o LaV [ o
CIMIRIKNIEEIRINIERIS]
Sri Gopalatapaniyopanisad

= ~ [
RIRUSIREZIES IS 1B AS B I ERE
edited by Jan Brzezinski

Translated by Neal Delmonico

May 4, 2009






Contents

m — Prior INlumination



Contents



L EGIREIRIRIEA O

Prior Illuminati(;n



6 Chapter One: Prior Illumination

TT FT AT |

HT ArEE-=TeITT FTATTHEARITAT |
THT IE=AGATT 79 ghgan=ar |

T GAT § T TR | & AT &9 | FAT JFEAiT | 6
fagmaaTae fagma wafa | &9 fo gawafa

g ETaTT STERIT: | ST & IH 90 | Mfa-ar=gcgiaafa | Tdr-

~
A

S ECEERIEERS SR EIS R R IR R R

g &g | &: & Ta=T RIGHT TIISTae: & & @ad

TIaT A& TISRYAT Ty fHasfatear fafear mas=faaraar-
YERETHTAT ST | Hahel 9T AT Al

qr earafa w\iq alq aregar yafa arsaar [adid |

T &g & agv f& == F awr aE9e | qead fafafavamrer-
grfau

g BraTT 80T | MIGIHYT T80 HedgAaT=dd |



Gopala-tapani Upanisad 7

Om! Salutation to Sri Krsna!

Om! Salutation unto him

whose form is being, conciousness, and bliss,
Sri Krsna, unafflicted doer,

who is to be known by means of Vedanta,
the teacher, direct witness of the intellect.

Om! The sages verily said to Brahma: “Who is the supreme god?
What does Death fear? By knowledge of what is everything known? By
what does this universe roll on?”

Then Brahma replied: “Sri Krsna is indeed the supreme god. Death
fears Govinda. By knowing Gopijanavallabha everything is known. By
svahad does this universe roll on.”

Then they asked: “Who is Krsna and who is Govinda. Who is that
Gopijanavallabha? What is that svaha?

Brahma told them: “[Krsna is] the extractor of sins. [Govinda is] he
who is known by cow, earth and Veda. [Gopijanavallabha is] the initiator
of the arts and wisdom of the cowherd women and [svah4] is his magical
power (maya). All are the supreme Brahman.

One who meditates [on him], one who relishes [him], one who wor-
ships [him], he becomes immortal; he becomes immortal.

They asked: “What is his form? What is his relishing or indeed his
worship? Tell all this to those who are interested in knowing.”

Hairanya (Brahma) then replied: “Dressed like a cowherd, his com-
plexion like a rain cloud, youthful is he, standing beneath a wish-fulfilling
tree.”
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On this there are some verses:

His eyes like fine lotus flowers,

His color that of rain clouds,

His clothes the hue of lightning,

With two arms and the hand-gesture of knowledge,
Such is the Lord, wearing a garland of forest flowers.

Surrounded by cows and cowherd boys and girls,
Standing at the base of a wish-fulfilling tree,
Adorned with shining ornaments

And in the middle of a jeweled lotus,

Caressed by breezes cooled by touching

The waves of Kalind1's waters,

Thus thinking with one’s mind of Krsna,

One is liberated from the cycle of birth and death.

And again the relishing of him: the first word is krsnaya preceded by
the kdma seed which is composed of water, earth, and moon. Govindaya is
the second word. Gopijana is the third and vallabhaya is the fourth. Svaha
is the fifth. Uttering softly (japa) this five word mantra, one gains Brah-
man, which has five limbs through its forms of sky, earth, sun, moon,
and fire.

On this there is a verse:

Placing kltm at the beginning,

then krsnaya, govindaya,

and gopijanavallabhaya,

one who may once pronounce it so,
along with the great daughter of the sun,
quickly reaches the [highest] goal

and will have no other [lesser] goal.

1

Lsvaha
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Bhakti is the worshiping of him. Ant that is the fixing of the mind
in him along with the exclusion of all adjuncts (upadhi) relating to either
this world or the next. And this is true freedom from action.

The brahmanas repeatedly offer to him, to Krsna. They re-
peatedly worship the existing one, Govinda. Gopijanavallabha
has upheld the worlds and, resorting to svahd, with his pow-
erful semen he has shaken the universe.

As the wind has entered the world and in born beings be-
come fivefold, so does Krsna, though one, appear as five
words through the quality of sound for the benefit of the uni-
verse.

They asked: “Describe the means of approaching this supreme self,
Govinda, the upholder of all.”

He replied to them: “His ‘seat’ is a golden lotus with eight petals. Af-
ter placing inside of that two [inverted] triangles and inside those Brah-
man along with seed in the form of the mantra krsnaya namah preceded
by seed of all primal letters [i.e., the kama seed], after properly inscrib-
ing the Kama-gayatri, and after surrounding the circle of earth with [pro-
tective] spears, one should worship that invested with body, Vasudeva,
Rukmini, sky, power, Indra, Vasudeva, earth, and ocean at the junctures
of the day with deep respect and proper ingredients. By that one gains
all, gains all.

Here there are some verses:

The one controller who is everywhere,
Krsna is to be invoked,

who, though one, appears as many.
Those who worship him on his seat,
who are self-possessed,

gain eternal happiness,

not so do the rest.
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The one eternal being among eternal beings

the one conscious being among conscious beings,
who bestows their desired objects on the many.
Those who worship him on his seat,

who are self-possessed,

gain eternal happiness,

not so do the rest.

This is the highest realm of Visnu;
those who are eternally freed

do not honor their desired objects.
For them he, cowherd in form,
then may reveal most carefully
the realm that is his own.

He who bestowed the mantra previously
who was the spell tasmai gopaya

that Krsna divine,

the light of awareness of self

one who wants liberation, indeed,
should approach for shelter.

Those who recite, with the om within it,
the five word mantra of Govinda,

to them he reveals his own form.
Therefore, one wanting liberation
should practice it for eternal peace.

The other mantras of Govinda among humans
have arisen from this five-word mantra,

like the ten-syllable one? and the rest.

They, too, are practiced in the same way

as by Indra and others out of desires for wellbeing.

They inquired about his [Govinda’s] essential nature that the mantras
make known by means of language. Then, he replied: “he who was
meditated upon and praised while I was performing the sacrificial rite
of Brahman illuminated me at the end of the higher half and appeared
before me, that primal being in the dress of a cowherd.

2That is, gopiijanavallabhaaya svaahaa
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“Then, through my favorable heart as I was bowing down he gave
me the eighteen-syllable essential nature [svariipa, i.e., mantra] for the
purpose of creation and after that he vanished. Once again, however,
he appeared to me as I was desiring to create, revealing to me the form
of the future universe in those letters. That is as follows: from the “k”
comes the waters, from the “1” comes the earth, from the “1” comes fire,
from the dot [of the anusvara] comes the moon and from their combi-
nation comes their sun. Thus, from the syllable ki7m I created. From
the krsnaya came space, from space came the air and from the following
word I drew out the Surabhi cow and wisdom. From the following word
came women [female forms] and men [male forms] and indeed all this,
all this.”

By the honoring of this mantra, Candradhvaja, his illusion dispersed,
knew the Self. Thus, with the om in its midst, one should repeat the
mantra, free of association, while pouring oneself into [the absolute].

That supreme realm of Visnu
the sages always look to
like an eye spread in the sky.?

Therefore, one should always practice this mantra; one should al-
ways practice this mantra.

Then some say that from its first word comes the earth, from its sec-
ond comes the waters, from its third comes fire, form its forth word
comes air, and from its final word comes space. Thus one should con-
stantly repeat the mantra, consisting of the five Vaisnava utterances,*
which reveals Krsna for the sake of proceeding to singularity (kaivalya,
liberation).

Rg Veda, 1.22.20
4That is, the five parts of the mantra
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