made from the tulasi
bush], in his hands was another tulasi mala to count a
persistent number of holy names, and a few books writ-
ten in Bengali. Sometimes there was no tulasi mala on
his neck and in his hands in place of the tulasi mala was
a torn strip of cloth with knots tied in it to keep count.
He would be naked with his loin open, without reason
he would be apathetic and abusive in language. 1 wit-
nessed numerous things like that.

Our grand-gurudeva [Gauraki$ora Dasa Babaji] used to keep a tu-
lasi mala in his hand all the time to count holy names with per-
sistence, so much so that when on the neck of that crown jewel
of paramahamsas there was no tulasi mal3, no counting mala in his
hands, nor even a loincloth on his body, even then he kept a torn
strip of cloth with knots tied in it to keep count of the Mahamantra.

133Cc. 2.10.145 citing a statement from the Raghuvamsa:
SEEIKIG IR CEIRYIDI

134Narottama Dasa Thakura, Prema-bhakti-candrika, 2.
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This we heard from the statement of Prabhupada (Bhaktisiddhanta).
He who was detached in all matters, a purified soul who had given
up everything, who did not even notice the tulasi mala on his thoat,
but he was not indifferent to keeping count of the Mahamantra. Is
the practice of this master of ours evidence? If we accept our guru
lineage as in the line of Narottama Dasa Thakura or in the line of
the Six Gosvamins of Vrndavana, or if we think of them as previ-
ous great souls (mahdjana), then shouldn’t we engage in worship af-
ter reconciling their practices with the conclusions and practices
of later gurus? What offense will there be in this? Or, if we, with-
out considering any of the views of earlier gurus, only follow the
eminent gurus we know directly, will our bhakti for our guru be-
come greater? This kind of suggestion is not found in the practices
of any great souls or in the instructions of scripture. If we, in order
to respect the instructions of scripture and the practices of previous
great souls, repeat the Mahamantra only while counting it, and do
not repeat it without counting it, then the guidance of the previous
great souls is followed and there is no cause for neglect or disre-
spect towards later great souls and our direct eminent gurus. This
is so because our gurudeva is a follower of Mahaprabhu, the Teacher
of the Holy Name (Haridasa Thakura), the Six Gosvamins, Thakura
Narottama and the rest of our masters or his own gurudeva (Gau-
raki$ora Dasa Baba) and he has not prohibited doing praise-singing
of the Mahamantra in a counted way. Rather he has instructed it.

Therefore, by repeating the holy names in a persistent (counted)
way we have also followed the instruction of our own gurudeva who
has given us his grace; we have also followed the instruction of our
grand gurudeva (parama-gurudeva); we have also followed the in-
struction of Bhaktivinoda Thakura; we are able to follow the ad-
vice and instructions of the source of all descents in this Age of Kalj,
Gaurasundara, of the supreme goddess Visnupriyadevi, of the Mas-
ter of the Holy Name Haridasa Thakura, the Six Gosvamins, the three
teachers headed by Srinivasa, and of other companions of Gaura.
But, even though we know about the teaching and practices of the
gurudevas, if, dressing ourselves up in excessive bhakti for our guru,
we play act repeating the Mahamantra in an uncounted way on the
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basis of opposition, then offense is inevitable by that kind of postur-
ing. May we not commit any kind of offense at the feet of the great
souls, the previous and later gurus who are the principle of nondual
knowledge—making this heartfelt entreaty known at their feet, we
will take to the path of the great souls by their grace and as their fol-
lowers after considering the prior and the later. May our gurudevas
give us good intelligence and always protect us!

The praise-singing of his names
destroys all sin; a bow to him
alleviates all suffering;

to him, Hari, do I bow.!3>
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