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1.1: Onset of the Descent 5

Glory to him whose prowess is pure, whose complexion is golden, whose
large eyes are like lotus petals, and whose fine arms reach down to his knees,
a dancer who creates the many flavors (rasas) of bhakti. (1)

He, Jagannatha’s son, is lord and origin of the universe, destroyer of the
afflictions of the universe, its sovereign, remover of the sins and burdens of
the Age of Kali. He was born of Saci, bringing with him bhakti for himself.
(2)

He is Hari, welcomed by the finest of the twice-born in the land of the nine
islands (Navadvipa). Giving joy to his parents, he lived happily at home. He
studied the Veda and its six ancillary subjects and was faithful in vow while
living in the house of his teacher, engaged in menial service for him. He
is Hari by the name of Vi§vambhara (“support of the universe”), [come] to
enact the dharma' of the age for the [benefit] of the pious. (3-4)

He taught the glorification (kirtana) of Hari? as the goal of human life,
remembering how very dear to Hari praise-singing is. He (Visvambhara)
himself performed the funeral rites for his father in Gaya, the land imprinted
with the footprints of Hari. (5)

[There,] exuberantly with the recollecting himself [as Krsna] he became
paralyzed with love and [covered with] goose bumps. He then returned to
his own home, guided by a disembodied voice. (6)

Surrounded by the leading bhaktas, the Master, who embodied thoroughly
ripened love and yet could vanquish the lion of the demonic, enjoyed the
pleasure of holy stories and praising Hari. (7)

Now he [Murari Gupta], whose eyes tremble with tears of joy, brought
forth this auspicious, holy history containing the glory of the greatly famous
one [Hari] to inundate the saintly who want to imbibe it like nectar through
their thirsty ears. (8)

The bhakta named Srivasa, a shining and wonderful sun enlivening the
lotus-like community of twice-born,? said this to Murari: “Tell us now of the
new doings of Hari.” Receiving his request and offering respect repeatedly
with folded hands, he [Murari] himself recounted Sri Caitanya’s story, which
removes the defilements of the Age of Kali.* (9)

1 Dharma, always difficult to translate, means here the religious practices recommended for
the current age, the Age of Kali.

2This is the religious practice recommended for this age mentioned in the previous verse.
Kirtana means praising or singing in praise of someone, especially of a god or goddess. Here
Hari or Visnu or Krsna is the one so praised.

3The “twice-born” here means the brahmana or priestly community in India.

“The age of quarrel and discord. The losing age.
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1.1: Onset of the Descent 7

Then Murari, son of a Vaidya, wondered: “How will I present the auspi-
cious story of Caitanya which has so many meanings, which even Vacaspati®
himself is unable to recount? Still, my mind is intent on carrying out the
request of a Vaisnava. (10-11)

“The order of a Vaisnava, enriched by remembering Krsna, is always flaw-
less. It will certainly bring success.” (12)

Saying this, he began to recount the history, filled with bhakti for the
Lord, for the sake of piety, wealth, sensual enjoyment, liberation, and bhakti
for Visnu.® (13)

I bow to Caitanya who is Hari, the unborn, ancient one, with four arms
holding conch, club, lotus, and discus, his chest marked with the Srivatsa,’
a jewel on his forehead, and finely dressed. (14)

I will relate a little of the history of the Lord for the pleasure of good
people. When I stumble, may the great ones correct it as proof that they are
indeed helpers of others. (15)

In the exalted Vaisnava land known as Navadvipa [Nine Islands] the brah-
manas are all holy, peaceful, devoted to Visnu, born of good families, mag-
nanimous, skilled in rites, and deeply learned in the meanings of scripture.
And there are many others: doctors, Siidras, and merchants. All are engaged
in their own customs, pure, and sustained by knowledge. All are devoted to
the gods in that land, which is like Vaikuntha. (16-18)

There Srivasa lived, an intoxicated bee rejoicing at the lotus-like feet of
Hari. Always enthusiatic, he sang of his Lord with the liqueurs of the highest
rasa, his arms raised up in love. Gopinatha, too, foremost of twice-born,
intoxicated when Krsna’s name reaches his ears, shouts loudly over and over
and dances for hours clapping his hands to the rhythm. (19)

There blessed Sri Advaita lived, master of the arts of the highest rasa,
himself the Lord. He was like the newly rising sun, expert in awakening
the lotus-like wise folk, an ocean of compassion, and he was like the cool-
rayed moon, the only image of peace for the overheated hearts of the people,
superior in his meditations of love, possessed of good qualities in the art and
method of dance, a great soul. (20)

5Vacaspati means “Lord or Master of Speech,” someone who has complete mastery over
language.

®Here bhakti is added to the usual four goals of human life. The implication is that the four
by themselves are insufficient.

7 A white mark or curl of hair on the chest of Visnu.
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1.1: Onset of the Descent 9

There lived the king of the twice-born, Guru Candrasekhara, possessor of
all good traits, his lotus-like body drawn to the name of Krsna, moistened by
the flowing waters of his eyes. (21)

There, when the sage Haridasa dances, the Lord of the Universe, with
the sky-travelling gods including Mahesa, watches the dance thrilled with
affection for his servant. (22)

There is the rapidly running river [Ganga], born from the feet of Vsnu,
flowing with compassion, prouder than both the Sarayt and Yamuna because
it held the golden-hued Hari. (23)

Jagannatha was born there from that ocean of twice-born families like the
moon, he was a master of the Veda like Guru [Sage Brhaspati] and possessed
of all good traits. Like the phases of the new moon, he grew quickly, purified
by a mind possessing yoga, strengthened by meditation on the feet of Krsna,
and moistened by divine love. (24)

Thus ends the First Chapter of the First Movement in the poem called the Im-
mortal Acts of Sri Krsna Caitanya called “The Onset of the Descent.”
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1.2: The Lamentation of Narada 13

Thus his teacher gave him [Jaganatha Misra], who knew the meaning of
all the scriptures, the title: Tattvajiia (Knower of Truth) Sri Misrapurandara
(Foremost of the Misra clan). (1)

Noble-minded Sri Nilambara Cakravartin, once called for him, a pious
scholar from a good family, and, himself the product of a good family, gave
him his daughter Saci in marriage. Receiving her, he [Jagannatha Misra],
too, flourished like an Indra® with his Saci. (2-3)

Thereafter, while living at home, his piety increased through [visits by]
peaceful and pure guests and the results of daily (nitya) and desired rites).
@

Then after a while eight splendid daughters were born, but as fate would
have it they all died one after another. Saci, her mind scorched by the sadness
of parental love, went to her husband,!? her shelter, for a son. He performed
a sacrificial rite for the forefathers. (5-6)

After a while Jagannatha obtained a son like a son of the gods, and he
became joyful like a poor man finding a treasure. (7)

The father gave his son the name Sri Visvariipa (“universal form”). Great
minded, as a student he learned the Veda and texts of logic in a short time.
Possessed of yoga, he was all-knowing, intelligent, peaceful, and a helper of
all. (8-9)

Always in meditation on Hari, his mind didn’t dwell on objects of the
senses. He was constantly intoxicated by the taste of the rasa of the Bhagavata
Purana. (10)

The Lord himself, the unborn source of the universe, was born as his
younger brother just as Upendra, younger brother of Indra, son of Aditi, was
born from Kasyapa. (11)

After himself making the three worlds intent on glorifying Hari, residing
in the foremost of holy places named Purusottama [Jagannath Puri], per-
forming bhakti to Hari, instructing people about it, tasting the sweetness of
Vrndavana and causing the others to taste it, too, and after delivering the
whole world, he [Visvariipa’s younger brother, Viévambhara/Sr1 Caitanya],
worshiped by the residents of Vaikuntha, returned thrilled to his own enor-
mously opulent abode. (12-14)

9King of the gods.
10Haridasa Dasa and Vijana Goswami have hari here in place of pati in their editions of this
text. In other words, according to their reading, Saci took shelter of Hari for a son, not her
husband.
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1.2: The Lamentation of Narada 15

Hearing of this wonder, the celibate conqueror of his senses, Damodara
Pandita, intoxicated by the story of the Sri Caitanya, said: (15)

“Tell the story, divine, wondrous, world-purifying, hearing which the
world will be liberated from the horrible calamity of the cycle of rebirth
and will gain the highest treasures of love at the lotus feet of Sri Krsna. Tell
that story of Hari. (16-17)

“For what reason was the Lord of all, the all-pervading one, born on earth
and what did he, the controller of the universe, do while here? (18)

“You should speak of his benevolent and auspicious actions to quell the
sufferings of the world and to arouse love [for him] among the great-souled.”
(19)

Hearing that speech of the great-souled pandita, Murari was pleased and
said “Listen then.” (20)

Well put! I will narrate for you as well as I can, O best of twice-born, but
only in brief, for even Bhargava'! is not able to present this subject at length.
(2D

Now in the land called Bharata was the very soul of piety, Narada, fore-
most of Vaisnavas, great in might, radiant as the full moon. 22)

Built like the peak of Kailasa, decorated with the best of belts, clothed in
an antelope hide, he is a portion of Visnu and is dear to everyone. (23)

In order to benefit all he wandered about in the sky, happily playing his
lute which sings the names of Hari. (24)

“I will see where there is a Vaisnava and there shall I now reside.” Think-
ing this in his mind he surveyed this earth. (25)

118ukra, the eloquent guru of the Asuras.
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1.2: The Lamentation of Narada 17

[He saw] the earth muddied with the impurities spread by the Age of
Kali, the friend of sin, and in the hands of Mlecchas, desiccated by violent
hands, and he saw the people there, troubled by the miseries of sin, engaged
in reproaching others, deceitful, with short lives, emaciated; and [he saw]
kings skilled in sin, Stdras with Yavanas, villains, Mlecchas, engaged in evil
works, stealers of the possessions of the citizens. (26-28)

Seeing many varieties of them, who though knowers of the scriptures
were blasphemers of the saintly, and self-enamored, Narada became worried.
(29)

Thus ends the Second Chapter entitled “The Lamentation of Narada” in the
First Movement of the poem called the Acts of Sri Krsna Caitanya.
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1.3: Narada’s Request 21

This bountiful earth is inundated in the first segment of the Age of Kali.
The medicine of the names of Hari is for all those scorched by sin. It [the
medicine of the names of Hari] is the savior of all except for those who hate
Vaisnavas. Those who adore themselves, who belittle Vaisnavas, dullards
who put down the forms and name of Krsna, they will say “they [Krsna’s
forms and name] are impermanent.” For them, indeed, there is hell. (1-3)

The pure-minded sage [Narada], an ocean of compassion, deciding what
should be the strategy here, went to the supreme abode called Vaikuntha.
@

Then he saw Vaikuntha, which is always being praised by knowers of the
three Vedas.!? Its power is unlimited; its radiance destroys the gloom of the
directions. The sage attained a state beyond the qualities (guna). (5)

[There] the fame of Hari is being sung [even] by groups of bees among
rows of lotuses. The place is adorned by charming ponds with jewel-enlaid
banks and the sweet fragrance of blossoming vines. (6)

It has houses made of gems with sloping roofs decorated with strings of
Gajendra pearls, trees of all the seasons, the calls of many birds, and paths
made of moonstone. (7)

There [Narada saw] the unborn, ancient one, together with Sri, the curls
of his hair colored by the glow of his shining crown, his eyes more beauti-
ful than divine lotuses in bloom, the radiance of his face worshiped by the
shining moon, his cheeks lighted by large sparkling earrings, his neck shaped
like a conch shell, his clothes bright gold in color, Krsna with four arms like
thick beams, looking like the peak of a blue mountain surrounded by divine
trees. (8-9)

[He is] radiant with gold armbands, strings of pearls, gold chains, his
hips brightened by a garment bound by a network of small bells, and lovely
lotus-like feet. (10)

Smelling the enchanting fragrance of his lotus-like feet, the sage, with
tears of joy and hair standing on end, suddenly fell like a stick to the ground
near Krsna, unconscious. (11)

Then stretching out his hand, the shining of his nails divided by jeweled
rings, the grateful Lord touched the sage on the head and spoke charmingly,
his face lit up with a smile. (12)

12The Rk, Yajus, and Saman.
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1.3: Narada’s Request 23

“O Sage, son of the self-born one, o great-soul, get up! Whatever you ask
now, I will do for you. My time has arrived among the ages to practice the
dharma of the pious myself.” (13)

Then, raising up the foremost of great sages, Hari, who is keenly intent on
the greatest ones, quickly offered him a seat. The sage was seated at Hari’s
request. (14)

Then, the Lord asked: “Sage, why have you come here to me? What do
you desire? Let me accomplish what is to be done by the full;!* helping
others is the work of the great.” (15)

[Hearing] this nectar-like speech from the ocean of the nectar of Krsna’s
mercy, which resonated like a cloud filled with water, [the sage] said, wish-
ing to see the Lord’s full smile, “I offer obeisance to Hari! Please save the
people who are now in distress. (16)

‘The earth is degenerating at present, overwhelmed, O lord, by carrying
the weight of people burdened with sin. Everyone is bitten by the Age of
Kali, given to sin, and devoid of your association. (17)

‘Save them, lord. Apart from you, they have no one to protect them from
hell. Considering this, bring about best course, O lord of all the worlds. Lord,
you are yourself none other than the best course.” (18)

Hearing thus the words of the sage, Hari, though knowing the answer,
said: “What shall I do? By what means will there be peace? Tell me that.”
The son of the self-born said again to him:

“You yourself, as cooling as the light of a hundred moons, will descend
into a good family of brahmanas and reside there. Become famous as the son
of Jagannatha and create your own well-being for the earth. (20)

‘O lord, this time don’t do what the forms of Rama and the rest did, that
is, the killing of sinful, demonic beings. Instead purify the minds of human
beings. (21)

‘When you kill those who have become demonic in nature, where does
that leave the world? Firmly determining so in your mind, make your own
fame known and let the worlds become happy. (22)

‘In this, the most excellent of sages will descend along with Rudra to give
you help.” “So be it,” he [Krsna] told him, the sage of the gods, and he
[Narada], bowing, quickly departed, feeling pleased. (23)

Thus ends the Third Chapter entitled “Narada’s Request” in the First
Movement of the poem called the Acts of Sri Krsna Caitanya.

13A reference to the full or complete incarnation, Krsna.
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1.4: Recounting the Descents 27

Then, hearing all that, Damodara Pandita was extremely pleased and said:
“Tell the story of Nrhari. (1)

‘Who are they who came down to earth in the descents and how many
descents are there? Describe them for me in proper order.” (2)

After hearing the request of the foremost of the twice-born, Sri Murari,
with great pleasure and respect, said: “Please listen, then. (3)

“Now I will tell you of another descent of parts of Hari, famous as pure
bhaktas, bhaktas having the form of the Lord. (4)

“First was born the best of the twice-born, the Master Sri Madhava Puri,
and, a part of the Lord having split into two, Advaitacarya, possessing good
qualities. (5)

“The deity possessing the light of the moon became their disciple, Can-
drasekhara. That great one is famous as Acaryaratna on earth. (6)

“Born of a part of Sri Narada was Sri Srivasa Pandita. A part of a gandharva
became the Vaidya [doctor] Sri Mukunda, an excellent singer. (7)

“Sri Haridasa was a part of the sage (Narada). Listen to that story as it
was told previously by a brahmana bitten by a snake.'* (8)

“Once there was a great sage by the name of Sri Rama, great in austerity.
He lived in a Vaisnava holy place in the South and was fond of his son. (9)

“He had his son cleanse tulasi and place it on a shining plate. The tulasi
fell on the ground and without washing it again he gave it to his father. And
he in turn, the great sage known as $ri Rama, offered it to the Lord. Because
of that he was born in the family of a foreigner (Yavana).'®> (10-11)

“He [Haridasa] was a pious soul, intelligent, peaceful, learned in all
branches of knowledge. Though a part of Brahma he was a confirmed bhakta
nevertheless. (12)

141t is not certain what this refers to, but this is probably a reference to a story from one of
the Puranas.

I5yavana is an old word that used to refer to the Greeks, the Ionians, who were left behind
by Alexander the Great after his aborted attempt to conquer India. Here it refers to the Muslims
who were then living as the ruling class in Bengal.
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1.4: Recounting the Descents 29

“The ascetic (avadhiita) of great power, Nityananda, greatest of the great,
was born from a part of Baladeva, a great yogi, the Lord himself. (13)

“I am unable to describe his family, character, or acts even in a hundred
years. Even Brhaspati himself cannot describe them, not to speak of others.
We are only insignificant creatures. And he is Krsna’s second, dear to the
heart of Gauranga. (14-15)

“Others, gods and sages, were born by the hundreds on the earth by means
of their parts. I am unable to count them. (16)

“Now, the descents of the supreme being are proclaimed to be of two
kinds. The first is descent connected with ages and the other is an appearance
for some specific purpose. (17)

“The descents of the ages are said to be those which occur in every age
and which establish religious institutions. Hear about them according to
their order. (18)

“In the Age of Satya [Truth],'® meditation is the only means of achieving
the goal of human life. For the purpose [of teaching] that, the white one,
with four arms and matted hair, descended. (19)

“As bright as a thousand moons, always engaged in meditation, practicing
silence, he was the exemplary teacher of meditation for all living creatures.
(20)

“In the Age of Treta [Three-dot die], the sacrificial rite is the one religious
institution that brings about all objectives. Then, Yajiia was himself born
with garlands, sacrifical ladles, and the rest. (21)

“Along with the brahmana, performers of sacrificial rites, the enjoyer
of sacrifice, Janardana, performed only sacrifice—and the Victorious One
taught it to all people. (22)

“But in the Age of Dvapara [Two-dot die], ritual worship or piija is able
to bring about the goal of human life. Knowing this, Visnu took the form of
Prthu. (23)

“The very self of religion performed worship and brought about the obe-
dience of the people. Everyone’s minds became fixed in ritual worship. (24)

16The four ages or yugas of Hindu chronology are named after the various throws of the dice
in the Indian dice game. The winning or best throw has four dots and is called krta or complete
or as here satya, truth. The other ages are named after the other throws in descending order:
tretd, three-dots, dvapara, two dots, and finally, the worst throw of all kali, one dot. Similarly,
the ages start out great but become progressively worse and worse until one reaches the final
age, Kali, the age in which we are believed to live, which is the worst. This ratio, 4-3-2-1,
is also represented in the durations of each of the ages: Satya (4x432,000=1,728,000), Treta
(3x432,000=1,296,000), Dvapara (2x432,000 = 864,000), and Kali (1x432,000 =432,000). Al-
together they add up to 4,320,000 years. We are about 5,000 years into the Kali Yuga.
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1.4: Recounting the Descents 31

“In the Age of Kali, the best religious practice, praising (kirtana), is the
helper of all, the possessor of all powers, the direct bestower of the highest
joy. (25) )

“Ascertaining this in his mind, Sri Caitanya, the Great Master, was born
himself on earth bringing with him happiness for the good. (26)

“He encouraged praising in song and himself performed it with pleasure.
These are the descents of the ages. Now hear of the others done for some
particular reason. (27)

“In the Fish Descent the Veda was lifted up. In the Tortoise Descent,
Mount Mandara was supported. In the Boar Descent, the earth was held
secure. In the Man-lion Descent, he split open [the chest of HiranyakaSipu].
(28)

“In the Dwarf Descent, he made beautiful the world of the Danuja king.
But as Bhargava he conquered the earth defeating, the power-drunk kings.
(29)

“Visnu, the world’s only ferry, gave the earth to the brahmanas. In the
Rama Descent, he killed Ravana, filling the world with his fame. (30)

“In the Krsna Descent, however, Hari himself, joined with all his powers,
removed the burden of the earth. (31)

“In the Buddha Descent, the supreme Lord of the Veda deluded [its abusers]
and in his Kalki Descent he killed!” the barbarians. (32)

“Such are the many works of the multi-formed one. Nrhari’s descents for
various purposes are described by the greatest sages.” (33)

Thus ends the Fourth Chapter, entitled “Recounting the Descents,” of the
First Movement in the poem, the Immortal Acts of Sri Krsna Caitanya.

17This is in the future of this current cycle of ages. But since the cycle has occurred many
times before and will occur many times after this cycle, the “killing” is put in the past tense.
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1.5: Sri Caitanya’s Appearance 35

Listen carefully, O brahmana, to the new descent of Caitanya, Lord of the
World, the ocean of mercy, the supreme. (1)

When the sage of the gods (Narada) had returned to his own home, the
Supreme Lord Acyuta entered into the mind of Jagannatha, the sage among
brahmanas. (2)

In this period, the chaste and good Saci, devoted to her husband, took
possession of the great power that was implanted in her by him in time. (3)

She became pregnant with a part of Hari, as the radiant Ganges had with
one of Siva. Her brilliance increased like that of the moon in the light fort-
night. (4)

Seeing her possessed of such beauty, complexion like molten gold, fortu-
nate Jagannatha felt joy and his mind filled with exultation. (5)

Then seeing her in that condition the gods headed by Brahma and others
like the Gandharavas and immortals along with Indra gathered in the heavens
above. (6)

With folded hands and eyes and throats moist with tears of joy, they all,
well pleased, their shoulders bowed in homage, offered prayers. (7)

“We bow to you, the mother of Hari, an Aditi, womb of the eternal, womb
of him as brilliant as the moon, the sun, and fire, womb of truth himself,
possessor of fortitude and forebearance, womb of one without envy, full per-
fection, womb of the Vedas, like Devaki, Rohini, and Yasoda, the source in
all ways of Hari himself. (8-9)

“You carry him in your womb who will promote the sacrifice called prais-
ing in song (kirtana), most meritorious, unmatched by other sacrifices. (10)

“The love that arises after hearing, even for half a second, the praise of
Nrhari does not arise through billions of sacrifices of persons like us. (11)

“Indeed! The rasa we see here of a person hearing the praise of Hari
is billions of times greater than the nectar given to us previously by Hari
himself after churning the ocean. From praise of Hari the mind considers
even liberation false.” (12-13)

After saying this the gods along with Indra bowed down to her and, plac-
ing Brahma in front and then, singing praises of Hari, went to their own
abodes, praising the fortune of the Age of Kali saying, “a part of the Lord of
Sri is born on earth,” extremely thrilled, dancing all the way, unsettled by
love. (14-15)
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1.5: Sri Caitanya’s Appearance 37

Then on a night when the moon was full, in the auspicious month of
Phalguna, at a time exalted by all good qualities, filled with pure fragrances,
when the minds of the gods and the holy were peaceful and when the pure
water of the Ganges was cool, Hari himself was born. (16-17)

Viewing that son, whose eyes were like blossoming lotuses, his face a shin-
ing moon, his complexion golden, and who was lighting up all the directions
with his effulgence, Jagannatha, like a poor man finding a great treasure,
found no limit to the rasa of the ocean of love. Sri Jagannatha Misra began
to stammer out of love. (18-19)

At his birth time, Rahu swallowed the moon.'® The seemed, however, as
if, out of embarrassment for being defeated by the lotus face of Krsna, the
moon willingly entered the mouth of the enemy of the gods (Rahu). (20)

At that auspicious, pure time, the people performed glorification of Nara-
hari along with ritual worship and the cleansing of their sins by bathing at
that moment in the pure Ganges and giving in charity. (21)

The gods, headed by Indra, Brahma, and Siva, rejoiced. The leaders, with
Apsarases'® dancing wildly, showered down sumanas®® flowers. (22)

Nilambara Cakravartin was thrilled by his grandson’s birth. A knower of
all scriptures, he went to the house of his son-in-law immediately. (23)

The wise one, who knew the time of his grandchild’s birth, calling Jagan-
natha and informing Saci, made this statement: (24)

“This is a lion among men who is born when Brhaspati is ascending. He
will always be the protector of all the world. (25)

“He will be of good character, an abode of all dharmas, the best of re-
nunciants, and, like the moon, a bestower of affection on all living beings.
(26)

“He will ever uplift the families of both his mother and father.” When
the brahmana said this everyone was pleased. (27)

His mother became thrilled when she heard the words of her father. The
child’s father performed the great festival of the birth of his son. (28)

He gave betel nut, sandalwood, garlands, and fragrances to the twice-
born and in proper order performed the auspicious rites of rising up and so
forth. (29)

Thus ends the fifth chapter, named “Caitanya’s Appearance,” of the First
Movement of the poem, the Immortal Acts of Sri Krsna Caitanya. (5)

18This is the way lunar eclipses are imagined in Hindu mythic cosmology. Rahu, a demon
swallows, the moon temporarily and then regurgitates it.

19The beautiful dancing women of the heavens, entertainers of the gods in Hindu mythology.

20A kind of jasmine.
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1.6: Description of the Birth and Other Sports 41

Then, after some time, the couple saw their babbling son crawling about
on his knees and were very pleased. (1)

Like a golden lotus, the light in the smiling face of the king of the twice-
born (Visvambhara) seemed capable of removing the darkness from the minds
of even good people. (2)

His father thought “he supported the universe”?! and gave him the beau-
tiful name, Viévambhara.?? (3)

With a light complexion the color of molten gold, big eyes like blossoming
lotuses, only the wind for his clothes, a silver necklace, curly hair like a
garland, Hari— his face like the moon, his soft babble like nectar, his shape
so sweet, wearing armlets inlaid with pearls, the palms of his hands and feet
reddish like crushed vermilion— Hari grew daily like the moon in the light
half of the month. (4-6)

Then in time he, glowing brightly, removed the suffering of the earth,
caused by separation, by wandering about it on his two golden feet. (7)

Janardana once ate the food of a twice-born man visiting the holy sites
and reminded him of the delightful events in the house of Nanda.?3(8)

While playing with boys his age, he and all the children swiped at each
other with twigs, in glee. (9)

The pretend child Hari stood on the ground with one foot and touched
the knee of another with his knee, playing like a monkey. (10)

21 As Visnu or in one of the previous descents of Visnu.

22Visyam=world, bhara=holder, supporter. Vi§vambhara means “the supporter of the
world.”

23Nanda, king of cowherds, was the father of Krsna during the first part of Krsna’s descent in
Vrndavana.
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1.6: Description of the Birth and Other Sports 43

One day, spotting his mother trying to catch him, he became angry and
broke some of her storage pots. (11)

The same being whom Ya$oda tied up with cattle ropes previously when
he broke her pots was made to tremble with fear when Saci looked him in
the face. (12)

[But] he sat down in a filthy place where used clay pots were piled up on
top of each other and laughed in front of his mother. (13)

Seeing him there, Saci said: “Leave that horrid place, dear, and after
bathing and becoming clean again come climb on my lap.” (14)

After she said that, the Lord who knows all truths, became filled with the
condition of Dattatreya, fulfiller of knowers of all, and said to her: (15)

“Hear this: clean or unclean, this is just an invention. The universe is just
earth, water, air, fire, and space. Hari alone, whose lotus-like feet are not
different from this vast existence, appears here, a veritable ocean of mercy.
Perceive none but him. (16)

“Therefore, I am clean, not impure in any way. Understand this, mother
and you should have no other doubt about this.” (17)

When her son said this, she quickly took him by the hand, brought him
to the river of heaven (the Ganges) and bathed him in its clear waters. (18)

Then some time later she again saw her son sitting in the place where the
used clay pots were piled, and Saci chastized him with these words: (19)

“You fool, why are you sitting in an unclean and forbidden place?” Hear-
ing his mother’s words he was filled with anger. (20)
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1.6: Description of the Birth and Other Sports 45

Sri Visvambhara said: “Foolish woman! Nothing is ever unclean. I told
you this before. Therefore, why do you scold me?” (21)

After saying that, he angrily threw a brick at her face. Then hurt by its
impact she fell to the ground and fainted. (22)

Then all the women came running and sprinkled her with cool water and
then, too, Hari, who behaves like an ordinary human being, quickly came
there himself and wept, saying “Mother, mother!” He placed his hand on her
face, the hand that removes all miseries. (23-4)

After that Saci came to her senses suddenly, and taking her son on her
lap, she took delight in him, full of motherly tenderness, overwhelmed with
great affection for her son. (25)

Then some lady, feeling happy and ready for a laugh, said to the teacher
of the world: “Go bring a couple of coconuts and give them to her. Then she
will be well. Otherwise, she will die. Then what will you do?” (26-7)

Hearing her words, he quickly left his mother’s lap, and bringing back two
coconuts, Hari gave them to her, both cut and full of coconut water because
they had fallen that very moment. Seeing them, the ladies were astounded
and asked: “Where did you get those coconuts?” (28-9)

Then, stopping them all [from asking more questions] with loud shouts,
the great-minded emblem of childhood turned his smiling, lotus-like face
back to his mother. (30)
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1.6: Description of the Birth and Other Sports 47

Now hear some more of the astounding deeds, out of this world and holy,
of the great-self, the possessor of maya, the supreme self. (31)

One night as Saci slept she noticed her bedroom seemed filled with people
and she became troubled. Frightened, Saci quickly sent her son, who was in
her lap, to her husband’s room and on the way Srimad Vi§vambhara who
was Hari was honored by the gods. (32-3)

After hearing repeatedly the sounds of ankle bells on the bare feet of his
son as he moved along the path, the boy’s father, puzzled, asked Saci: “What
is this? Where is that sound coming from?” And Saci, too, asked the boy’s
father. (34)

When the boy came near, he [his father] saw with great surprise that
the boy’s lotus-like feet were bare. Embracing his son, the lovely sounds
of whose ankle bells had been heard from somewhere, the twice-born one
[Jagannatha] went off in joy. (35)

Thus ends the Sixth Chapter named “Description of the Birth and Other
Sports,” in the childhood sports in the First Movement of the great poem
called The Immortal Acts of Sri Caitanya. (6)
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After hearing that Damodara, thrilled by meditation on the lotus-like feet
of Hari, asked about the true story of the elder brother of Hari. (1)

“Tell me in truth the great tale of Vi§variipa.” Hearing this, he [Murari]
said: “O brahmana! Let it be heard. I will tell it to you.” (2)

Saying that, the Vaidya [Murari] began to tell the heart-warming, auspi-
cious story of Visvariipa, who was indeed a part of Baladeva, which story is
purifying. (3)

Sriman Sri Visvariipa an ocean of all virtues, at sixteen years of age, ex-
tremely pure, had achieved the status of acarya®* from hearing and thinking
about the Self, possessed a powerful intellect and was a bhakta on the level
of divine love. He was all-knowing, his mind ever attached to the feet of
Narahari, extremely joyful, peaceful, satisfied, not attracted to the world, a
knower of Veda, an appreciator of rasa. (4)

While his father was thinking in private about a wife suitable for marriage
to his son, his son, a child of the twice born, was thinking to himself in his
mind and was aware of all that. (5)

That Vi$variipa, knowing the inner workings of his father in this way, was
patient towards it all. After renouncing his home and crossing the Heaven’s
River [Svarga-nadi, the Ganges] accepted a renunciation [sannydsa] beyond
the powers of others to do. (6)

When his father heard about it, he was disturbed and his mother, a chaste
lady, lamented in sadness. Those two wished nevertheless for the well-being
of their son and said: “let our son be engaged in the practice of renunciation.”
(7)

Wishing him well thus, those two, after giving [their blessings] to their
son, in vows of silence regained their composure. Giving up their sadness
they placed their son, the master of the universe, on their laps and then
easily became joyful. (8)

Then Hari said: “O Father, my brother has gone leaving you far behind.
I myself will serve you and my mother. May you always be happy.” (9)

24j.e., he was an exemplary teacher.
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1.7: Childhood Play 53

Having thus heard the words of their son, which were meaningful and re-
vealed a deep understanding of their hearts, his mother and father embraced
him with tears of joy in their eyes and felt happy. (10)

Affectionate people, their limbs pleased by the touch of his body, quickly
came to know no other, like true yogis who, transported by their yogic disci-
pline, see neither this world nor the next. (11)

While studying out of a sense of service to his father, he wanted to play
among the other boys. Indeed, while playing with his age-mates, covered
with dust, he thought nothing of food even though he was hungry. (12)

Sometimes his father noticed and chastised his independent child with his
well-being in mind. “You have given up all your studies and, though hungry,
play with the boys.” (13)

Then that night towards the end of his sleep a man prominent among
the finest of the twice-born spoke to him [Jagannatha] in a dream: “Do you
really not think much of your son? Does an animal recognize a touch-gem?
(14)

“Or, does an animal decorated with cloth that is covered with gems not
try to eat that cloth?” To him replied Misra, who was afraid of nothing,
“Even if Narayana became my son here, scolding him is still my duty.” After
that, the vipra said to him “Well said!” and saying that, the foremost of the
twice-born departed. The father after woke told his dream again and again.
(15-16)

Hearing about his dream the people were well pleased. They accepted
Visvambhara as the best of the best of men. His father accepted him as his
own, the fulfillment of all his desires, and his mother was pleased as well.
17
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Then once when he was staying at home his body, deeply reddend by the
rays of the rising sun and filled with his own radiance, shone brightly. He
said: “Mother! Do as I ask you.” (18)

Seeing her son shining like that with his own effulgence she became afraid
and said to him in amazement: “Whatever you say, dear, I will do. Tell me
what is on your mind.” (19)

Hearing her sweet words he again said to her: “Mother, on Hari’s day
(Ekadasi) you should not eat anything.” Hearing the words of her son she
said “so be it” and accepted them in joy. (20)

After eating the betal, fruit, and other things offered by a brahmana he
again said to her: “I am leaving. Protect the unconscious body of your son
for half a moment.” (21)

After saying this he suddenly rose up and fell like a stick on the ground.
Seeing that Visvambhara had left, his mother became filled with grief. (22)

She bathed [sprinkled] him with water from the Ganga, which is just like
nectar. Then he awoke and becoming well again he remained happy with
his natural radiance. Hearing about this, Jagannatha was amazed and said:
“We do not understand this divine power (maya).” (23-24)

Hearing this divine story, the brahmana Damodara said: “What is this
that you have said, my good man? How can Krsna himself, the teacher of
the world, be born? Why did he say ‘I'm leaving,” ‘protect your son, good
lady’ to his mother? This is my biggest doubt. What is the power (maya) of
the lord of the universe? You should explain this to me. The deeds of Hari
here may be for the benefit of the world.” (25-27)

Thus ends the Seventh Chapter called “Childhood Play” in the First Movement
of the great poem called The Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya. (7)
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1.8: The Passing of Jagannatha Misra 59

Having heard his (Damodara’s) question, and after pondering and consid-
ering it, he (Murarigupta) bowed to Hari and said: “Listen very attentively.
€Y

“From a person’s meditation on Bhagavan, from praise (kirtana) of him,
and also from hearing of him, Hari enters into the heart of a great soul. (2)

“He imitated that; a person takes on his [Hari’s] splendor and strength,
becoming ever more forgetful of his own body and such. (3)

“It may remain thus so for a while and then in time he again returns to
the external world. And then he can easily perform actions like it was with
Prahlada in the past. (4)

“He became unified (tadatmya) with him in the reservoir of water and
then remembered his body again on the bank. So, too, that unification may
have occurred for the wives of the cowherds from time to time. (5)

“The Lord demonstrating the teaching of that has enacted it. This should
be the true nature of a person who is a bhakta of Krsna. (6)

“So that people here are not confused he has taught it. The body of the
bhakta is indeed the self of Bhagavan; there is no doubt. (7)

“Krsna after killing Kesi revealed his fame and splendor to Narada. Then,
the best of sages fell to the ground like a stick. A Vaisnava going to that town
of Mathura receives a hundred times greater the reward in that place. (8-9)

So too Rama, the source of the world, showed his universal form to Siva
and then he again performed human action. (10)
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1.8: The Passing of Jagannatha Misra 61

Listen again, o brahmana, to the splendid story of Caitanya. Hearing that
with faith a mortal is liberated from the bondage of becoming. (11)

Residing at the house of his teacher (guru) the victorious one studied all
the Vedas. And he the husband of Sarasvati himself taught students. (12)

His father, too, also greatly fortunate, was happy studying Vedanta and
other subjects. Then he returned again, Jagannatha the best of the twiceborn.
(13)

On account of fate, he developed a fever that steals away one’s life force.
Then, Hari himself along with his mother having seen him in that state went
[with him] to the bank of the Jahnavi, Sriman Vi§vambhara, the god, sur-
rounded by his bhaktas, who were intent on praising Hari. (14-15)

Then Hari, embracing the two legs of his father, said with a stuttering
voice: “Father! Master! Giving me up so easily, where will you go?” (16)

He, drinking in with his ears the word-nectar of his son, said with affec-
tion: “I offer you completely to the feet of Raghanatha.” (17)

During the day, while Mahendra accompanied by the best of the gods was
present in the sky and people were engaged in praising Hari, the foremost of
the twice-born entered the waters of the heavenly river. (18)

Giving up his body, he mounted a chariot of the sky-dwellers [gods] and
went to the city of Hari. Though his body is eternally existent, the great soul
[came down] to act for the benefit of the common people as it so pleased
him. (19)

Thus, with her husband gone to perfection, Saci, much afflicted and sad-
dened, lamented. She fell at the feet of the Lord like a female osprey, sur-
rounded by the other women. (20)
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1.8: The Passing of Jagannatha Misra 63

He lamented for his father repeatedly and from the eyes of the ocean of
compassion fell streams of water. It appeared as if he was wearing a necklace
of elephant pearls on his chest. (21)

Then, pacified by his relatives, the Master performed all the rites proper
for passing on, filled with pain, according injunction through some brah-
manas. (22)

As if absent-minded he, affectionate towards his father, performed the
sacrifice for the forefathers with his accumulated wealth. Then, in proper
order, he performed the rites and worship of the brahmanas with pots and
vessels made of clay and such. (23)

A person who thus describes the divine departure of the Master’s father
without tiring gains the heavenly river and leaving behind impurity with ease
goes to the city of Hari. (24)

Thus ends the Eighth Chapter called “The Passing of Jagannatha Misra” in the
First Movement of the great poem called The Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya.
€))
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Thereafter he again studied from Sriman Visnu Pandita, from Sudar$ana
Pandita, and Sri Gangadasa Pandita. (1)

In order to greatly favor the best scholars who educated the brahmanas
he received knowledge from them. (2)

While pursuing the education of the people, this illusory figure of a hu-
man, then studying with scholars such as Sriman Sudar$ana and joking with
fellow students, who were laughing brahmanas, told jokes in the language of
Bengal, this comedian with a smile on his face. (3-4)

Then after a while he went to the house of Acarya Vanamali to see him
who out of jest bowed to him. (5)

After conversing with the Acarya, he saw, as he was going along on the
path, the daughter of Vallabhacarya surrounded by her girlfriends. (6)

With a radiant face she was on her way to the waters of the Jahnavi to
take her bath. After seeing her in this way he knew in his heart the reason
for her birth. To his own home went with his friends Sriman Vi$évambhara,
the lord, who was eager for the rasa of knowledge along with his friends.
(7-8)

On the following day, Acarya Vanamali, best of twice-born, went there
to the house of Hari and bowing to Saci spoke these sweet words: “For the
marraige of your son, Srimad Vi$vambhara, get him to choose the eminent
Vallabhacarya’s daughter, who is like a daughter of a god, if you so desire.”
(9-10)
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1.9: Marriage to Sri Laksmi 69

Hearing this Saci replied: “He is still young that son of mine and bereft
of a father. Let him study. Let his exertion be towards that.” (11)

Hearing her statement, he departed in a not very happy state of mind.
The Acarya saw there on the road Krsna [i.e. Caitanya] filled with joy. (12)

Bhagavan quickly bowed to him and embraced him warmly. “Where have
you been just now?” he asked with a sweet voice. (13)

He said: “I have just come from a visit to your mother. I presented her
with a suggestion for your marriage. She did not bestow on it much con-
sideration. Therefore, disheartened I left.” When he said that Hari without
replying departed with a smile. (14-15)

Arriving at his home he asked his mother: “What did you say to Acarya?
He was going down the road so dispirited. Why did you not please him with
kind words, mother?” Realizing quickly that this was her son’s agreement,
the good lady sent a trusted person to bring Acarya back to her. Acarya came
to her quickly and bowing to her said this: (16-18)

“Why, good lady, have you ordered me [to come]? Let it be told to me. I
am excited to hear your words directly from you.” (19)

When he had spoken thus, Saci said to him: “What you said about the
marriage you are now permitted to arrange. (20)



Sri Krsnacaitanya-caritamrta

< Gegcadl Sdid gaed @aHd ad
QU Uik SERMH @l 1 dqred] | k2|
gl EEET: el Ah 9 |
3R g fercd Ty e &) | R |
ST S ol Il e |
77 fafa qd &1 ST STH afead: || 3|
oS ﬂ ~ T{ !\r\l
o o < o
fiyst: qor=s feergrEERETaE]| | R¢! |
THIGHE TETH JANTHARRI|

o o ¢ . C o
IFegI fFacRT deTett el | jul |
TR A TR S19) 9= 6|
TqGreq: SMifanraiea: | | & |
| U o I AN FEUEsE: |
e g e e gt | | Rl |
T T aed farer: & ferd =
S 2Fdl ARgaRedREsd| | k¢l |
Fdhd YeTdAT JAT=A ‘eh—c\iﬂél%l | R
afe a1 | gR: il W gRgad|
ded | HRTEld SET Juedd: | | 3o |




1.9: Marriage to Sri Laksmi 71

“You are extremely kind to your friends. What you said before about my
son was out of affection. What more can I say to you about it?” (21)

Hearing this statement of hers, Acarya replied to her with a bow: “Good
lady, your orders I will always carry on my head.” (22)

After saying that, he went to where Vallabha, the most venerable of the
Misras, was staying and there indeed he (Misra), too, rose quickly and himself
brought a seat and offered it to him, in accordance with good etiquette. Misra
inquired humbly of Acarya Vanamali: (23-24)

“Is the cause of your coming here just to show me a kindness? Or, is there
some other small purpose? If so, then you may make your request.” (25)

When he had spoken thus, Acarya said: “Please hear my words. The son
of Misrapurandara, Sr1 Visvambhara Pandita, is a suitable husband for your
daughter, being refuge of good qualities. Therefore, I recommend now you
give your fair daughter to him.” (26-27)

Hearing his statement, Misra thought about the matter and replied: “Please
hear me. With good fortune this will be so. I being without wealth am un-
able to give anything. I can only give my daughter. You may guide me in
this. If perchance Hari is pleased with me and my daugher, then the best of
panditas can become my son-in-law. (28-30)
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1.9: Marriage to Sri Laksmi 73

“Just as a pearl can be joined with a jewel by means of a thread, so will
you be the thread of their union.” (31)

When he said that Acarya was extremely pleased and replied with re-
spect: “Because of your humility and affection, everything good will be ac-
complished.” (32)

After saying that, he returned and reported everything to Saci. Acarya
was overjoyed at the prospect of the marriage of Gauracandra. (33)

After learning of all this, Saci said to her son: “This is [the right] time.
Now make the preparations for the wedding, dear.” (34)

Hearing his mother’s statement and considering it in his mind, Hari placed
her order before everything and quickly gathered together the materials. (35)

Then at an auspicious time for the wedding, filled with good qualities,
bestowing good fortune on all, with mrdarigas and panavas playing, resound-
ing with the sounds of the Veda [intoned by] groups of the gods of the earth
(brahmanas), every direction decorated with lamps, garlands, and flags, made
fragrant by incense of cedar, fragrant aloe, usira,> and sandalwood, the best
of the twice-born performed the preliminary rites (adhivasa)?® for Hari’s wed-
ding. (36-38)

So ends the Ninth Chapter called “Marriage to Sri Laksmi” in the First
Movement of the great poem called The Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya.

25The fragrant root of the plant Andropogon Muricatus.
26The adhivdsa, which literally means fumigation or perfuming, is the ceremonial purification
of a person on the day before a solemn function or ritual.
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Then betal and fragrant garlands were given repeatedly to the twice-born
as well as fragrances including sandalwood of unmixed aroma. All the people
were thrilled and they sang with joy. (1)

Vallabha arrived with most the auspicious of the twice-born and wtih men
who were earth-gods and women devoted to their husbands, and he, after
honoring his son-in-law with fragrances and aromatic garlands, performed
the preliminary rites (adhivasa). (2)

Then in the morning when the sun was pure orange, Hari himself per-
formed his bathing rites as appropriate and then he, after honoring his fore-
fathers and the gods, performed the Nandimukha Saddha with the brahmanas.
(3)

Then the great celebration increased with the sweet sounds of the Yajur
brahmanas, with the sounds of mrdarigas, bheris, kettledrums and such, and
with the auspicious, luminous sounds from the lotus faces of lovely women.
@

Saci honored the married women joyfully and all the friends and family
members who were there. She said: “What can I, who am deprived of my
husband, to do here? You should perform it yourselves.” (5)
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1.10: The Marriage of Gaura 79

Hearing these words of his mother filled with lamentation, he (Caitanya),
his mind scorched, drenched his chest with tears larger than pearls such that
they looked like a solid necklace. (6)

Saci, seeing her son overwhelmed with compassion, was most astonished
along with the other chaste ladies there and said to him: “How can you,
while engaged in auspicious rites for your father, be yourself shedding from
your eyes inauspicious tears?” (7)

He, drinking in his mother’s words, his face darkened with sighs from the
recollection of his father, gave his reply near his mother with a voice newly
grave and dense: (8)

“Mother! Is it because I have no wealth or people that you have spoken
like this just now? Because my father has disappeared you are dependent on
others like a lady in distress? (9)

“You yourself have seen the full portions of betal nut and the vessels
to be given to the twice-born and other good folk as well as the undiluted
fragrances suitable to be rubbed on every limb. (10)
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1.10: The Marriage of Gaura 81

“And concerning good expenditure for other worthy causes you know the
truth as it is and as agreeable. I have power in immortal matters and yet still
I behave as an ordinary person. (11)

“Though I am without my father, I have immense power and yet I am
burned by the words of my mother.” Hearing his statement his mother paci-
fied him with sweet words. (12)

With soothing clothes and gems they dressed him and with priceless gar-
lands, Sri Gauracandra, the one friend of the world, pleasing to women and
brightened with a smile. With the frangrances sandal paste and essence of
aguru did they rub the son, bull among men, those boys of the gods of the
earth (the brahmanas) who arrived then. (13-14)

At that moment, the honorable Vallabha Misra completed his worship of
the forefathers and the gods and decorated his daughter, whose complexion
was of the finest gold, with jewelry. (15)



82

a?ﬁ-'\ b N ik N
R T FHe |
3 d HESPEAH]
A I & e | | 261 |
m ot ey

N ¢ 2
nammmmaml

[a Sl o N o YaY

fiyoreg 2 Rrer R e | 2ol |
SRINRRIEEE SIS
aq?ww Fﬂaawm{q'l
WW@I
'cwduqluwugrh Il 2ell

Tt & qUIerRIRerT
RAAEHOEA U |
JATHIR S -

gHEIE g || ¢-l|

o oS o\ ¥l Y |
FACTHCIGHHTE AR

GHIESIAARTSTSET &R: | 1Rl |

Sri Krsnacaitanya-caritamrta
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Then gathering together excellent brahmanas he sent them to bring the
groom. And they said [when they arrived at the groom’s house]: “Come
quickly, after perfoming an auspicious rite, accompanied by the sounds of
the Samans for good luck.” (16)

Hari himself went in a palanquin carried by men, surrounded by good
folk and the sounds of jubilation, to the house of the respected brahmana,
Misra, which was lit up with rows of lanterns. He looked like Siva going to
the mountain peak of gold. (17)

Then coming out of his house, Miéra, guiding him in, accepted him as
groom by washing his feet, and so forth, and with [offerings of] fine fran-
grances and cloth and incense along with the essence of aguru. (18)

The groom shone with the light of the full moon, the staff of his body
glowing purely like Sumeru shining with the brightness of his cupid defeating
smile and his luster of molten gold. (19)

With his two arms illumined by bracelets, armbands, and rings and beau-
tified by their lotus-like palms he easily out shown numerous desire trees,
Hari who grants the desires of those surrendered to him. (20)
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1.10: The Marriage of Gaura 85

Bringing his daughter who glowed like the moon, whose radience de-
stroyed all gloom, and who was well ornamented, he graciously gave her to
the teacher of the world (Gauranga) and then the beauty of the two reigned
supreme. (21)

Their moonlike faces with their combined radiance, so beautiful, like the
moon and Rohini,?” blossomed forth; those two, like Hara (Siva) and Pavarti,
sprinkled one another with flowers. (22)

And then when the Lord of Kamala was seated, shy Laksmi was seated
there next to him. Then the virtuous one (Vallabhacarya), knower of the
process, came before them and sat in order to give his daughter according to
rule. (23)

The one at whose feet Prajapati offered footwash and attained the desire
to create the world is the same one at whose feet, the light of whose nails
destroys all darkness, Vallabha offered footwash. (24)

The one to whom Great Indra gave the seat of kingship, a bejeweled lion’s
throne covered with blanket, is the same one, now clothed in the finest yel-
low, to whom he (Vallabha) give a broad silk seat. (25)

27Rohini is the ninth lunar asterism which consists of five stars including, the “red star,”
Aldebaran. Mythologically, Rohini is considered the favorite wife of Candra, the moon.



86

Sri Krsnacaitanya-caritamrta

HHUT G STATHAT FH-

feperTetell E¥aeeTRA: |

el Fiefal: ) B HW

el GG QST | &
adl fg<t sfaweicad I

el e ferst g =4 |
fersqRRy et fong:
OISR d: | | 9|

Do <

gfel NFIT IR AT HEThe SHSERH SaTiesh] A  G2M: @[ | 2ol |



1.10: The Marriage of Gaura 87

Having performed, in order, the water offering and the rest according to
the ritual process, with goose bumps rising on his body in joy, the grateful
one released his daughter, whose eyes were like lotus flowers, and gave her
into the hands of Hari. (26)

Then when the auspicious and great celebration was over, ViSsvambhara,
the Lord, the destroyer of the pains of the burden of the world, took Laksmi
and went to his own home in palanquins, being applauded by his followers.
(27)

Thus ends the Tenth Chapter, called “The Marriage of Gaura,” in the first part
of the great poem, the Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya.
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1.11: Gaura Wins Wealth and the Observance of Laksmi’s Departure 91

Then Saci with the twice-born ladies after arranging a great festival brought
her daughter-in-law into her own home along with her husband. (1)

To the brahmanas she gave food, fragrances, and garlands with devotion
and to the others, the chief artists and dancers she gave gifts. (2)

After that, residing in that auspicious home with his family, the Master
was happy. He reigned like the moon in the clear sky along with the lunar
asterisms. (3)

And, at the mere sight of Laksmi and Narayana all auspicious things came
to the house of Sri Saci to make known their good fortune. (4)

Then, being situated in the householder stage of life, he went to the East
along with friends in order to earn money, all the while purifying those lands.
(5)

Wherever that victorious one went, with his like the full moon, there the
people of those places looked upon him with joy. (6)

Seeing his face they were not able to cross over the ocean of satisfaction?®
and the women asked “Whose is this pure-looking one? (7)

“Through what merit did his mother carry this best of men in her womb,
this victor over the god of love, never before this seen any time? (8)

281.e., they were never satisfied.
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1.11: Gaura Wins Wealth and the Observance of Laksmi’s Departure 93

“Who has become his wife? She must have long worshipped Siva. He is
Narayana. So she must indeed be Laksmi. There is no doubt.” (9)

Overhearing many statements such as that spoken by the people there,
Hari went along increasing the affection of those whose eyes were moist.
(10)

After going to the bank of the Padmavati river and bathing according to
rule, he dwelled there honored by good people endowed with faith. (11)

She became purifying, equal to the Ganga, a great river, the Padmavati
with strong current and broad banks. (12)

She’s beautified by crocodiles, dolphins, and fish that are as quick as
lightning and has broad banks adorned with the dwellings of good folk. (13)

She became auspicious by caring away sins in her flood of water purified
by the bath of Visvambhara, the foremost of holy bathing places, with Hari
living on her bank. (14)

Giving pleasure to the eyes of the great-souled and pious ones, he enjoyed
himself like Madhuhati (Madhustidana) wishing to see holy people. (15)

The compassionate, mighty master passed several months teaching all the
brahmanas, in excitement over the flavors of knowledge. (16)
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1.11: Gaura Wins Wealth and the Observance of Laksmi’s Departure 95

Then Laksmi, who was most fortunate, whose very life was her husband
and who observed vows [for his welfare], served Saci with foot rubs and
other services. (17)

In the room of the gods, she smeared [cow dung], cleaned, created svastikas,
offered incense, lamps, food, and garlands most perfectly. (18)

Saci was always extremely pleased with her service, her speech, her good
character and her work and considered herself fulfilled. (19)

She affectionately pampered the wife of her son like another daughter
with goosebumps rising on her body produced by affection for her. (20)

Established in the house in this way in time by fate a snake came and bit
her on the sole of her foot. Noticing her Saci informed the snake-charmers
and bringing her daughter-in-law Saci tried to cleanse the poison from her.
(21-22)

With many kinds of mantras the poison was not dispelled. Then thinking
the time had arrived, she brought her with great care and placed her, adorned
with a garland of tulasi leaves, in the waters of the Daughter of Jahnu (Ganga)
and then she performed sarikirtana of Hari along with the other wives. (23-
24)
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1.11: Gaura Wins Wealth and the Observance of Laksmi’s Departure 97

When the sky was pure and crowded with the chariots of the Gandharvas
and made auspicious by the singing of Brahma and the other gods, and of
those accomplished in yoga, Mahalaksmi, the mother of the world, in order
to go to the presence of her own lord remembered the lotus-like feet of Krsna
and gave up her body in the river of the heaven. (26)

Then she went to her own abode, so splendid, which is unapproachable
by Indra and the other gods and which is the very form of all auspiciousness.
(27)

Laksmi joined with the supreme Laksmi was bowed to by the worlds. (28)

Thus ends the eleventh chapter, called “Celebration of the Victory of SriLaksmi,”
in the first part of the great poem the Immortal Acts of Sri Krsna Caitanya
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1.12: Removal of Saci’s Sadness 101

Then greatly saddened Saci mourned her daughter-in-law who was de-
voted to dharma. She soaked her breasts with the streams of tears flowing
from her eyes. (1)

She said: “You miserable snake! What is this thing you have done, you
wicked soul? Why have you not bitten me with your dreadful teeth and left
my daughter-in-law alone? (2)

Engaging his wife in my service, my pious son went away, surrounded by
his neighbors, to accumulate wealth and food for me. Now how can I look
upon my son’s face without my daughter-in-law?” Mourning bitterly like this,
she, overwhelmed by sadness, parted from her daughter-in-law and gave the
instruction, “perform the rites suitable to her own family.” Her own people
performed them immediately and Saci returned to her own home, shedding
tears from eyes agitated with lamentation. (3-5)

Being immediately consoled by family and friends, Saci after a while be-
came stable and seemingly happy. Remembering the face of her son, she
filled her mouth with the names of Krsna. (6)

Then, after some time, the supreme Lord, quite pleased, brought offerings
made by extraordinarily good folk consisting of silver, gold and clothing to
his house. (7)

And seeing immediately that her son, as radiant as the full moon, had
arrived, Saci was not too pleased in her mind. She came forward carrying in
her heart much pain because of her daughter-in-law. (8)
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1.12: Removal of Saci’s Sadness 103

And then the lotus-eyed one seeing Saci fell at her feet and placed the
dust of her feet on his head. Noticing his mother’s face which was darkened
with sadness he was surprised. (9)

The sinless one, while offering her the wealth he had obtained, said with
words sprinkled with the nectar of a smile: “Tell me mother why do you have
such a sad face now? Daughter-in-law?” (10)

Cheered up by his sweet words, Saci with a voice saddened by the memory
of that fine woman told him the whole story of his wife, sprinkling her chest
with tear drops from her eyes. (11)

By the tearful gaze of his mother his body quickly became filled with
sadness and joy. After hearing her words, Madhusiidana said to his mother
with a tender gaze of compassion: (12)

Concealing everything with statements powerful at self-concealment, the
Lord of the Universe said: “Listen to how this nymph wife of a god descended
to the earth at this time. (13)

‘In the assembly of Indra Indunibhanana’s dancing feet were tripped up
by fate for an instant, seeing which the lord of the gods [Indra] cursed her,
‘Become the daughter of a human!” Understanding that, she fell at his feet.
He spoke again to her saying, ‘Become the wife of the lord of everything,
beautiful woman. You will again return here after experiencing the most rare
happiness of the luminous feet of Hari. Now go, beautiful lady!” Hearing the
words of the lord of the gods she became very pleased. Now, cleansing away
the sin produced by that curse of the thirty [gods] in the waters of the Ganges
she has gone. (14-16)
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1.12: Removal of Saci’s Sadness 105

‘Or, the goddess of the universe in the form of Laksmi went back to the
lotus feet of her own lord. Enough with lamentation. What is destined to be
must be. The whole universe is ruled by time.” (17)

Hearing the words of her moon-faced son Saci gave up her sadness. The
reason for concealing the manifest might of Hari who has assumed the con-
dition of a human is thus expanded on. (18)

Nor indeed is it surprizing that the Lord himself has told a story of the
gods, since by the gestural indications and aesthetic pleasure of such [sto-
ries], grandfather [Brahma] creates the three worlds and the Controller [Siva]
destroys them. (19)

Thus ends the twelfth chapter of first section of the great poem called the
Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya, entitled the “Removal of Saci’s Sadness.”






The Bewildering of
Sanatana (FAIGERAI:)

107



108 Sri Krsnacaitanya-caritamrta

HATTE I8 T A Eea=ygi: |
=~ hay ¢ o

gHIe = HY: | FeTfee g |12 ||
ad: T Faare e gae |
FTaiee 5 e Trese A | R |
ﬂ o_lfa_qo_ o 03 (e oaTq_\l

95 HH T Gdi 3rg J&mem | 13 ||
TGl T s HRNIgSTH: |
agIid T quedrd HelcH| | 9!
T3 o s Fded FoEieY|

~ L NN

T oot et SRS fsmE] | u ]|
Tl T Tl fasa awgfi: &l
FaeHAlII FRIEEAEE) 16 ||
ofcelce] I T AN i
A g dq: |1 &fvaniad| | ol |
TG WHERIRAT ITET SRTE: || <] |
AU Galis: FrarE ;|
Bl FR R EAE R I Ct s i e (TR
g af dd P qived JeTcd |

it GERUIgTH SUIGEEHT e || 20/ |
T e @t qited: SieTae: |
ad: ST | Zr JTseg | | 22|




1.13: The Bewildering of Sanatana 109

Thus, living in the lovely house with his mother and his good friends he
was happy like Indra with Aditi and the gods. (1)

Then Saci, worrying about the marriage of her son, said to the best of the
twice-born, Kasinatha, “Please go immediately to the brahmana and scholar,
Srimat Sanatana, who is the foremost of those who follow dharma. Ask him
to give his daughter to my son according to regulation.” (2-3)

Hearing her request, the best of the twice-born, Kasinatha, presented all
of her proposal to the great-souled scholar. (4)

[He replied:] “Go, lion of the twice-born. Let what is necessary be done.
Determining the best time, we will send a top brahmana.” (5)

Hearing his request, he [Sanatana] considered everything with his wife
and family members and after determining that this was to be done, he gave
Kasinatha his answer. (6)

Hearing his words he returned and informed Saci of everything. She was
thrilled. (7)

Then after a short while $ri Sanatana who was a scholar, pure, engaged
in his own practice, a Vaisnava, a protector of people, kind, hospitable, of
fine character, sweet spoken, and clean sent a brahmana who came a bowed
to Saci. (8-9)

He said to her: “Good lady! To your son who is a scholar and of noble
nature, the scholar Sri Sanitana wishes to give his daughter, who has all
good traits and possesses beauty and generostiy.” At that the good Saci was
pleased and spoke these words: (10-11)
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1.13: The Bewildering of Sanatana 111

“This relatioship which possesses all good qualities is ever agreeable to
me. Let this be done according to regulation at an auspicious time.” So she
said to him. (12)

Then, very pleased, the best of the twice born said with a sweet voice:
“Visnupriya gaining your son as her husband will make him most fortunate.
May his name become true, Master Visvambhara (Supporter of the World),
having married her. Just as Krsna after marrying Rukmini became happy,
may he too become happy like that. This I tell you truly.” Hearing these
words of the king of twice-born, Saci became filled with joy. (13-15)

The twice-born man went and reported all that to the scholar (Sanatana).
Scholar Sri Sanatana became delighted at that and quickly collected together
all the materials and ornaments for the ceremony. Then he, after determin-
ing the proper time for the ceremony, was ready to perform the adhivasa
preparatory rites. (16-17)

Then the astrologer arrived and reported with humility “While I was hap-
pily on the way here I met Master Visvambhara and asked him, ‘Lord, the
adhivasa of your wedding, o sinless, is now. How is it that you are found
to be delayed for that?” Hearing that he said to me, with shining smile on
his lotus-like face, ‘Where? Whose marriage are you talking about? Tell me
about it.” (18-20)

Hearing his words I came straight to you. Hearing this, consider what it
is fitting to do. (21)

Hearing the words of that astrologer, Srimat Sanatana became quite sad-
dened. Regaining his composure he spoke these words: (22)
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“I have done all this and [gathered] all the materials and ornaments and
still his regard for this has not arisen because of fault of fate. (23)

“What am I to do here? I have not offended anyone in anyway.” Then his
wife with trembling heart, of pure vow, well-born, a bhakta of Visnu, intent
on serving her husband, sadly addressed her unhappy husband, the finest of
scholars: “When Srimat Visvambhara himself made it no, I have no offense
in the this. Why should you be sad? But there is nothing at all for us to say.
This wedding is not to be carried out. Give up your saddness and be happy.”
(24-27)

After hearing the words of his dear wife he felt affection for her and spoke
this after consulting with his family members: “If the king of brahmanas
did not [agree], we will certainly not do it.” Then Bhagavan, the divine
lord of brahmanas, realizing that the disheartened twice-born couple, who
were unselfish bhaktas of Visnu, were angry and embarassed removed their
sadness. (28-30)

Thus ends the thirteenth chapter of first section of the great poem called
the Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya, entitled the “Sport of Bewildering
Sanatana.”
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And then Bhagavan Krsna [i.e., Sri Vi§vambhara], his heart filled with
compassion remembering their sadness, sent his own brahmana and through
the sweet words from that brahmana’s lips, as is natural,?® conciliated them
and turned their minds towards giving their daughter in marriage. (1-2)

Then on the auspicious day of the preparatory rites (adhivasa), which
was free of evil influence and joined with auspicious moon and constella-
tions, occasioning the association of good people and brahmanas, resounding
with drums and cymbals, reverberating with the sounds of the Vedas, all the
directions adorned with incense, lamps, and flags, the Master, after invoking
the well-being of all and honoring the ancestors, performed the preparatory
rites along with the brahmanas. (3-5)

Then Hari, whose reputation was abundant, gave abundantly to the twice-
born and to the good people sandalwoord, as well as fragrances, betal nut,
and garlands (6)

At that time the lord of the scholars, the blessed Sanatana, arrived with
faith, his mind thrilled with delight. Sending brahmanas and the chaste wives
of brahmanas he had the preparatory rites of his great-souled son-in-law per-
formed according to the regulations. He himself performed the preparatory
rites of his daughter according to rule. When he was submerged in the en-
joyment of the great joy, he did not experience the pains of worldy existence.
(7-9)

Then the next day in the morning he bathed in the water of the Jahnavi,
performed his daily rites, and returned home surrounded by good people.
(10)

With a concentrated mind he worshipped his Nandimukha forefathers.3°
Suddenly many resplendent sons of the twice-born arrived and dressed him
with new clothes, ornaments, garlands, sweet fragrances, and so forth. The
divine Srimad Vi$évambhara was as beautiful as a billion gods of love. (11-12)

29The phrase is prakrto yathd. It could mean “like an ordinary man.”
30The Nandimukha forefathers are a group of forefathers to whom offerings are made. Ac-
cording to some they are the three ancestors before one’s great-grandfather.
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At that very moment Sri Sanatana Pandita quickly decorated his daughter
with new clothes, jewelry, garlands, and fragrances. Knowing that the time
for the wedding was approaching he sent some topnotch brahmanas to offer
respect to and bring the groom. (13-14)

Then when best of the twice-born arrived there and they humbly said:
“The auspicious time for your wedding has arrived. May you be victorious
in gaining prosperity! Turn your mind to going to the house of the Pandita.
Who can describe his good fortune?” (15-16)

Hearing the words of the brahmanas, the Lord with a respectful conte-
nance bowed quickly to his mother and then after climbing onto the palan-
quin departed, pleased by shouts of “jaya,” Vedic songs, the sounds of mr-
darigas and kettledrums, vinds,! cymbals, and bells. (17-18)

He shined brightly on the palanquin, which was as white as the rays of
the autumn moon, surrounded by strings of lights like the moon surrounded
by stars. (19)

Like another peak of Meru in the ocean of milk golden-whitish in color,
Hari himself revealed his world-enchanting beauty. (20)

Seeing that the groom had arrived [Sri Sanatana’s] pores blossomed into
goosebumps in his joy. With great care he brought him in, respectfully
washed his feet, and offered him a seat according to proper etiquette. He
favored him with clothes, garlands, and ointments. With his golden body
like melted gold and his chest bearing garlands of jasmine, he looked like
the peak of Mount Mera dividing the Ganges into two streams. Seeing the
groom’s face like the rising full moon and his lotus-like eyes, the mother-in-
law-to-be with a smile on her face was delighted. She and the other wives of
the twice-born waved lamps, fortunate-bearing objects, parched grain, and
other auspicious things, before him,3? with affection for him, well-informed
in what was dear to him, filled with the greatest joy, and possessing much
curiosity about him. (21-25)

31 An ancient Indian stringed instrument.
32A manner of greeting an important guest, offering lights, flowers, water, sweets, etc.
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Sri Sanatana Pandita brought forth his glowing daughter and offered her
to his new son-in-law with full composure. (26)

Then arose a great celebration with shouts of “victory, victory,” the sounds
of Vedic chants of the brahmanas, and the sounds of many kinds of musical
instruments. (27)

They sprinkled one another with flower petals, Visnu and Visnupriya.
Great joy itself descended. Then the Infinite himself sat down on a white
seat with a pure cushion, mighty-armed Hari and she his auspicious bride.
(28-29)

Like Krsna and lovely faced Rukmini in Dvaravati, they increased so each
other’s beauty like the constellation Rohini and the moon. (30)

After coming forward, releasing his daughter according rule, and giving
her over into the hands of her husband, Sri Sanatana considered himself to
have achieved his goal. (31)

Then when the wedding was completed after great celebration the teacher
of the world returned to his own home with his wife. (32)

Seeing him while being praised by the gods of the earth (brahmanas) ar-
riving home together with his wife she, the mother of Murari, performed
with her chaste friend the ceremony of entering the house joyful smile on
her face. (33)

Thus ends the fourteenth chapter of the first section of the great poem
called the Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya, entitled “Marriage to Visnupriya.”
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After that Hari was applauded by the residents of the town. Living at
home he, by teaching good people such as brahmanas and vaidyas the meth-
ods of the world and the methods of the holy, made a wonderful arrangement
for compassion. (1)

By his eloquence he steals away that of the lord of speech, by his poetry
that of Kavya (Sukracarya) and by his beauty the loveliness of the moon.
When the lord came to earth did they themselves place their qualities again
in his heart? (2)

He taught the greatest brahmanas, who in their previous births accumu-
lated masses of merits. How can we describe the great virtue of those for-
tunate ones for whom the teacher of the whole world himself became their
teacher. (3)

With beauty, sweetness, playfulness, and gracefulness, the whitish one
(gaura), whose complexion was the color of the finest, most radiant gold,
shone forth, his lotus-like feet cared for by Visnupriya, he the head of the
kings of rasa-enjoyers who was filled with rasa. (4)

Hari, his arms swinging with the sport of knowledge, moved along the
street surrounded by students. Returning home to his own mother, he gave
her happiness along with his dear wife. (5)

Then, in order to teach the world by example, Acyuta made up his mind
to perform his father’s rites. He performed his father’s Sraddha according
to regulation and knowing the method departed for Gaya accompanied by
earth-deities (brahmanas). (6)
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While walking along the road he laughed like an ordinary person and
amused the good with his jokes. He enjoyed seeing the antics of the animals
in places frequented by antelope. (7)

And after happily bathing in a pond called Corandhayaka, performing
his daily rites, and making offerings to the gods and forefathers, he rapidly
climbed Mandara with his dear friends and saw the sacred images there. (8)

Then, he descended quickly and went to the house of a twice-born at
the base of the mountain. To demonstrate a teaching for human beings, the
Master’s body became scorched with fever. (9)

“By heaven’s influence my body has become ill on the journey. How then
will my ancestral rites at Gaya be accomplished? An obstacle to my good
fortune has arisen.” Thus, he became troubled by great worry. (10)

Then, while considering ways to break his fever he realized that serving
the twice-born is the best and deciding on that the Lord drank their foot-
wash. (11)

All those brahmanas who depend on Madhusiidana are constantly mindful
of the feet of Krsna. Therefore, considering himself one of Krsna’s subjects,
the Master drank their foot wash. (12)

Then his fever was cured. Having demonstrated for them bhakti for the
feet of the twice-born, he went again to the holy place named Puna and
performed there worship of the twice-born and the deities. (13)
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Then after crossing the river he went to Rajagrha, the most meritorious,
highest of holy sites. At a pond called Brahma-kunda he performed worship
of his father to teach the people. (14)

... With the husband of his mother and the gods he went slowly to Gay3,
wishing to see the lotus-like feet of Holder of the Club (Visnu).33 (15)

There he met a virtuous, exemplary renunciant named I$vara Puri who
was a bhakta of Hari. The supreme lord (Visvambhara) bowed to him, who
was pleased with his higher bhakti for him (the Self), and then said: (16)

“Today by good fortune, lord, I have met you.>* Master, please tell me
how I may cross over the ocean of becoming and perceive the deathless nectar
of Krsna’s lotus-like feet, you who are yourself an ocean of compassion.” (17)

He, hearing thus this sweet statement of Hari, joyfully gave him the best
of mantras, knowing his preference. Receiving the ten-syllable mantra,® Gau-
racandra (Vi§vambharaO praised him filled with bhakti. (18)

“O compassionate renunciant! From connection with you my difficult to
attain success now has been achieved and that success is intoxication from
the honey of the lotus feet of Sri Krsna, such that I will cross over the endless
cycle of birth and death.”

Thus ends the fifteenth chapter of the first section of the great poem the
Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya, entitled “Meeting with Sri I§varapuri.”

33The first half of the verse seems to be lost. Perhaps the words patyd svamdtuh “with the
husband of his mother” (his father?) belong to whatever was communicated in that half. Neither
of the translators, Hindi or Bengali, take any notice of the words.

34Lit., “I have seen your lotus-like feet” ([maya] drstam padambujam tava).

35The ten-syllable Gopala mantra: ! FE Tifd=er T@&l. This mantra comes in two versions,
a ten-syllable and an eighteen-syllable version, and is, along with the Kama-gayatri, the main
mantra for the worship of Krsna.
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Demonstrating himself the nature of bhakti for one’s guru, he performed
ritual worship of his father-deity at Phalgu.3® At Preta Peak, in the midst of
those attended by the dust of the fingers of Brahman,?” he offered special
funeral cakes (pinda) to his father. (1)

Having worshiped the gods, he gave to the twice-born enough donations
to be directed to his forefathers. Then descending quickly, he traveled north
and after performing his father’s rites at Daksinamanasa and at Uttarama-
nasa,>® he went, surrounded by the twice-born, to Jihvacapala.3® Then af-
ter performing a sraddha ceremony for his forefathers and the gods he was
pleased and went to the head of Gaya.*® (2-3)

Through the foremost of twice-born priests he offered cakes, preceded
by rites for his father, on the sixteen-altar. Srimad Jagannatha Purandara
himself became visible and accepted them with pleasure. (4)

It was like when Sri Rama offered cakes and his father came and accepted
them. Such are Hari’s activities everywhere, yet they are the rarest of all. (5)

In Visnupadi*! he saw the impression of Hari’s foot and became extremely
thrilled. He said to himself, “Why, after seeing this, has my love for the marks
of the lotus-like feet of Hari not arisen?” (6)

In that very instant, by good fortune, [it was as if] he was sprinkled again
and again with very cold water. The Lord begain shivering and his hair stood
on end, his chest was drenched with streams of tears of love. (7)

36Phalgu is a holy site near Gaya.

371t is unclear what the expression brahmdrigulirenuyuta means. The other translators have
either ignored it or taken it as a reference to some sort of place. Renu means dust or pollen.
Altogether the compound means “possessing the dust of the fingers of Brahman or the brah-
manas.” Or, perhaps brahmanguli is some kind of pollen-bearing plant that grows on Preta Peak.
It could also mean, I suppose, that Visvambhara was surrounded by others who followed the
Brahmanical way or culture, i.e., they were “dusted” by the fingers of brahmanas.

38possibly two sacred lakes somewhere near Gaya.

39 Another sacred site? Lit. “active or impertinent tongue.” Jihvd could mean the tongue of
agni or fire, as well.

40Vigvambhara is thought to have made this journey to Gaya in 1509 C.E. at the age of 23.

4I'The still existing Visnupada temple in Gaya.
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He became agitated by the blossoming of divine love (prema) for the two
lotus-like feet of Krsna and quickly left aside his companions. He wanted to
leave beautiful Gaya, which is filled with holy people, and go to the forest of
Madhu (Vrndavana). (8)

An unembodied voice, sounding like the thunder of a new cloud, called
to him and said: “Return to your own home. Then, later, when the time
is right, lord, [go] to Madhu’s forest and other places as well by your own
effort. (9)

“You are indeed the controller of all. This is certain. You are able to act
or not act always. Still, you should always make true what is said by your
servants, o master.” (10)

Hearing these divine words, he returned home with his friends and falling
at the feet of his mother, he bowed to her. Saci was blinded by her tears of
joy. (11)

While living at home his composure became disturbed by divine love. He
wept; he roared repeatedly, making various sounds; he trembled and with a
choked voice, he sometimes joyfully uttered “Hare Krsna Hare.” (12)

Sometimes he sang praise with brahmanas led by Srivasa and danced filled
with emotion. And, imitating the various descents (avatdra) [of Visnu], he
enjoyed himself while teaching human beings. (13)
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He offered all his actions to the lotus-like feet of Hari and became the fore-
most of renunciants. Then he went to the best of holy places*? surrounded
by great souls headed by Mukunda who were dear to Hari.*® (14)

He visited the god, Lord (Jagannatha) of the holy land of Purusottama
(Puri), and after gaining an everlasting happiness greater than the happiness
of everlasting bliss, he went to the bridge built by Raghava** [meeting] on
the way with wise holy men. (15)

He embraced the seven Tamala trees standing there and wept repeatedly.
Then the Master returned from there and in the sacred place called Kiirma
saw the Lord of the Universe in the form of the tortoise. (16)

Then he returned to the sacred site Sri Purusottama Ksetra (Puri) and saw
the face of Jagannatha. After staying there for some time, Acyuta (Vi§vamb-
hara) went to the Mathura of the Enemy of Madhu.*® (17)

Reaching that place, decorated with the markings of the lotus-like feet
[of Krsna], he wept rolling about vigorously on the ground. The teacher of
the world stayed there some days, eager for nothing other than the taste of
the nectar of divine love. (18)

Thus, increasing the highest happiness in the town of Madhu, the Master
abruptly returned joyfully on foot in the company of holy men to that highest
abode illumined by Purusottama. (19)

Hearing of these observances of Hari at the sacred places one obtains the
greatest result of visiting the sacred site Gaya. A faithful person in the end
reaches the pure goal with all desires fulfilled. (20)

Thus ends the sixteenth chapter of the first section of the great poem the
Immortal Acts of Sri Krsnacaitanya, entitled “Visit to Gaya.”

42Jagannatha Puri in Orissa.

43From here the text gives a brief account of the rest of the life of Visvambhara, his becoming
a renunciant, being given the name S$ri Krsnacaitanya, and his touring the various sacred places
in India. Perhaps if this section of the poem was an early version of the work that was later
added to and expanded, either by Murari or someone else, into the larger work that has come
down to us.

44This is Setubandha, a ridge of rocks extending into the ocean from Rame$varam on the south
eastern side of India towards Srilanka. These are believed by the faithful to be remnants of a
bridge which, according to the Ramdyana, Rama had built to Srilanka for his army to cross over
when he attacked Ravana.

4SMadhudvis, another name of Krsna.






Part I1

Second Movement

139






