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Introduction

Sanatana Gosvamin begins his commentary on the first verse of this work
with a general introduction to his work. Here is what he says:

Salutation to bhakti,

mother of all the goals of life.

giver of greater joy than experience of Brahman,
liberator from sensual pleasures,

sheltered at the lotus feet of the Lover of Radha
to be practiced with weightier love

like the love of the people of Vraja.

Salutation to the Caitanya-moon,

who tastes the nectar of his own name,
by taking shelter in whose form

a person becomes filled with bhakti

Because it shows a small part

of the intended meanings of the text

this gloss, named “Shower of the Direction”?
is written by me myself.2

1 Dig-darsini
2Sanatana Gosvamin, Dig-darsini, 1.1.1:
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iv INTRODUCTION

In this book bhakti for Bhagavan, which bestows dharma, wealth
(artha), sensual enjoyment (kama), and liberation (moksa), is de-
scribed. In it (bhakti), an intense joy is attained that is far greater
than the experience of the joy of Brahman. And that bhakti is
to be performed to the lotus-like feet of Gopinatha (the Lord of
the Cowherd Women). And moreover it is ascertained that that
bhakti is to be performed with love, an extremely great love that
has no regard for or dependence on anything else, like the love
of the people of Nanda’s Vraja. It is shown ahead that the re-
sult attainable for people carrying out that kind of bhakti is un-
interrupted, spontaneous amusing activities in the company of
the Son of Nanda [Krsna] in Goloka, a world that exists above
Vaikuntha [the world of Visnu]. All of this is explained ahead
in its proper place clearly and in detail. For this reason, he first
performs an auspicious rite with a description of the uncommon
and highest excellence of his most beloved deity, like one beg-
ging for that deity’s great grace, with the verse beginning with
jayati. It’s [that verse’s] meaning is that that deity is most the
excellent of all.3

This statement in brief summarizes superbly the major thesis of Sana-
tana’s masterpiece, the Brhad-bhagavatamrta, or the “Great Ambrosia of the
Bhagavata.” In fact, it summarizes in brief the fundamental religious phi-
losophy of the entire Caitanya Vaisnava tradition, as well. Unpacking and
demonstrating this thesis on the basis of the received sacred literature of late
medieval India was nevertheless a huge undertaking and one that has been
powerfully influential in the later tradition. This work is perhaps Sanatana’s
second work as a follower of Caitanya. His earlier work, the Sri Krsna-lila-
stava (Hymn of the Sports of Krsna), to some degree anticipates the theology
that Sanatana will present in this book.
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Chapter 1: On Earth (3H:)
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Chapter 1: On Earth 3

Glory to a certain someone bearing the fragrance of youth, who de-
scended to give away love for his own lotus-like feet, an ocean of various
kinds of sweetness, and from whose Caitanya form is revealed that love,
taken to the limit of its highest stage, as found eternally among the cowherd
women.! (1)

Fullest glory to the cowherd women headed by Radhika, who are famed
for their extraordinary dearness to the Lord. No one at all is able to describe
even a little of the sweetness of their supreme affection for Hari. (2)

Glory to Hari who, considering the feelings of those who love him more
sweet than his own, out of desire for those feelings descended here in the
form of his own devotee, golden in complexion and named Krsna Caitanya,
wearing the clothes of a sannydsi, this son of Saci. (3)

Glory to radiant Mathur3, the finest of cities, enchanting and most beloved
to the Enemy of Kamsa, beautified by his place of birth, considered great
in the world because it removes sins and brings about liberation and bhakti,
not to mention because of the stories of his various sports there. (4)

Twice as much glory to this? forest of Vrnda (Vrndavana), so much more
dear to Murari than his residence in Vaikuntha or residence in the hearts of
even the most elevated of saints; here, he whose flute is soft and sweet
forever enjoys the cowherd women as he herds his cows and makes love
grow deeper in the circle dance (Rasa). (5)

1

2§11 Sanatana’s home while composing this work.
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Chapter 1: On Earth 5

May the Daughter of the Sun (the Yamuna) be crowned with victory, sis-
ter of Dharmaraja (Yama), who befriends Mathura and surpasses the Ganga
and who, loved by the Enemy of Mura and born of his lotus feet, flows with
nectar disguised as water. (6)

Victory to Mount Govardhana who is the overlord of mountains, de-
scribed by the cowherd women, the best of the servants of Hari, worshiped
by Krsna through ending the sacrifice to Indra, and who for seven days
resided on the palm of his (Krsna’s) lotus-hand. (7)

Victory, victory to loving bhakti for Krsna. Liberation, which is rejected
by Vaisnava who have given up faith in the muttering of prayers, in sacrifice,
in austerity, and in renunciation,® falls at bhakti’s feet hoping for shelter
there and knowing those feet to be the secret truth of all scriptures. (8)

Double victory to the joy-soaked name of Murari which brings an end
to the toil spent on own’s own pious duties, meditations, worship, and so
forth and which, when somehow contacted even once, gives liberation to
all living beings. That name is my highest joy, my very life and ornament.
(9)

My prostrations to Sri Krsnacandra, worker of unlimited mercy, who
took the form of Sri Caitanya, spreading the joy of love in the Age of Kali.
(10)

This is a collection of the essense of the scriptures about bhakti for the
Lord experienced in Caitanyadeva from his beloved form. (11)

3Sanatana in his commentary on this verse equates these four with the four asrama of the
varnasrama system or system of four castes and four stages in life. These practices in their
given order are associated with the stages of student life, householder life, forest retirement,
and renunciation respectively. This means that real Vaisnava reject these things. Though
conducive perhaps to liberation, they are not to prema-bhakti.
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Chapter 1: On Earth 7

Let those who are Vaisnava listen to this very confidential treatise, “Am-
brosia of the Bhagavata,” that Jaimini spoke lovingly to Janamejaya. (12)

After hearing the amazing story of the Mahabharata from that king of
sages Jaimini, the son of Pariksit, Janamejaya, anxious to hear its appendix,
asked: (13)

$ri Janamejaya said:

O Brahmana! I got from you a delightful flavor (rasa) in the Mahabharata
that I didn’t get from VaiSampayana. Therefore, please complete the rest of
it with that sweetness [i.e. with the sweet rasa]. (14)

$ri Jaimini said:

When Pariksit, his many fears destroyed by the instruction of Sukadeva,
fully possessed of all the goals of life, and overwhelmed by love for Krsna,
was near the time of his rising up to the abode of his own choice [i.e, after
death], his mother, the daughter of Virata (Uttara), saddened yet devoted to
Krsna asked privately this of that best of kings and as a result she, filled with
affection for him, was illumined and made joyful by him, her son: (15-17)

$ri Uttara said:

Dear one, extract the core out of what Suka taught you, like that nectar
from the ocean of milk, and teach that to me quickly. (18)

$ri Jaimini said:

He spoke respectfully, that King Pariksit, who loved his mother and was
thrilled by the delightful flavor of telling the awe-inspiring story of Govinda
he had heard. (19)
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Chapter 1: On Earth 9

Sri Visnurata [Pariksit] said:

Mother, although taking a vow of silence is preferred at a time like this,
I am encouraged instead to speak by the sweetness of your question. By
the grace of my guru $ri Badarayani, I hereby offer my obeisances to Lord
Acyuta, the giver of life to you as well as to me, your son, and through the
influence of his compassion I shall now relate to you in its entirety this very
confidential Nectar of the Bhagavata which was selected with care by the
highest of devotees and with certainty approved by the great ones in the
circle of outstanding sages. (20-23)

Once in the month of Magha in Prayaga, the highest of holy places, some
exemplary sages, after bathing in the morning, were seated near the temple
of Sr1 Madhava. Absorbed in joy and considering themselves fulfilled, they
praised one another with “you are the beloved of Krsna.” (24-25)

Then, Mother, a fine brahmana arrived there, at the holy bathing place
known as Dasasvamedha, intent on bhakti to the Lord, possessed of great
wealth, a ruler of that land and, surrounded by many helpers, determined to
feed the brahmanas. That magnanimous one, having had prepared a variety
of first-rate materials, first finished his required daily rites, cleansed a large
area, and quickly constructed a beautiful square sacrificial area there. Then,
sprinkling the area with his own hands, spread a canopy over it. (26-29)
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Chapter 1: On Earth 11

Joyfully, he seated, with bhakti, Krsna in the form of the Salagrama
stone on a shining, golden throne and worshipped Hari according to the
regulations. (30)

Offering before Hari food, cloth, and so forth, he thus initiated a great
celebration, and he himself danced along with the songs and instruments.
(31)

Then, after offering respect to the many brahmana, who were expert
in argumentation through explanations of the Vedas and Puranas, to the
renunciants, to the householders, to the celibates, and to the Vaisnava, who
are always greedy for the joy of glorifying Krsna, and after pleasing them
with his sweet words and behavior and sprinkling on his head the water
from the washing of their feet, he honored them with the food that had
been offered to the Lord as he had honored the Lord. (32-34)

Then, after respectfully feeding the needy and the lower castes, he satis-
fied properly even the dogs, jackals, birds, and worms. (35)

After thus satisfying countless living beings and then being permitted by
the holy men, he partook joyfully of the nectar that remained along with
his companions. (36)

Then, coming before Krsna, with cupped hands he offered all the accu-
mulated results of actions to him. (37)

Seeing from afar that he had seated the Lord comfortably and was pre-
pared to return to his home, Sri Narada rose from the assembly of sages.
Repreating over and over ”this one is dear to Mahavisnu,” and running up
close to this leader of brahmanas, he, greedy for bhakti for the Lord, spoke
the following to reveal him clearly to the world as the object of Krsna’s most
elevated grace. (38-40)
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Chapter 1: On Earth 13

$ri Narada said:

“Chief of Brahmana, you are certainly the recipient of Krsna’s great
mercy, since I have seen for myself just now how all this wealth, property,
generosity, and opulence of yours, Great Minded, is used in this best of holy
places only to bring about true dharma.” (41-42)

Then that best of scholars replied to the great sage:

“Master, what sign of Krsna’s mercy to you see in me? I am insignificant.
Who am I? How much am I able to give? What opulence to I have? Where
is my worship of the Lord? (43-44)

“But the great king who lives in the south, where there are numerous
temples, is indeed the recipient of Krsna’s mercy. (45)

“There mendicants, pilgrims, and visitors, enjoying food offered to Krsna,
wander about everywhere always happy. (46)

“And near the capital, as if personally present, resides the Lord, whose
form is eternal being, consciousness, and joy, who has become stationary
out of compassion. (47)

“There the greatest celebration occurs, ever newer and newer, and the
materials for worship are fresh and desirable every moment. (48)

“He feeds all of that land’s residents and many visitors respectfully with
the offerings made to Visnu. (49)
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Chapter 1: On Earth 15

“Many fine devotees of Visnu, coming from many lands, live there per-
manently because of a desire to see the lotus-eyed Lord, bacause of the hap-
piness of enjoying the remnants of food offerings which are his great mercy,
and because of association with the holy. (50-51)

“That king has divided up his land and given it to the gods and the
brahmana. There is no invasion in that land and no sadness or fear. (52)

“The land produces crops without being plowed, the rain is according to
pleasure, and desirable fruit and roots are easy to get as are garments. All
the subjects perform their own duties, are happy, are devoted to Krsna, and
follow the king like sons. (53-54)

“And he who is dear to Acyuta, always worshiping Acyuta without pride
in the most humble of services, gives joy to all the people. (55)

“In front of him (Acyuta), himself dancing along with the celebration of
the Lord through his various names and hymns, singing the sacred songs,
having instruments played, he ever brings pleasure to the Lord along with
his brothers, wifes, sons, grandsons, servants, ministers, priests and others
of his people. (56-57)

“How many of his numerous qualities, following in the wake of his bhakti
towards Krsna, am I able count or describe or even know of?” (58)

Sri Pariksit said:

Then Narada went to the land of that best of kings to see him and saw
the citizens there were attached to the merriment of worship of the deity.
(59)
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Chapter 1: On Earth 17

He went joyfully to the capital playing his vind and, seeing even more
[signs of grace] than the brahmana described, went to the king and spoke.
(60)

$ri Narada said:

“You, who have royal opulence such as this, combined with good people,
qualities, piety, wealth, knowledge, and devotion, are indeed the object of
Krsna’s grace.” (61)

Sri Pariksit said:

Speaking in greater detail of those various traits and embracing the king
repeatedly, the foremost Vaisnava praised him, singing of his good qualities
with his vina. (62)

The humble emperor, honoring the best of sages, spoke, his head lowered
out of embarrassment from the sage’s profusion of praise for him: (63)

“Sage among the Gods, how is it that you, without considering, think me
to be the object of his compassion, me, a mere human, short of life span,
meager in power, a giver of trivialities, not independent, over-come by fear,
troubled by the three miseries, and unsuitable to be even mentioned in the
same sentence with Krsna’s grace. (64-65)

“The gods are indeed the objects of Lord Visnu’s mercy. Being regularly
worshipped by human beings and possessing bodies made of light, they are
without sin, endowed with the quality of goodness, free from misery, always
happy, able to go anywhere freely, bestowers of blessings according to the
desires of their devotees, and they are enjoyers of the nectar that removes
death, disease, and old age, which they take by their own desire, and which
gives them satisfaction even though they have no constraints from hunger
or thirst. (66-68)
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Chapter 1: On Earth 19

“They live, Lord, in heaven by the power of their own good fortune, a
place which is attained by the humans in this land of Bharata by the good
and pious acts they perform. (69)

“Sage, specially distinguished among them there is Indra Purandara, who
is the life-giver of the world through the rains, capable of blessing as well
as destroying. His mastery of the three worlds, lasting seventy-one yuga, is
difficult for any emperor to attain even with a hundred horse sacrifices. His
horse is Uccaihs$rava, his elephant is the great Airavata, his cow is the Desire
Cow, and his garden is Nandana. (70-72)

“In that garden there are the Parijata flower and other desire trees,
wrapped about with wish-fulfilling vines, which fulfill all one’s desires and
take whatever form one wishes. By one flower of those trees and vines, one
acquires wonderful songs, music, dance, attire, food and so forth, just as one
likes them. (73-74)

“Ah! What more can be said of his fortune? Lord Visnu, taking the form
of the dwarf (Vamana), became his younger brother; and protecting him
from disasters and giving him joy, he personally accepts his worship. That
you know and even more besides. (75-76)

Thus ends the first chapter of the first part of Sanatana Gosvamin’s
Brhad-bhagavatamrta entitled ”On Earth.”
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Chapter 2: In Heaven 23

Pariksit said:

After praising that great king, the sage went to heaven and saw Visnu
shining in an assembly surrounded by the gods. (1)

He was comfortably seated on the back of Garuda, the giant eagle, be-
ing honored with divine objects like garlands of multi-colored flowers from
desire trees, aromatic oils and pastes, jewelry, clothes, ambrosia and such
things. (2)

He was being extolled by great seers like Brhaspati and hugged by Aditi’
and he in turn was pleasing them with his sweet words. (3)

He was delighted by the dances, songs and instrumental pieces as well
as the victory shouts and various praises of the Siddhas, Vidyadharas, Gand-
harvas, and Apsarases.? (4)

[He was] firmly giving to Sakra [Indra] freedom from fear from the
Daityas [the enemies of the gods] with loud words and chewing the be-
tal nut offered to him by Kirti [Visnu’s wife] which he received playfully.®
(5)

And [he saw] Sakra, too, praising his (Visnu’s) greatness over and over
again and describing all the aid he had given to him with great joy. (6)

He was shedding tears of joy from his thousand eyes, seated on his own
seat by his [Visnu’s] side, radiant with is own regalia.* (7)

Then after he had followed behind Visnu as he went to his own residence,
Narada greeted Sakra and spoke to him when he returned to the assembly:

(8

IHis mother in his descent as Vamana.

2Different classes of divine being.

3Playfully means he pinched it between the tips of his thumb and forefinger, according to
Sanatana.

4Umbrella, yak-tail fan, decorations, and bearer or vehicle. [Sanatana]
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$ri Narada said:

“You are indeed blessed since the Sun, the Moon, Yama [Death] and so
forth as well as all the protectors of the worlds, what to speak of others,
obey your orders. (9)

“Sages like me are under your control and the Vedic hymns praise you
as the controller of the universe since you are the bestower of the results of
good and bad acts. (10)

“Indeed! Narayana has become your younger brother, the fruit of the
same womb and following proper etiquette, he always offers respect to you.”
(1D

Pariksit said:

Thus praising Indra’s good fortune and opulence repeatedly, Narada played
his vina and danced, complimenting him. (12)

Then, greeting the sage of the gods (Narada), Indra spoke slowly with
embarassment: “Greetings, knower of the Gandharvas’ art.> Are you making
fun of me? (13)

“Don’t you know the state of affairs of this kingdom of heaven? How
many times have we not fleed from here out of fear of the Daityas? (14)

“Bali acting as the indra employed the Asuras in the offices of the Sun,
Indra, and so forth and even enjoyed our portions of the sacrifice. (15)

“Then, finally being satisfied by the hard, long-endured austerities of my
mother and father, Acyuta became my brother but only with a portion of
himself. (16)

“Still, without killing those enemies of ours he, by means of a trick re-
quest which made us very anxious, took the kingdom from Bali and gave
back it to me. (17)

5The art of the Gandharvas is music.
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Chapter 2: In Heaven 27

“Because of the constant fear of falling down from sins like the killing of
brahmanas through faults like pride, envy and so forth, what happiness do
the residents of heaven have anyway? (18)

“Moreover, note Upendra’s indifference towards me. In particular he
took Sudharma® and the Parijata’ from heaven to the world of mortals. (19)

“He stopped the worship of me being performed by the cowherds from
time immemorial and burned the unspoiled forest called Khandava which
was dear to me. (20)

“He was previously asked to kill Vrtra who was ready to devour the three
worlds. Becoming apathetic he sent me instead. (21)

“Disregarding me, he broke up my own city, Amaravati, and built his
own new one up above all the others. (22)

“Because of the worship of my parents and the enthusiasm of my priest he
accepts my worship and then suddenly goes off to his own invisible abode.
(23)

“Again he suddenly comes and after accepting our offerings and being
told ‘we are favored by you’ he cheats us by instructing: ‘as long as I do not
come, you should worship Brahma or Siva since they are not different from
me. (24-25)

“One form, three gods: Visnu, Rudra, and the Grandfather (Brahma).
Have you forgotten this statement of scripture?’ (26)

“His residence is irregular, unapproachable by us, and difficult to reach
by the sages: sometimes it is in Vaikuntha, sometimes in Dhruvaloka and
sometimes in the ocean of milk. (27)

“Presently it is in Dvaraka. Even there there is no rule. Sometimes he is
in the home of the Pandavas and sometimes in Mathura. (28)

6The wish-fulling cow of Indra.
7The heavenly coral tree produced out of the churning of the ocean of milk.
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“There, too, sometimes he is in the city and sometimes in Gokula [going]
from forest to forest. Thus even seeing him is difficult for us. Where is his
mercy? (29)

“Best of the sons of Paramesti (Brahma), instead of me, know your own
father as the abode of Hari’s grace. He is indeed the son of the Lover of
Laksmi (Visnu). (30)

“In his single day there are fourteen Sakras [Indras] like me, each replete
with Manus and so forth, each day having a thousand cycles of the four ages.
(3D

“The same for his night. And three hundred and sixty of those day and
night units are his year. His life is remembered to last a hundred of those
years. (32)

“He is the creator of the worlds and of the protectors of the worlds, the
granter of authority, the protector, the giver of the fruit of action, and during
his night, he is the destroyer. (33)

“In his world, the Great Purusa with a thousand heads forever lives in
plain sight, enjoying vast numbers of portions of sacrifices and giving him
joy. (34)

“Thus, with thousands of similar reasons is he established as the abode of
Krsna’s grace. What more need be said, though, about his being a recipient
of grace? He is Krsna himself. (35)

“That is well known from the statements of revelation and remembered
tradition. And you know other aspects of his greatness and that of his people
as well, Master.” (36)

Pariksit said:

After listening to the words of Indra, saying “well done, oh, well done,”
the fortunate Narada went quickly to the world of Brahma. (37)

[As he approached] he heard from afar the sound of sacrificial rites being
performed ceaselessly there by Brahma-sages. (38)
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And then he saw in the midst of them the tranquil Supreme Controller
himself in the form of the Great Purusa, adorned with circles of locks of
twisted hair. (39)

The Lord with a thousand heads, sacrificial rite embodied, along with the
Goddess Sri had appeared there, and accepting his share of the sacrificial
offerings, he was giving joy to the sacrificers.® (40)

To please the Lotus-born [Brahma], he placed the food offerings in his
thousand mouths with his thousand hands and ate them. Then, after be-
stowing their desired boons on the sacrificers, he returned to his bedcham-
ber, and with his feet being massaged by Laksmi he went playfully to sleep.
(41-42)

And after engaging by his [Bhagavan’s] order the sages, who were his
sons, in the sacrificial rites, Vidhi (Brahma) returned to his own house to
discuss the needs of the universe. (43)

There, Narada, approaching and bowing down like a stick, addressed his
own father who was seated comfortably on the seat of chieftainship of the
gods, intent on hearing and talking about the greatness of his own lord with
tears in his eyes and surrounded by the various emblems and implements of
supreme lordship. (44-45)

$ri Narada said:

“You, indeed, are the recipient of the grace of Lord Hari, you who are
the lord of the lord of creatures (Prajapati) and the grandfather of all the
worlds. (46)

8Sanatana says, commenting on this verse, that being the embodiment of sacrificial rites
(yajfia-miirti) means being the overseer of sacrificies and he appeared there in the form of the
Great Purusa as described in the Purusa-stikta hymn of the Vedas to reassure the sacrificers
who follow the Vedas through bestowing the results of those rites. He was not there simply to
receive his portion of the sacrifice.
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Chapter 2: In Heaven 33

“[You are] the one who creates, preserves, and devours the fourteen
worlds, the permanent® controller of the universe, the selfborn. (47)

“In your court exist the incarnate Puranas, Vedas, and such, which are
born from your four mouths, revealing the aims of human of life.'? (48)

“And your world is also without flaw which is attained after a hundred
births by the good, who are free of arrogance and so forth, through devotion
to the performance of their own dharma.!' (49)

“No other world exists above your world in the universe and within it is
the world of Narayana known as Vaikuntha. (50)

“In that world eternally lives Padmanabha [Visnu] himself in the form of
the Purusa, eating his shares of the sacrificial rites and granting their results.
(51)

“His [Padmanabha’s] whereabouts were not discovered by you previ-
ously even with the greatest efforts except for an instant in your heart
through austerities.!? (52)

“Therefore, you truly are extremely dear to Krsna. Indeed, he is no doubt
you, since he takes many forms for sport.” (53)

Pariksit said:

Thus, singing loudly and repeatedly the greatness of Brahma, as de-
scribed by Indra and as he himself observed it, the sage [Narada] bowed
down to him with bhakti. (54)

9Not like Indra and the rest whose controllership is sometimes lost during the periods of
destruction. [Sanatana]

10and the means to achieve them, too. Thus, a surplus of the treasure of all knowledge is
with you. [Sanatana]

UBhag., 4.24.29: TAfE: TasAM: JATE FAR=G@, “a person devoted to his own dharma
goes to the state of Virifica [Brahma] after a hundred births.” The good are also free of deceit,
greed and so forth. [Sanatana]

12Brahma, born on the lotus from Visnu’s navel, sought after him through the stem of the
lotus unsuccessfully and only later through austerities (tapas) saw him briefly in his heart.
[Sanatana]
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Hearing his words and repeatedly saying “I am a servant,” the four-
headed [Brahma] covered his eight ears and became alarmed. Holding back
with difficulty his anger, which was produced by hearing what should not
be heard, the four faced-one spoke to his son Narada with reproach. (55-56)

$ri Brahma said:

“I am not Bhagavan Krsna. Were you not informed of this by [scriptural]
evidence, by argument and by me since you were a child? (57)

“His power Mahamaya, who is situated in his gaze like a servant, creates
this universe, protects it, and by her own qualities destroys it, too. (58)

“And we are all beneath her and deluded by her. Thus, you should know
that I am not the recipient of even a little of Krsna’s grace. (59)

“Only through his maya am I the guru of the universe, the master, the
grandfather who was born from the lotus from Krsna’s navel. (60)

“I am wounded by the weighty arrogances: ‘I am an ascetic, or I am
his worshiper,” and I am distressed by reflection on the limitless, necessary
affairs connected with the universe. (61)

“I am troubled by anxiety over the imminent destruction of my world
and frightened by great Time which devours all I desire ultimate liberarion.
(62)

“Therefore, I encourage the worship of Bhagavan and perform it my-
self. Where, indeed, does the residence of the controller of the universe not
exist?13 (63)

13That is, it is not just on my planet.
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Chapter 2: In Heaven 37

“He only accepts a portion of the sacrificial offering to promote the Vedas
[which are like his orders] and to show grace to his most dear form, Yajiia,
which he has himself produced.'* (64)

“O Exemplary Teacher of Investigation! Know that he is fond of bhakti
alone. He bestows his grace on the bhaktas, never on non-bhaktas.'> (65)

“Forget about bhakti. If there are no offenses, I consider myself fortunate.
I am not like Rudra in the matter of offenses.'® (66)

“That wicked Hiranyakasipu, tormentor of all the worlds, enemy of the
Vaisnavas, was born through a boon received from me. (67)

“When he was killed by the Lord in his Nrsimha form, I, the offender,
was present at a distance out of fear, praising him with skill in wonderful
hymns and was not graced by even a side glance. When Prahlada’s crowning
had taken place, by his grace, and I had slowly edged near him [Nrsimha],
I was instructed with anger: “You are not to give boons to demons (asuras),
Lotus-born!” (68-70)

“Nevertheless, I gave boons to Ravana and other wicked people, and
whose tongue can describe the actions of Ravana? (71)

“And remember the offenses to him of Indra and the others, their judg-
ment destroyed by their great pride, upon whom I bestowed authority, (72)

14But not out of any affection for me nor because of the bhakti of the sacrificer. [Sanatanal
15y =RIEHEAT JM&:, “I am attainable only by bhakti,” Bhag., 11.14.21.
16That is, he does not overlook my offenses the way he does Rudra’s.
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“[ offenses like those caused] by Indra’s rain, his fighting with him, and
so forth during the sacrifice to Govardhana and other incidents, Varuna’s
kidnapping of Nanda, his not giving Vana’s cows and so forth, Yama’s al-
lowing the unnatural death of the son of his teacher and such, and Kuvera’s
permitting the actions of the wicked Sankhaciida and so forth. (73-74)

“Also, there are the demons of the underworld, who do harm to Vaisnavas,
and the serpents, naturally given to anger and wickedness, who are the rel-
atives of Kaliya. (75)

“And at present, too, myself. I stole through my maya the calves and
boys under his protection when they were eating in Vrndavana. (76)

“Then, seeing that great wonder I became afraid and bowing myself
down I began to pray. I, too, am wicked and was fooled by him through
his sport as a cowherd boy. (77)

“From simply looking upon the natural brigntness of his lotus-like face,
I was thrilled and I considered myself fortunate to have come to the land of
Vraja which is dear to him. (78)

“Fearing that if I stayed there for very long I would commit offenses, I
departed. What is the point of going on with descriptions of my lack of good
fortune. [Isn’t this admission enough?] (79)

“Thus, in this universe I do not see that sort of object of Visnu’s grace
except for Mahadeva [Siva] who is known as his friend, (80)

“who is always driven mad by the rasa of Krsna’s lotus feet and who has
rejected all of the usual goals of life and supreme lordship and its enjoy-
ments. (81)

“Laughing at people like us who are attached to sense enjoyment, he
wears a garland of thorn-apples, arka leaves, and bones, goes about naked
and smears his body with ashes. (82)
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“He staggers about like a madman under a pile of disheveled, matted
hair. And, unable to hide himself, he carries on his head the Ganga, born of
the wash of the lotus feet of Krsna, and dancing in joy he causes the universe
to shake. (83)

“Because of Krsna’s grace he is able to offer wished for liberation to
qualified persons like me and that through his wife too. (84)

“Alas! All of those who dwell in Siva’s world are liberated and being
liberated, by his grace how many have not become devotees of Krsna! (85)

“Seeing Siva as different from Krsna is considered a cause of great fault.
Offense committed to himself the Lord forgives but not when committed to
Siva.'” (86)

“He [Siva] fell into great difficulty because of Maya, the lord of Tripura,
as well as Vrkasura and others, who became arrogant from the favors he
granted them. (87)

“Siva, saved and thrilled with sweet words by Krsna, is worshiped by
Krsna, who is controlled by the true bhakti of his confidants, to establish
[Siva’s] highly exalted position. (88)

“At the churning of the ambrosia, with Krsna himself standing there per-
sonally, he, the beloved of Gauri, was honored by the lords of creatures and
having been brought and made to drink the horrid poison, he was decorated
[with the blue throat] and showered with streams of great exhaltation. That
is clear. (89-90)

17Sanatana cites the Namdparadha-bhafijana Stotra from the Padma Purana:
"Ry 4.9 g8 T AemeTEhan,
foaet AT H 9 Ed § T ERATHRIRARE
One who sees the qualities, names, and so forth of Siva and Visnu as different is indedd an
offender of the holy name.
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“The Purdnas sing of Hari’s compassionate leaning towards Siva and this
you know, too, and you should remember it well, o sage.” (91)

Sri Pariksit said:

Bowing to his guru, Narada was eager to go to Mount Kailasa. Noticing
that, he [Brahma] addressed his son again, o lady who loves her son.

$ri Brahma said:

“Having been worshiped before by Kuvera, Rudra became submissive
[to him] and thus it is that the Lord of Uma lives inside the universe on
Mount Kailasa, in his [Kuvera’s] jurisdiction, in the form of the protector
of the north-eastern direction, surrounded by companions suitable for that,
and with only a small bit of his might manifest. (93-4)

“So too does Krsna, Bhagavan, compelled by the bhakti of bhaktas like
me reside on my world and in Svar and the rest with a suitable set of sports.
(95)

“Thus I advocate the view of the Vayu Purana that the world of Mahadeva
is outside the seven coverings. (96)

“It is eternal, full of happiness, real, and reachable by his highest ser-
vants. It is inhabited by fortunate companions who have majesty equal to
his. (97)

“He shines with great opulence, adorned by eternal, royal accouter-
ments, worshiping Sri Sankarsana [Visnu], who is not different from himself,
as his own beloved deity; is that not astounding? You are able to go there
since you have pure bhakti for Siva. Arriving there and seeking protection
with him, may you see Krsna’s mercy. (98-99)
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Sri Pariksit said:
Thus instructed, mother, Narada arrived as if in astonishment at the
world of Siva, singing “Siva-Krsna.”'® (100)

Thus ends the second chapter of the first part of Sanatana Gosvamin’s
Brhad-bhdgavatamrta entitled ”In Heaven.”

18Being instructed to seek shelter with Siva, fully aware that he is not different from Krsna
Narada felt atonishment. In such a condition he arrived on Siva’s world. [Sanatana]






Chapter 3: Beyond the
Manifest World (‘Jltl%'l?ﬁﬁz)

But in this chapter, Siva proclaims

that Krsna’s grace is greater

towards the residents of Vaikuntha

than towards him. And in the same way,
Krsna’s grace is greater towards
Prahlada than towards them.

47
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Sri Pariksit said:

Lord Hara was dancing and singing, engrossed in emotion for Hari, hav-
ing just performed the worship of Sankarsana and he was vigorously praising
his followers, Nandi$vara and the rest, who with shouts of ‘jaya, jaya,” were
singing songs and playing instruments. He was also praising the Goddess
Uma who is skilled at various kinds of clapping (karatala), also at using
small hand cymbols). Seeing all this from a distance the sage [Narada] was
thrilled and bowed down, sounding his vina.! (1-3)

He sang: “You are the most favored of Krsna” over and over again and
then he sang in praise with a beautiful voice everything his father [Brahma]
said.2(4)

Then, when he had gone near out of a desire to touch the dust of the
lotus-like feet of Sri Rudra, the deity [Rudra], whose only dear ones are the
Vaisnavas, drew the sage close and embraced him, intoxicated by a flood
of rasa relating to Krsna, and suddenly asked respectfully: “What are you
saying, o son of Brahma?” (5-6)

Then he [Narada], bowed down with bhakti and recited the Six-limbed
Rudra Hymn.? to him, the Lord of the life of Parvati, who was overwhelmed
by the rapture (rasa) of conversing with the best of Vaisnavas, who had given
up his dancing and who—surrounded by a few dear friends—was seated on
an ascetic’s cushion in the yogic posture of the hero (virasana). (7-8)

He sang prayers that revealed Rudra’s greatness as controller of the uni-
verse and praised in detail of the abundance of Krsna’s grace upon him.

)

lSanatana: In Sivaloka being overwhelmed by immersion in love for Hari, Hara [Siva] is
dancing, and glorifying, that is, singing the holy names loudly and in a sweet tones, and offering
eulogies of the sort found in the Fifth Canto of the Bhagavata: WS WSROI IE S, “1 worship
you whose lotus feet are the refuge of all” (Bhag., 5.17.18). Seeing him from afar the sage
bows.

2In the previous chapter, beginning with verse 81 and following.

3A famous hymn from the Yajurveda, Chapter 16. It is also called the Rudradhydya or the
Rudra Namaka. It begins with namaste rudram.
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Rudra covered his ears and spoke brusquely with anger, that foremost
of all Vaisnavas, the promoter of bhakti for Visnu: (10)

S$ri Rudra said:

I am not ever the controller of the universe nor indeed an object of
Krsna’s grace. Instead I am one who always desires the grace of the ser-
vants of his servants. (11)

Sri Pariksit said:

Then, bewildered, the sage gave up praising him as one with Krsna and
thinking he had offended him, he said slowly: (12)

Sri Narada said:

Certainly you know the hard-to-comprehend and hidden glories of Visnu
and the Vaisnavas and you make them known as well. (13)

Therefore, your grace is preferred by the best of Vaisnavas, and Krsna,
pleased with you, enlarges your glory more [than his own], as well. (14)

How many times has Krsna in various forms not worshiped you and ac-
cepted your gifts? (15)

Sri Pariksit said:

Hearing this Hara was suddenly unable to maintain his composure and
embarrassed, he sprang up quickly and covered the mouth of Narada saying:
“Please don’t speak of my audacity.” (16)

Immediately then he loudly said with wonder: “O Sage, behold the dif-
ficult to understand magnificance of the sports of the Lord. (17)
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Indeed! My Lord is a wonderful, unfathomable ocean of greatness! Even
though various offenses have been committed, he does not notice them.”
(18)

Sri Pariksit said:

In the highest bliss Narada took hold of his [Siva’s] feet and then sitting
him down began to praise him who was afloat in the rapture of bhakti to
Krsna. (19)

Sri Narada said:

There is no occasion for an offense to Acyuta of someone as dear to him
as you. Even though sometimes one occurs according to the view of common
people, it does not appear so to him. (20)

Bana, proud of the strength of his arms, a perpetrator of outrage on the
good, having bound Aniruddha [one of Krsna’s sons] by his magical power,
was being attacked by Hari’s discus and was nearly killed. Then, you prayed
to Sri Hari to protect the life of him who was your own bhakta and whom
you protected like a son. (21-22)

Suddenly, Hari himself gave up the battle, being pleased, and bestowing
on him his own true form [four-armed], brought him to be one of your
companions, a state difficult to achieve even for the gods. (23)

And you, too, did not give unflawed gifts to those who were worshiping
you with difficult-to-perform austerities, the likes of Gargya and others who
wanted to bring harm to the Vaisnavas.* (24)

4Sanatana: You gave them flawed gifts even though they performed difficult austerities
to serve you because they were treacherous towards Vaisnavas, that is, the Yadavas and the
Pandavas. Thus, to Gargya you gave the gift of a son who was able to make the Yadavas fearful
and to defeat them, but unable to kill them. So, too, to Jayadratha you gave the gift of being
able to defeat the Pandavas once when they were without Arjuna.
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And even though Citraketu and the rest who, though not very wise, are
sheltered by a portion of Hari, were your blasphemers, still you did not show
anger towards them.®> (25)

For the pleasure of Krsna you desired to be even better than him and
begged to become his bhakta by a special kind of cleverness.® (26)

Therefore, the authority to grant liberation, which was begged for by
Brahma and others, the Lord gave to you and to the goddess Durga. (27)

Oh, though you have this kind of godly power, which is hard for even
Brahma and the rest to attain, still, disregarding all that personal happi-
ness like an ascetic (avadhiita), always immersed in contemplation of Visnu,
who else would dance naked, along with his wife and followers, as though
gripped by a great madness? (28-29)

Now I have seen [in you] the wonder of the greatness of lustfulness for
bhakti for the Lord. Therefore, you indeed are forever the most beloved of
Krsna. (30)

Ah! How can Krsna’s uninterrupted love for you be described? By your
grace many others, too, became loved by him. (31)

And by Parvati’s grace many have become dear to Krsna. This indeed is
in particular the recognition of the truth between you two [you and Krsna].
(32)

5The story is told in Bhagavata, 6.16-17.
6Sanatana cites a verse from the Visnu-sahasra-nama-stotra:
STTEAT A JST TN &R |
T G S Tredtag e
“And not receiving my own worship I fully worshiped Hari, desiring to be better than him in
my arrogant mind.” Being better than him [Krsna] on reflection culminates in being his devotee
as he himself says: A&HISETTR “worship of my devotee is greater” (Bhag. 11.19.21).
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Ambika who is like Krsna’s sister” is a special object of his affection.
Therefore, though you are self-satisfied, you depend on her. (33)

With festivals of stories and wondrous singing of the names of the Lord
may you ever, while pleasing her, enjoy the happiness of association with
Visnu’s own people. (34)

Sri Pariksit said:

Then, Mother, Mahes$vara, the foremost of Vaisnavas, his face lowered
in chagrin [at hearing his own praise] spoke to Narada, the bhakta of the
Lord. (35)

Sri Mahesa said:

Alas! This is great evil, o rejector of all arrogance! Where do I stand as
the root of all forms of arrogance and where stands the God [Krsna] of that
sort of person [who has given up all forms of arrogance]?® (36)

The controller of the worlds, the giver of knowledge, the knower, the
liberated one and even the giver of liberation am I. I am covered with the
conceit that I am a bhakta and a giver of bhakti for Visnu.® (37)

When that all-devouring, frightful, great time arrives, I am ashamed be-
cause of my own dark purpose in destroying the endless universe.'® (38)

7That is, she as Maya was born from Yasoda and then exchanged for him at the time of his
birth.

8] am the main locus of all forms of conceit like being “the lord of the worlds” and so forth.
Or, as Rudra, the overseer of the ego (aharikdara), I am the root all the living beings’ forms
of conceit: pride in wealth, progeny, power and so forth. Thus, even a connection with him
[Krsna] would not occur.

9The intention of this statement is to say that one who causes others’ arrogance (abhimana)
should himself be of the greatest of arrogance. Therefore, there is no sign at all of Krsna’s grace
upon me.

10When I reflect on my own unhappy duty at that time, even now I burn with shame.
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If there were even a little of Hari’s grace on me, Narada, then would he
have fought with me by stealing the Parijata tree and abducting Usa and so
forth?1! (39)

Would he, the master, have worshiped me, his servant? Would he have
instructed me like this, “turn the people against me with invented scrip-
tures?” (40)

The ability of us two [Siva and Parvati] to bestow liberation that you
praise so joyfully is extremely divisive and saddens the ears of his bhaktas.
(41)

Therefore, don’t think of me as the best of Krsna’s companions or an
object of his compassion. However, the real objects of the essence of his
tenderness are the residents of Vaikuntha. (42)

They have given up everything else as if it was a blade of grass and
worshipped dear Hari with bhakti. They, having attained all goals and per-
fections, do not grace them with even a sidelong glance. (43)

They, rejecting all self-conceits, have gone to that abode beyond the
material strands, Vaikuntha, which is free from all fear and composed of
being, consciousness and bliss. (44)

There, they possess bodies of being, consciousness, and bliss, but, though
they have completely achieved them, they do not accept supreme opulence
and the same power as Hari which also consists of being, consciousness, and
bliss.!2 (45)

U Krsna stole the heavenly Parijata or coral tree from Indra’s garden at the request of his wife
Rukmini and through his son Aniruddha kidnapped Usa from Bana’s house and fought Siva.
The results of these aggressions were battles with Siva.

12That the residents of Vaikuntha have bodies of being, consciousness and bliss is implied
in a verse from the Bhag. (7.1.34): S&fesarggi-mr AFUSGATR, “the residents of Vaikuntha
have no bodies, senses, or breath.” The reasoning is that since they are “residents,” they must
have bodies, but their bodies are not material bodies. Instead, they have bodies of being,
consciousness, and bliss. Supreme opulence is characterized in Sanatana’s commentary as the
wealth of limitless universes along with their coverings. This supreme opulence, though easily
and completely have gained it, is not accepted by those residents of Vaikuntha. Nor do they
accept their being equal in power to Hari. Rather, they want to serve him in various capacities,
as we shall see in the following verses.
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Fully pleased by bhakti for Hari, they wander all around randomly, pro-
tecting and increasing bhaktas and bhakti. (46)

They seem to make fun of the “liberated” while worshipping the Lord
in Vaikuntha by various kinds of service in the forms of birds, trees, honey
bees and so forth. (47)

Directly seeing Hari, whose lotus feet are massaged by goddess Kamala
and who increases one’s joy, they find delight with him. (48)

O the greatness of Sri Krsna’s compassion which shines unceasingly in
Vaikuntha among those who are his. Where else can such be found? (49)

There, in great joy, through tireless sarikirtana of the Lord, there is noth-
ing other than diverse kinds of bhakti which carries with it divine love. (50)

O the wonder of the greatness of the ocean of rapture of the supreme
joy of that [preman]! The joy of Brahman is not worthy of being equal to a
sliver of half of a drop of that. (5i)

That Vaikuntha, his own dear ones, and everything that is there are fa-
vored by the highest love of Krsna’s lotus-like feet. (52)
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Can the individual kinds of greatness of the residents of Vaikuntha who
are recipients of that extraordinary kind of grace far exceeding that shown
me even be described? (53)

Those having bodies of the five elements living in the mortal world who
relish bhakti for the Lord are forever to be bowed to by those such as me.
(54)

They indeed have offered themselves at the lotus-like feet of Sri Krsna,
hoping to have love for him alone, have given up their wealth, people, and
lives, have no desire for unlimited this-worldly and other-worldly goals and
means to gain them, have moved beyond being subject to the laws of birth,
caste, stage of life, and accepted behavior, have even gone above and beyond
the path of the Vedas. Though not free of the three debts, [they] have
become forever free of fear by the force of the strength of their bhakti for
Hari and are greedy for the delight of bhakti for him; they want nothing else
and to them heaven, release, and hell all look equal. (55-58)

Truly, like with the Lord, they are dearest to me and the ones I pray for
the most. My company is with them. (59)

O Narada, I believe that wherever these kinds of bhaktas are located, that
place becomes Vaikuntha. There is no doubt about this. (60)
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Because they are forgetful of their bodies and everything related to their
bodies from drinking the nectar of bhakti for Krsna, though they inhabit
earthly bodies, their true forms are being, consciousness, and bliss. (61)

However, in order to experience an unbroken succession of sports with
the Lord directly they require Vaikuntha sometimes. (62)

Thus, all those who are there whom I described are superior to all as
objects of Krsna’s special tenderness and are tremendously dear to him. (63)

Sri Parvati said:

There, too, Sri is particularly famous as dear to Hari. She is certainly the
goddess of that sort of Vaikuntha and the residents of Vaikuntha. (64)

By the descent of her sidelong glance world protectors have their opulent
powers and by her grace knowledge, detachment, and bhakti are perfected.
(65)

She left aside even people like you who worship her with respect and
chose to worship her dear one through ascetic practices without expectation.
(66)

She makes her permanent home on his (Hari’s) lovely chest, and as the
most devoted of wives follows him into unlimited descents. (67)

Sri Pariksit said:

Then the sage, his mind unsteadied by the greatest joy, said, “Glory to
you! O Beloved of Laksmi. O Lord of Vaikuntha! O Hari!” (68)
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Glory to you, World of Vaikuntha! Glory to those who live there! Glory
to you! O Padma, dear to Krsna, highest goddess of Vaikuntha! (69)

Then, as Narada rose to go to Vaikuntha in order to greet her (Laksmi),
Siva, guessing as much, taking hold of his hand and stopping him said to
him: (70)

Sri Mahesa said:

O you whose memory has been derailed out of enthusiasm to see some-
one dear to Krsna! Don’t you recall that she is living on earth in Dvaraka
now? (71)

Rukmini is that Mahalaksmi, but Krsna is the Lord himself. Her partial
descents are with Vamana and [Krsna’s] other descents. (72)

Laksmi in her fullness is Rukmini who always serves at the lotus-like feet
of Lord $ri Krsna in his fullness. (73)

Therefore, please sit back down, Brahmana. I will tell you one of the
greatest secrets softly in your ear. Listen to it with great faith. (74)

Prahlada is celebrated in the world as the object of [Krsna’s] special
compassion more so than your father (Brahma), me, Garuda, and others and
even more than Sri (Lakskmi). He’s Krsna’s bhakta and exceedingly dear to
him. (75)

Have you forgotten the words of the Lord read in the Puranas? Don’t
you remember this verse? (76)
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Without my excellent bhaktas, for whom I am the highest goal, I do not
take pleasure in my own form nor unlimited opulence,'® o Brahmana! (77)

His beautiful form is the source of me and all the other gods and gives
pleasure to his bhaktas. Yet it is not more desirable than his bhaktas. Who
is able to suitably praise them? (78)

Even in this company, by comparison with unlimited bhaktas, that one,
Prahlada, has been described by the Lord himself as inarguably the most
fortunate.'* (79)

That his good fortune is unsurpassed was directly perceived by all of
us, even by Laksmi, in the tearing apart of HiranyakaSipu [by the Lord as
Nrsimha, the Man-Lion descent of Visnu]. (80)

Again and again Visnu wanted to give him blessings, but liberation was
not requested. Instead he only chose bhakti. To Prahlada do I bow down.
(81)

Is the presence!® at the door of Bali, who had overstepped the bounds of
propriety, who did not follow his guru’s instructions, and who was unable
to maintain the truthfulness of his own words, the result of an insignifi-
cant gift?!® Is the protection!” of the misbehaved Banasura caused by their
singing praises of me? (82-3)

About his [Krsna’s] affection for his great beloved one, Prahlada, what
more can I say since Gauri, Laksmi’s dear friend, is here?'® (84)

130r, in the supreme goddess Laksmi.
14Bhag., 7.10.21:
WAt~ I Sk
HEHIEAHGAT |
wig?ﬁ T R
o HETTE |l
Persons in this world who follow
after you become my bhaktas.
You are, among all my bhaktas,
my most beautiful example.

150f Visnu as Vamana, the dwarf descent.

16Bali offered Vamana, a dwarf, as much land in his kingdom as he could cover in three of
Vamana’s steps.

17He was spared by Krsna at the end of the Harihara war. Both of these examples are based
on the idea that Prahlada had such good favor as the object of Krsna’s affection that it extended
even to his unworthy descendants, Bali and Banasura.

18Since Gauri was Laksmi’s dear friend, speaking about Prahlada’s greater fortune than her
friend in front of her would have saddened her.
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Therefore, you should go quickly to Sutala, fill Prahlada with blessings,
embrace him yourself, and convey to him my many embraces. (85)

Alas! He does not tolerate our bowing down to him, that foremost of
good folk, nor our praise. You should not make that mistake if you desire
happiness there. (86)

Thus ends the Third Chapter, entitled “Beyond the Manifest World,” of the
First Part of the Greater Ambrosia of the Lovers of the Lord which is devoted to
determining the core of the Lord’s grace.






