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1The published text of the Agni Purana does not have this line. Sri Jiva comments on it and thus
it must have been in the version he knew.

2 Again the published text has: T@: & =T ATGAT Tar a4 |
TRTIATAT Afagangaearcaceadri 21



[Thus, having performed the enjoined rites for the juncture periods® one
should recite and remember the Gayatri,* because reciting it one can save dis-
ciples, wife, and one’s own life breath. (1)]

Since it sings [i.e., praises and reveals] the uktha mantras, the scriptures,
radiance, as well as the life-giving breaths, it is remembered as the gayatr7 and
also as savitri because it reveals Savitr [the rouser, the sun]. Also because it has
the form of speech it is known as Sarasvatl. (1)

Sri Jiva’s Gloss
Victory to the Lover of Radha, Sr1 Radharamana!

He whose older brother, Sri Sanatana,

is equal to Sanatana® and

whose younger brother was Sri Vallabha,’
that Sr1 Rapa’ is Jiva’s true shelter.

Now the commentary on the Gayatri found in the Agni Purana being ex-
plained. Uktha means mantras that consist of the sacred syllable om. The scrip-
tures are all the Vedas. Radiance is the splendor that is the form of Visnu which
will be discussed as we proceed. The life-giving breaths or prana are the causes
of all living beings and his expansions. Since it sings [from the root gai] or re-
veals therefore it is remembered as the Gayatri. Because it is the revealer or
manifestor of Savitr [the deity of the sun] which consists of the three Vedas it
may be said to create Savitr and thus is called Savitri. And because it has the
form of speech it is know as Savasvatt®

3The juncture periods or sandhyas are those periods of day in which one major period ends and
another begins such as when night ends and day begins or when morning ends and afternoon
begins and so forth. Special rites of observance are enjoined for members of the upper castes,
especially for the brahmanas in India.

4The Gayati in this context refers to a mantra from the Rg Veda (2.62.10?) also sometimes called
the Brahma-gayatri or the Strya-gayatri. GayatrI in the strictest sense refers to a kind of meter
that is common in Vedic texts. It has three feet each with eight syllables or matra. Since the Stirya-
gayatri is recited daily during the juncture rites of upper caste Hindus, it is often referred to as
“the” gayatri.

5Sanatana here means the “eternal,” a reference to the eternal deity, SrT Krsna. It can also be
a reference to the Sanatana who is one of the four brother sages, the Catursana, who are sons of
Brahma the creator or demiurge. The Sanas are considered illumined sages.

6This is Sri Jiva’s father.

7811 Jiva’s uncle who was one of the best poet-literary critics of the Caitanay tradition.

8The goddess of speech.
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9The last quarter of this verse reads in the printed text: He0 T&Ha=<H. Not clear what this
means.
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19The printed text reads ITsE q: for T &9:. Sri Jiva’s version averts a monistic leaning in the
text.

Hn the printed text this reads: aa gefa ’\?@_{{l’ fasmraer T
12Printed text ends with 3T=T 2%
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